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Article - Business Occupations and Professions  

 

§1ð101. 

 

 (a) In this article the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) òClock houró means a min imum of 50 minutes of actual class time for 

each 60ðminute hour.  

 

 (c) òConsumer memberó means a nonprofessional member of a regulatory 

unit who is appointed from the general public.  

 

 (d) òCountyó means a county of the State and, unless expressly provided 

otherwise, Baltimore City.  

 

 (e) òDepartment ó means the Maryland Department of Labor.  

 

 (f) òPartnership ó includes a partnership registered as a limited liability 

partnership authorized by Title 9A of the Corporations and Associations Article.  

 

 (g) òPersonó means an individual, receiver, trustee, guardian, personal 

representative, fiduciary, or represe ntative of any kind and any partnership, firm, 

association, corporation, or other entity.  

 

 (h) òSecretaryó means the Secretary of Labor.  

 

 (i)  òStateó means: 

 

  (1) a state,  possession, territory, or commonwealth of the United 

States; or  

 

  (2) the District of Columbia.  

 

§1ð201. 

 

 (a) A requirement in this article that a document be under oath means that 

the document shall be supported by a signed statement made under the penalties of 

perjury that the contents of the document are true to the best of the knowledge, 

information, and belief of the individual making the statement.  

 

 (b) The oath or affi rmation shall be made:  

 

  (1) before an individual authorized to administer oaths, who shall 

certify in writing to have administered the oath or taken the affirmation; or  
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  (2) by a signed statement that:  

 

   (i)  is in the document or attached to and made part of the 

document; and  

 

   (ii)  is made expressly under the penalties for perjury.  

 

 (c) If the procedures provided in subsection (b)(2) o f this section are used, 

the affidavit subjects the individual making it to the penalties for perjury to the same 

extent as an oath or affirmation made before an individual authorized to administer 

oaths. 

 

§1ð202. 

 

 Before any license or permit may be issued under this article to an employer 

to engage in an activity in which the employer may employ a covered employee, as 

defined in § 9-101 of the Labor and Employment Article, the employer shall file with 

the issuing a uthority:  

 

   (1) a certificate of compliance with the Maryland Workers õ 

Compensation Act; or  

 

  (2) the number of a workers õ compensation insurance policy or 

binder.  

 

§1ð203. 

 

 (a) This section does not apply in Baltimore City or Prince George õs and 

Worcester counties.  

 

 (b) Except as otherwise provided in this article or Title 13, Subtitle 1 and 

Subtitle 3, Part I and §§ 13ð205 and 16ð115 of the Local Government Article and 

Title 17, Subtitle 4, Parts V and VI of the Business Regulation Article, a county, 

municipal corporation, or other political subdivision of the State may not:  

 

  (1) require a  local license in that county, municipal corporation, or 

political subdivision to engage in a business or occupation for which a State license is 

required under this article; or  

 

  (2) impose a local fee or tax to engage in a business  or occupation for 

which a State license is required under this article.  
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 (c) A county, municipal corporation, or other political subdivision of the 

State may require a local license if necessary for regulatory purposes in the interest 

of the public health, safety, or morals.  

 

 (d) A public local law passed after October 1, 1941 does not repeal any 

provision of this section unless the public local law expressly refers to and repeals the 

provision.  

 

§1ð204. 

 

 (a) Before any license or permit may be issued under this article, the 

applicant shall certify to the issuing authority that the applicant has paid all 

undisputed taxes and unemployment insurance contributions payable to the 

Comptroller or the Maryland Department of Labor or has provided for payment in a 

manner satisfactory to the unit responsible for collection.  

 

 (b) Before any license or permit may be renewed under this article, the 

issuing authority shall ver ify through the Office of the Comptroller that the applicant 

has paid all undisputed taxes and unemployment insurance contributions payable to 

the Comptroller or the Secretary of Labor or that the applicant has provided for 

payment in a manner satisfactory  to the unit responsible for collection.  

 

§1ð205. 

 

 (a) This section does not apply to a licensed real estate associate broker or 

salesperson affiliated with a licensed real estate broker as an independent contractor.  

 

 (b) By August 31 of each year, the Department shall provide to the 

Department of Assessments and Taxation a list of persons issued licenses, 

certificates, or permits under this article during the previous fiscal year, to assist the 

Department of Assessments and Taxation in identifying new businesses within the 

State.  

 

 (c) The list provided under this section shall:  

 

  (1) be provided free of charge; and  

 

  (2) include, for e ach person on the list:  

 

   (i)  the name and mailing address of the person; and  

 

   (ii)  the federal tax identification number of the person or, if the 

person does not have a federal tax identification nu mber, the Social Security number 

of the person.  
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§1ð206. 

 

 (a) A person who must have a license issued by the Department under this 

article but does not get the license on time shall pay, in addition to the required 

l icense fee, a late fee. 

 

 (b) The late fee shall be the sum of:  

 

  (1) up to 20% of the required license fee for the calendar month 

following the calendar month when the required license fee is due; and  

 

  (2) up to 4% of the required license fee for each calendar month or 

part of a month after that.  

 

§1ð207. 

 

 (a) In this section, òlicenseó means all or any part of permission that:  

 

  (1) is required by law to be obtained from a unit;  

 

  (2) is not required only for revenue purposes; and  

 

  (3) is in any form, including:  

 

   (i)  an approval;  

 

   (ii)  a certificate;  

 

   (iii)  a charter;  

 

   (iv)  a permit; or  

 

   (v) a registration.  

 

 (b) This section:  

 

  (1) applies only to a fee for an   initial   license  issued  for   a  2-year 

term under the provisions of this article;  

 

  (2) does not apply to a fee renewal of a license; and  

 

  (3) may not affect any other law that requires a unit to prorate a fee 

on any basis for the issuance or renewal of a license.  
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 (c) (1) For a license issued at any time during the first year of the term 

of the license, the issuing autho rity shall charge the full amount of the fee to the 

license applicant.  

 

  (2) For a license issued in the second year of the term of the license, 

the issuing authority shall charge the license applicant:  

 

   (i)  one-half of the fee, if issued in the first 6 months of the 

second year; or 

 

   (ii)  one-quarter of the fee, if issued in the last 6 months of the 

second year. 

 

§1ð208. 

 

 (a) If payment o f the fee for the issuance or renewal of a license, issued by 

the Department or by a unit within the Department, is made by a check or other 

negotiable instrument that is dishonored, the license for which the fee was paid shall 

be suspended by operation of  law. Except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this 

section, the suspension is effective beginning on the tenth business day after the day 

on which notice is sent in accordance with subsection (b) of this section until the date 

that payment of the fee, and any late charge provided for in this article, has been 

made. 

 

 (b) (1) When the Department or a unit within the Department receives 

notice that a check or other negotiable instrument, given by an applicant in payment 

of a license issuance or renewal fee, has been dishonored, it shall inform the applicant 

by regular mail sent to the applicant õs last known business address, that the license 

will be suspended by operation of law if within 10 business days from the date of t he 

notice the applicant fails to make payment of the fee, and any late charge, or fails to 

present evidence to the Department or unit that the notice of dishonor was in error.  

 

  (2) An applicant shall be given a prompt opportunity to  make 

payment of the fee, and any late charge, or to present evidence to the Department or 

unit that the notice of dishonor was in error.  

 

 (c) If a license is suspended under subsection (a) of this section, the license 

shall be reinstate d effective the date that the license was suspended, if within 5 

business days after the date of the suspension the applicant:  

 

  (1) pays the late fee and any late charge; or  
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  (2) presents evidence to the Depa rtment or the unit that the notice 

of dishonor was in error.  

 

 (d) Suspension of a license under this section may not affect any otherwise 

valid claim under any guaranty fund made by a person who dealt in good faith with 

a licensee, witho ut knowledge of the suspension.  

 

§1ð301. 

 

 (a) òAuthorized person ó means: 

 

  (1) a professional engineer who is licensed under Title 14 of this 

article;  

 

  (2) a professional land surveyor who is licensed under Title 15 of this 

article; or  

 

  (3) an authorized representative of the professional engineer or the 

professional land surveyor who is executing a survey.  

 

 (b) If en try is for the purpose of using the horizontal or vertical position 

data in controlling surveys of land for cadastral purposes or for other private or public 

engineering purposes, an authorized person may enter on any private land on which 

there is a marke d survey station for which the horizontal or vertical position has been 

determined:  

 

  (1) by or under the direction of the National Geodetic Survey;  

 

  (2) as a part of the Maryland coordinate system; or  

 

  (3) by or under the direction of any other organization whose survey 

stations have been established by or in accordance with the requirements of the State 

agency authorized to administer the Maryland coordinate system.  

 

§1ð302. 

 

 (a) An authorized person may not unnecessarily damage the property on 

which a survey station stands.  

 

 (b) (1) Prior to entry on the property, an authorized person and the 

owner of the property shall agr ee on the amount to be paid for any damage to the 

property.  
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  (2) On the completion of the work at the survey station, the 

authorized person shall promptly reimburse the owner of the property for any damage 

done to the property by th e authorized person who entered on the property.  

 

 (c) If, prior to entry on the property, the authorized person and the owner 

of the property have not agreed on the amount to be paid for any damage to the 

property, the authorized person shall file a surety bond in the circuit court of the 

county in which the property is located in an amount to be approved by the court, 

conditioned on the payment of all damages and costs as provided under subsection 

(d) of this section.  

 

 (d) (1) The circuit court shall appoint three appraisers who are residents 

of the county in which the property is located to determine the amount to be paid for 

any damage to the property.  

 

  (2) The proceedings for the ascertain ment of damages shall be in 

accordance with the provisions of Title 8, Subtitle 3 of the Transportation Article 

relating to the acquisition of private property for a public purpose.  

 

§1ð303. 

 

 (a) If the damages award ed under § 1-302(d) of this subtitle do not exceed 

the amount tendered by the authorized person under § 1-302(b) of this subtitle, the 

owner of the property shall pay the costs of the proceeding under § 1-302(d) of this 

subtitle.  

 

 (b) If the damages awarded under § 1-302(d) of this subtitle exceed the 

amount tendered by the authorized person, the authorized person shall pay the costs 

of the proceeding.  

 

§1ð304. 

 

 (a) This section applies to any survey station established by or under the 

direction of:  

 

  (1) the National Geodetic Survey;  

 

  (2) the State agency administering the Maryland coordinate system;  

 

  (3) any other organization whose survey stations have been 

established by or in accordance with the requirements of the State agency authorized 

to administer the Maryland coordinate system; or  

 

  (4) any other State, municipal, or county agen cy. 
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 (b) Any person who willfully injures, defaces, or destroys the mark or 

monument at any survey station described in subsection (a) of this section or offers 

any obstacles to the proper, reasonable, and legal use of the station is gui lty of a 

misdemeanor and on conviction shall be sentenced to pay a fine not to exceed $250 

for each offense and costs, or shall be imprisoned for a term of not less than 6 months, 

or both.  

 

§2ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title  the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) òAICPAó means the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  

 

 (c) òAttestó means to provide the following services:  

 

  (1) an audit or other engagement performed in accordance with the 

Statements on Auditing Standards issued by AICPA;  

 

  (2) a review of a financial statement performed in accordance with 

the Statements on Standards for Accou nting and Review Services issued by AICPA;  

 

  (3) a compilation;  

 

  (4) any examination, review, or agreed ðupon procedures engagement 

to be performed in accordance with the Statements on Standards for Attes tation 

Engagements issued by AICPA; and  

 

  (5) any engagement performed in accordance with the Auditing 

Standards of the Public Company Accounting Oversight Board.  

 

 (d) òBoardó means the State Board of P ublic Accountancy.  

 

 (e) òCompilation ó means a presentation of information in the form of a 

financial statement that is performed in accordance with the Statements on 

Standards for Accounting and Review Services issued by AICP A. 

 

 (f) òHome officeó is the location specified by a client of a certified public 

accountant as the address to which a service described in § 2ð401(a) of this title is 

directed.  

 

 (g) òLicen seó means, unless the context requires otherwise, a license issued 

by the Board to practice certified public accountancy.  
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 (h) òLicense feeó means the fee paid in connection with the issuance or 

renewal of a license.  

 

 (i)  òLicensed certified public accountant ó means, unless the context 

requires otherwise, an individual licensed by the Board to practice certified public 

accountancy. 

 

 (j) òNASBAó means the Natio nal Association of Boards of Accountancy.  

 

 (k)  òPermit ó means, unless the context requires otherwise, a permit issued 

by the Board to allow a partnership or corporation to operate a business through 

which an individual may pr actice certified public accountancy.  

 

 (l)  òPermit feeó means the fee paid in connection with the issuance or 

renewal of a permit.  

 

 (m) òPractice certified public accountancy ó means to perform an y of the 

following accountancy services:  

 

  (1) conducting an audit, review, or compilation of financial 

statements;  

 

  (2) conducting any examination, review, or agreed ðupon procedures 

engagement to be per formed in accordance with the Statements on Standards for 

Attestation Engagements issued by AICPA; or  

 

  (3) providing a written certificate or opinion offering positive or 

negative assurance or full or limited assurance on the correc tness of the information 

or on the fairness of the presentation of the information in:  

 

   (i)  a financial statement;  

 

   (ii)  a report;  

 

   (iii)  a schedule; or 

 

   (iv)  an exhibit.  

 

 (n) òPractice privilege ó means the right granted to an individual who is 

licensed by another state to practice certified public accountancy in this State without 

a license issued by this State.  

 

 (o) òPrincipal place of business ó means the office location designated by the 

licensee for purposes of substantial equivalency and reciprocity.  
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§2ð102. 

 

 (a) If the person does not en gage in any activity expressly included in the 

definition of practice certified public accountancy, this title does not prohibit:  

 

  (1) an individual from serving as an employee of or assistant to a 

licensee or permit holder;  

 

  (2) a public official or public employee from performing the duties of 

the position of that individual; or  

 

  (3) a person from providing or offering to the public bookkeeping and 

accounting services, including:  

 

   (i)  development or installation of a bookkeeping system;  

 

   (ii)  recordation or presentation of financial information;  

 

   (iii)  preparation of:  

 

    1. a financial statement;  

 

    2. a compilation of a financial statement that:  

 

    A. does not reference the Statements on Standards for 

Accounting and Review Services issued by AICPA; and  

 

    B. expressly states that the person has not undergone 

and is not required to undergo peer review;  

 

    3. a report;  

 

    4. a schedule; or 

 

    5. an exhibit; or  

 

   (iv)  any similar activity.  

 

 (b) This title does not prohibit a licensee or permit holder from:  

 

  (1) employing a certified public accountant licensed by ano ther state 

or a foreign country; or  
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  (2) listing that individual as a certified public accountant, if the 

individual qualifies for a practice privilege under § 2ð321 of this title.  

 

 (c) The Board shall adopt regulations that specify the language of the 

disclosure statement relating to exemption from peer review that is required to be 

included in a compilation of a financial statement prepared under subsection 

(a)(3)(iii)2 of this section.  

 

§2ð201. 

 

 There is a State Board of Public Accountancy in the Department.  

 

§2ð202. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board consists of 7 members.  

 

  (2) Of the 7 members of the Board:  

 

   (i)  5 shall be licensed certified public accountants, of whom:  

 

    1. 4 shall practice certified public accountancy actively; 

and 

 

    2. 1 shall be a full -time professor of accounting at an 

accredited college; and  

 

   (ii)  2 shall be consumer members.  

 

  (3) The Governor shall appoint the members with the advice of the 

Secretary.  

 

 (b) Each member of the Boa rd shall be:  

 

  (1) a citizen of the United States; and  

 

  (2) a resident of the State.  

 

 (c) Each consumer member of the Board:  

 

  (1) shall be a member of the general pub lic;  

 

  (2) may not be a licensee or otherwise be subject to regulation by the 

Board;  
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  (3) may not be required to meet the qualifications for the professional 

members of the Board; and  

 

  (4) may not, within 1 year before appointment, have had a financial 

interest in or have received compensation from a person regulated by the Board.  

 

 (d) While a member of the Board, a consumer member may not:  

 

  (1) have a financial interest in or receive compensation from a person 

regulated by the Board; or  

 

  (2) grade any examination given by or for the Board.  

 

 (e) Before taking office, each appointee to the Board shall tak e the oath 

required by Article I, § 9 of the Maryland Constitution.  

 

 (f) (1) The term of a member is 3 years and begins on July 1.  

 

  (2) The terms of members are staggered as required by the terms 

provided  for members of the Board on October 1, 1989.  

 

  (3) At the end of a term, a member continues to serve until a 

successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (4) A member who is appointed after a term has begun serves only 

for the rest of the term and until a successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (5) A member may not serve more than 2 terms consecutively, but 

following the 2nd term, may serve again after an interval of at least 3 years.  

 

 (g) (1) The Governor may remove a member for incompetence or 

misconduct.  

 

  (2) The Governor shall remove a member who ceases to meet the 

requirements under which the member was appointed, as provided under subsections  

(a) and (b) of this section.  

 

  (3) Except as provided in paragraph (4) of this subsection and subject 

to paragraph (5) of this subsection, a member shall be considered to have resigned if 

the member did not attend at least two ðthirds of the Board meetings held during any 

consecutive 12ðmonth period while the member was serving on the Board.  
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  (4) The Governor may waive a member õs resignation and allow the 

member to continue serving if the memb er has been unable to attend meetings for 

reasons satisfactory to the Governor and the reasons are made public.  

 

  (5) In accordance with § 8ð501 of the State Government Article, the 

chairman shall provide notice to the Gov ernor and the Governor shall appoint a 

successor. 

 

§2ð203. 

 

 (a) From among its members, the Board shall elect:  

 

  (1) a chairman; and  

 

  (2) (i)  a secretary and a treas urer; or  

 

   (ii)  a secretary -treasurer.  

 

 (b) The manner of election of officers and their terms of office shall be as 

the Board determines.  

 

§2ð204. 

 

 (a) A majority of th e members then serving on the Board is a quorum.  

 

 (b) The Board shall determine the times and places of its meetings.  

 

 (c) Each member of the Board is entitled to:  

 

  (1) compensation in accordanc e with the State budget; and  

 

  (2) reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State Travel 

Regulations, as provided in the State budget.  

 

 (d) The Board may employ a staff in accordance with the State budget.  

 

§2ð205. 

 

 In addition to any other remedy authorized under this title, the Board, with 

the approval of the Attorney General, may sue in the name of the State to enjoin any 

act that is prohibited under Subtitle 6 of this tit le. 

 

§2ð206. 
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 (a) On request of any person and payment of a verification fee set by the 

Board, the Board shall certify the licensing or permit status and qualifications of any 

person who is the subject of the request . 

 

 (b) Each certification under this section:  

 

  (1) shall include a statement of the licensing or permit status of the 

person who is the subject of the request; and  

 

  (2) may include:  

 

   (i)  information about the examination results and other 

qualifications of that person;  

 

   (ii)  information about the dates of issuance and renewal of the 

license or permit of that person;  

 

   (iii)  information about any disciplinary action taken against 

that person; and  

 

   (iv)  if authorized by that person, information about any 

complaint against that person.  

 

§2ð207. 

 

 (a) In addition to any powers set forth elsewhere, the Board may adopt:  

 

  (1) any bylaw that is necessary to do the business of the Board; and  

 

  (2) any regulation to carry out this title.  

 

 (b) In addition to any duties set forth elsewhere, the Board shall:  

 

  (1) adopt rules of professional conduct as appropriate to establish a 

high standard of integrity and dignity for practicing certified public accountancy; and  

 

  (2) keep a record of its proceedings.  

 

§2ð208. 

 

 (a) The Board shall maintain a listing of the names and mailing addresses 

of all licensees and permit holders.  

 

 (b) The Board m ay release its list to the public.  
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 (c) The licensee or permit holder shall designate the mailing address at the 

time of issuance of the original license or permit and on the renewal of the license or 

permit.  

 

§2ð209. 

 

 (a) (1) Beginning on July 1, 2008, the Board may set by regulation 

reasonable fees for its services.  

 

  (2) The fees shall be:  

 

   (i)  set so as to produce funds to approximate the c ost of 

maintaining the Board; and  

 

   (ii)  based on the calculations performed by the Secretary of 

Labor under § 2ð106.6 of the Business Regulation Article.  

 

 (b) The Board shall publish the fee schedu le set by the Board.  

 

 (c) (1) Beginning on July 1, 2007, the Board shall pay all fees collected 

under this title to the Comptroller.  

 

  (2) The Comptroller shall distribute the fees to the State Board of 

Public Accountancy Fund established in § 2ð106.5 of the Business Regulation Article.  

 

§2ð210. 

 

 Any person aggrieved by a final decision of the Board in a contested case, as 

defined in § 10-202 of the State Gover nment Article, may take an appeal as allowed 

in §§ 10-222 and 10-223 of the State Government Article.  

 

§2ð211. 

 

 The Board exercises its powers, duties, and functions subject to the authority 

of the Secretary.  

 

§2ð301. 

 

 Except as provided in § 2ð321 of this subtitle, an individual shall be licensed 

by the Board before the individual may practice certified public accountancy in the 

State.  

 

§2ð302. 
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 (a) To qualify for a license, an applicant shall be an individual who meets 

the requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) The applicant shall be of good character and reputation.  

 

 (c) The applicant shall be at least 18 years old.  

 

 (d) The applicant shall meet the educational requirements under § 2-303 of 

this subtitle.  

 

 (e) Except as otherwise provided in this subtitle, the applicant shall pass 

an examination give n by the Board under this subtitle.  

 

 (f) The applicant for an initial license shall complete practical work 

experience that is approved by the Board and that:  

 

  (1) is obtained over a period of:  

 

   (i)  not more than 3 years; and  

 

   (ii)  1. not less than 6 months if the applicant applies before 

October 1, 2000; or  

 

    2. not less than 1 year if the applicant applies on or 

after O ctober 1, 2000; 

 

  (2) includes providing any type of service or advice involving the use 

of accounting, attest, management advisory, financial advisory, tax, or consulting 

skills;  

 

  (3) is performed under the d irection of:  

 

   (i)  a licensed certified public accountant; or  

 

   (ii)  an appropriately qualified professional as determined by 

the Board;  

 

  (4) is obtained through employment in government, industry, 

academia, or public practice; and  

 

  (5) amounts to:  
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   (i)  1,000 hours if the applicant applies before October 1, 2000; 

or 

 

   (ii)  2,000 hours if the applica nt applies on or after October 1, 

2000. 

 

§2ð303. 

 

 (a) (1) In order to take the examination, an applicant shall have 

satisfactorily completed 120 semester hours or their equivalent, and hold a 

baccalaureate or hig her degree that meets the requirements of this section.  

 

  (2) In order to become licensed, in addition to the other qualifications 

for a license set forth in this subtitle, an applicant shall have satisfactorily completed 

150 semester hours or their equivalent, including the attainment of a baccalaureate 

or higher degree that meets the requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) The applicant shall have completed for the degree a curriculum that the 

Board considers to consti tute:  

 

  (1) a major in accounting; or  

 

  (2) a substantial equivalent to a major in accounting, of which 

required credits or courses may be taken at any 2 ð or 4ðyear regionally accredited 

institution  of higher education.  

 

 (c) The degree required under this section shall be awarded by a school, 

college, university, or other institution that:  

 

  (1) is a member of the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of 

Business;  

 

  (2) is a member of the Accreditation Council for Business Schools and 

Programs;  

 

  (3) is accredited by or is a constituent unit of an institution accredited 

by: 

 

   (i)  the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools; or  

 

   (ii)  the equivalent regional accrediting association for other 

regional areas; or  

 

  (4) is recognized and approved by the Board.  
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 (d) (1) The Board may use the services of any institution that it considers 

appropriate to determine what constitutes a substantial equivalent to a major in 

accounting under subsection (b)(2) of this section.  

 

  (2) If the Board uses an institution to determine curriculum 

equivalencies, the Board may accept as final the determination of that institution.  

 

§2ð304. 

 

 An applicant for a license shall:  

 

  (1) submit to the Board  an application on the form that the Board 

provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board or the Board õs designee: 

 

   (i)  a nonrefundable application fee set by the Board; and  

 

   (ii)  an examination fee set by the Board in an amount not to 

exceed the cost of the required examination.  

 

§2ð305. 

 

 (a) An applicant who meets the educational requirements established by 

the Board is entitled to be exami ned as provided in this section.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give examinations to applicants at least twice a year, at 

the times and places that the Board determines.  

 

 (c) The Board shall give each qualified applicant notice of the time and 

place of examination.  

 

 (d) (1) The Board shall give the examination prepared by the American 

Institute of Certified Public Accountants or an equivalent examination as determined 

by the Board.  

 

  (2) The Board may use the services of the American Institute of 

Certified Public Accountants to prepare or grade an examination. If the Board uses 

the services of the Institute, the Board may accept as final the grades that the 

Institute determines.  

 

  (3) The Board may use the services of any person whom the Board 

considers appropriate to proctor an examination.  
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 (e) The Board shall adopt regulations that establish the passing score for 

an examination.  

 

 (f) (1) The Board shall mail or electronically transmit to each applicant 

notice of the applicant õs examination score.  

 

  (2) Any applicant who requests an appointment within 60 days after 

the date on which the notice  is mailed or electronically transmitted may review the 

applicant õs answers to the examination.  

 

 (g) (1) If the Board uses the services of the American Institute of 

Certified Public Accountants to grade an examination, the Boar d may mail or 

electronically transmit the examination answers to the Institute.  

 

  (2) If the Board sends out examination answers for grading in 

accordance with paragraph (1) of this subsection, the Board is not liable for the loss 

or destruction of any of the examination answers while the answers are out of the 

possession of the Board.  

 

§2ð306. 

 

 The Board may adopt regulations that, under the conditions that the Board 

considers appropriate, allow an  applicant who obtains a passing score on any part of 

an examination to:  

 

   (1) be given credit for that part; and  

 

  (2) be reexamined only in the remaining parts.  

 

§2ð307. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, an applicant who fails an 

examination given under § 2-305 of this subtitle may retake the examination.  

 

 (b) (1) Subject to the provisions of this subsection, the Board may not 

l imit the number of times that an applicant may take an examination.  

 

  (2) The Board may adopt regulations to set conditions for retaking 

examinations, including requirements that an applicant:  

 

   (i)  wait a  reasonable period between examinations; and  
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   (ii)  prepare for reexamination in a manner specified by the 

Board.  

 

 (c) (1) An applicant for reexamination shall:  

 

   (i)  submit to the Board an application for reexamination on 

the form that the Board provides; and  

 

   (ii)  pay to the Board or the Board õs designee a reexamination 

fee set under this subsection.  

 

  (2) The Board shal l set fees for reexamination so that:  

 

   (i)  the fee for reexamination on the entire examination does 

not exceed the cost of the required reexamination; and  

 

   (ii)  the fee for reexamination on less tha n the entire 

examination is less than the fee set for the entire examination.  

 

§2ð308. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board may waive any 

examination requirement of this subtitle for:  

 

  (1) a certified public accountant licensed by another state; or  

 

  (2) the holder of a license, certificate, or degree that is issued by 

another country and is recognized as authority for the holder to practice public 

accountancy in that country in a manner comparable to practicing certified public 

accountancy in this State.  

 

 (b) The Board may grant a waiver under this section only if the applicant:  

 

  (1) is of good character and reputation;  

 

  (2) is at least 18 years of age;  

 

  (3) pays to the Board:  

 

   (i)  a nonrefundable application fee set by the Board; and  

 

   (ii)  a license fee set by the Board; and  
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  (4) provides adequate evidence that the applicant has met 

educational, examination, and experience requirements that are:  

 

   (i)  substantially equivalent to those required by the laws  of 

this State;  

 

   (ii)  substantially equivalent to those required by the laws of 

the State at the time the applicant was licensed in another state; or  

 

   (iii)  after passing the Uniform Certified Publi c Accountancy 

Examination, has obtained 4 years of practical work experience, as defined in § 2ð

302(f) of this subtitle, within the last 10 years immediately preceding submission of 

the application.  

 

 (c) (1) For the purpos es of this subtitle, òsubstantial equivalency ó means 

a determination made by the Board or its designee that:  

 

   (i)  the education, examination, and experience requirements 

contained in the laws or administrative rules  of another jurisdiction are comparable 

to, or exceed, the education, examination, and experience requirements contained in 

the Uniform Accountancy Act; or  

 

   (ii)  an individual õs education, examination, and experience are 

comparable to or exceed the education, examination, and experience requirements 

contained in the Uniform Accountancy Act.  

 

  (2) In determining substantial equivalency, the Board shall take into 

account an individual õs qualifica tions without regard to the sequence in which the 

education, examination, or experience requirements are met.  

 

§2ð309. 

 

 (a) If an applicant qualifies for a license under this subtitle, the Board shall 

mail or electro nically transmit to the applicant a notice that states that:  

 

  (1) the applicant has qualified for a license; and  

 

  (2) on receipt of a license fee set by the Board, the Board will issue a 

license to the applic ant.  

 

 (b) On payment of the license fee, the Board shall issue a license to each 

applicant who meets the requirements of this subtitle.  

 

§2ð311. 
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 (a) Unless a license is renewed for a 2 ðyear term as provided in this section, 

the license expires on the first December 31 that comes:  

 

  (1) after the effective date of the license; and  

 

  (2) in an evenðnumbered year.  

 

 (b) (1) At least 1 month before a license expires, the Board shall mail or 

electronically transmit to the licensee:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current license expires; and  

 

    2. the amount of the license fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Boar d as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

licensee, at the last known address of the licensee, the materials required under 

paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmi ssion was undeliverable.  

 

 (c) Before a license expires, the licensee periodically may renew it for an 

additional 2 ðyear term, if the licensee:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to be licensed;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a license fee set by the Board; and  

 

  (3) submits to the Board:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application on the form that the Board provides; 

and 

 

   (ii)  satisfactor y evidence of compliance with the continuing 

education requirements set under this subtitle for license renewal.  

 

 (d) The Board shall renew the license of each licensee who meets the 

requirements of this section.  
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 (e) The Secretary may determine that licenses issued under this subtitle 

shall expire on a staggered basis.  

 

§2ð312. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board shall adopt regulations that set, in accordance with 

this section, continuing ed ucation requirements as a condition to the renewal of 

licenses under this subtitle.  

 

  (2) A continuing education requirement does not apply to the first 

renewal of a license.  

 

  (3) (i)  To qualify for any fu rther renewal of a license under this 

subtitle, a licensee shall complete, for each 2 ðyear license term, at least 80 hours in 

programs that the Board approves.  

 

   (ii)  If a licensee completes more than 80 hours during a 2 ðyear 

license term, the Board shall credit the excess hours to the requirements for the 

following term.  

 

  (4) Except as provided under paragraph (5) of this subsection, a 

licensee may not be required to take an examination to qua lify for license renewal 

under this section.  

 

  (5) On request of a licensee, the Board may allow the licensee to 

substitute the passage of an examination for a number of program hours. If the Board 

grants a request under this paragra ph, the Board shall determine the number of 

program hours that the licensee may satisfy by passage of the examination.  

 

 (b) The Board shall set continuing education requirements under this 

section: 

 

  (1) to ensure reasonable knowledge about the current practice of 

accountancy by certified public accountants and, thus, to ensure a high standard of 

practice in the profession;  

 

  (2) to provide for programs in the various specialized areas of 

accountancy in which certified public accountants practice;  

 

  (3) to provide a licensee with alternative ways by which to qualify 

through a variety of programs, which may include:  

 

   (i)  professional developmen t programs;  
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   (ii)  technical sessions of professional societies or chapters;  

 

   (iii)  college courses; 

 

   (iv)  formal, organized, in ðfirm educational programs of 

certif ied public accounting firms;  

 

   (v) seminars provided by governmental units; and  

 

   (vi)  other seminars or symposiums related to the practice of 

accountancy; and  

 

  (4) to ensure t hat the programs approved for compliance with the 

continuing education requirements are available at reasonable intervals throughout 

the State.  

 

 (c) (1) The Board may appoint a continuing education committee to help 

the Board in carr ying out this section.  

 

  (2) Each member of a continuing education committee shall be a 

licensed certified public accountant.  

 

  (3) A continuing education committee shall have the duties that the 

Board assigns.  

 

 (d) The regulations adopted under this section shall provide for a system for 

reporting and recording the program hours that each licensee earns. However, the 

Board may not require a licensee to submit scores or grades earned during 

participation by the licensee in a program.  

 

 (e) (1) The Board may enter into written agreements with qualified 

persons wishing to conduct approved programs.  

 

  (2) A person seeking approval by the Board for this purpose shall:  

 

   (i)  submit to the Board an application on the form that the 

Board provides; and  

 

   (ii)  pay a continuing education provider fee set by the Board.  

 

  (3) Agreement s entered into under this section shall expire on April 

30 of each evenðnumbered year.  

 

§2ð313. 
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 (a) The Board shall place a licensee on inactive status and issue an inactive 

status certificate to the licensee,  if the licensee:  

 

  (1) submits to the Board an application for inactive status on the 

form that the Board provides;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board an inactive status fee set by the Board; and  

 

  (3) except for the continuing education requirements set under § 2ð

312 of this subtitle, qualifies for an active license.  

 

 (b) A licensee on inactive status may not practice certified public 

accountancy in the State.  

 

 (c) (1) Unless a licensee on inactive status renews it as provided in this 

section, the licensee loses that status on the first December 31 that comes:  

 

   (i)  after the inactive status certificate is issued to the  licensee; 

and 

 

   (ii)  in an evenðnumbered year.  

 

  (2) (i)  At least 1 month before the inactive status of a licensee 

expires, the Board shall mail or electronically transmit to the licensee:  

 

    1. a renewal application form; and  

 

    2. a notice that states:  

 

    A. the date on which the inactive status expires; and  

 

    B. the amount of the inactive status fee.  

 

   (ii)  If an electronic transmission under subparagraph (i) of this 

paragraph is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

licensee, at the last known address of the l icensee, the materials required under 

subparagraph (i) of this paragraph within 10 business days of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

  (3) Before an inactive status expires, t he licensee periodically may 

renew it for an additional 2 ðyear term, if the licensee:  

 

   (i)  otherwise is entitled to be placed on inactive status;  
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   (ii)  pays to the Board an inactive status fee  set by the Board; 

and 

 

   (iii)  submits to the Board a renewal application on the form 

that the Board provides.  

 

  (4) After an inactive status expires, the former licensee may reapply 

for inactive status wi thout meeting the continuing education requirements to qualify 

for an active license under § 2ð312 of this subtitle, only if the former licensee:  

 

   (i)  otherwise is entitled to be placed on inactive status;  

 

   (ii)  pays to the Board an inactive status fee set by the Board; 

and 

 

   (iii)  reapplies to the Board for inactive status within 2 years 

after initial expiration of inactive status on a form that the Board provi des. 

 

  (5) The Board shall renew the inactive status of each licensee or 

grant the reapplication for inactive status of each former licensee who meets the 

requirements of this subsection.  

 

 (d) The Board shall react ivate the license of a licensee who is on inactive 

status, if the licensee:  

 

  (1) complies with each continuing education requirement that the 

Board sets for this purpose;  

 

  (2) submits to the Board an applicat ion for reactivation; and  

 

  (3) pays to the Board a reactivation fee that is equal to the license fee 

set by the Board under § 2ð311 of this subtitle.  

 

§2ð314. 

 

 In accordance with its re gulations, the Board may reinstate the license of an 

individual who has failed to renew the license for any reason if the individual:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to be licensed;  

 

  (2) complies with each continu ing education requirement that the 

Board sets for this purpose; and  
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  (3) pays to the Board a reinstatement fee set by the Board.  

 

§2ð315. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 2ð317 of this subtitle, the 

Board, on the affirmative vote of a majority of its members, may deny a license to any 

applicant, reprimand any licensee, or suspend or revoke a license if the applicant or 

licensee: 

 

   (i)  fr audulently or deceptively obtains or attempts to obtain a 

license for the applicant or licensee or for another;  

 

   (ii)  fraudulently or deceptively uses a license;  

 

   (iii)  under the laws of the United States or of any state, is 

convicted of: 

 

    1. a felony; or  

 

    2. a misdemeanor that is directly related to the fitness 

and qualification of the applicant or licensee to practice certified pub lic accountancy;  

 

   (iv)  is guilty of fraud or other dishonesty in the practice of 

accountancy; 

 

   (v) is guilty of gross negligence in the practice of accountancy;  

 

   (vi)  vi olates any provision of Subtitle 6 of this title;  

 

   (vii)  has had the right to practice as a certified public 

accountant in another state denied, revoked, or suspended;  

 

   (viii)  has been sanctioned in  another state in a matter relating 

to the practice of public accountancy;  

 

   (ix)  has had the renewal of the right to practice as a certified 

public accountant in another state denied for any cause other than failure to pay a 

renewal fee; 

 

   (x) has had the right to practice as a certified public 

accountant before any unit of the State or federal government revoked or suspended;  

 

   (xi)  has been sanctioned by any unit of State  or federal 

government, or any regulatory entity established by law, for an act or omission that 
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directly relates to the fitness of the applicant or licensee to practice public 

accountancy; or  

 

   (xii)  violates a rule of professi onal conduct adopted by the 

Board.  

 

  (2) (i)  Instead of or in addition to reprimanding the licensee or 

suspending or revoking a license under this subsection, the Board may impose a 

penalty not exceeding $5,000 for each violation . 

 

   (ii)  To determine the amount of the penalty imposed under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

    1. the seriousness of the violation;  

 

    2. the harm caus ed by the violation;  

 

    3. the good faith of the licensee; and  

 

    4. any history of previous violations by the licensee.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

 (b) The Board shall consider the following facts in the granting, denial, 

renewal, suspension, or revocation of a license or the reprimand of a licensee when 

an applicant or lice nsee is convicted of a felony or misdemeanor described in 

subsection (a)(1)(iii) of this section:  

 

  (1) the nature of the crime;  

 

  (2) the relationship of the crime to the activities authorized by the 

license; 

 

  (3) with respect to a felony, the relevance of the conviction to the 

fitness and qualification of the applicant or licensee to practice certified public 

accountancy; 

 

  (4) the length of time since the convict ion; and  

 

  (5) the behavior and activities of the applicant or licensee before and 

after the conviction.  
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 (c) On suspension or revocation of a license, the holder shall surrender to 

the Board the license certificat e of the holder.  

 

 (d) At the end of a suspension period, the Board shall return to the licensee 

the license certificate surrendered under this section.  

 

§2ð316. 

 

 On its own initiative or on a written c omplaint made to the Board by any 

person, the Board may commence proceedings under § 2-315 of this subtitle.  

 

§2ð317. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, before th e Board takes any final action under § 2-315 of this subtitle, it shall 

give the individual against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a 

hearing before the Board.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing  in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) The Board may administer oaths in connection with any proceeding 

under this section.  

 

 (d) (1) The Board may issue a subpoena for the at tendance of a witness 

to testify or the production of evidence in connection with any proceeding under this 

section. 

 

  (2) If a person fails to comply with a subpoena issued under this 

subsection, on petition of the Board, a circuit court may compel compliance with the 

subpoena. 

 

 (e) If, after due notice, the individual against whom the action is 

contemplated fails or refuses to appear, nevertheless the Board may hear and 

determine the matter.  

 

§2ð318. 

 

 (a) (1) For the limited purpose set forth in paragraph (2) of this 

subsection, a license shall remain in effect and may not expire by operation of law 

while the licensee is under investigation by the Board or awaiting a hear ing or 

disposition on charges subject to disciplinary action under this subtitle.  
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  (2) Any extension of a license term caused under this subsection is 

effective only for the purpose of retaining the jurisdiction of the Board over th e 

licensee during the course of disciplinary proceedings and does not prevent the license 

from expiring for any other purpose.  

 

 (b) Unless the Board agrees to accept the surrender, a licensee may not 

surrender a license while the license e is under investigation or awaiting a hearing or 

disposition on charges subject to disciplinary action under this subtitle.  

 

§2ð319. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board may reinstate:  

 

  (1) any license that has been revoked; or  

 

  (2) before fulfillment of the conditions of the suspension, any license 

that has been suspended.  

 

 (b) A license may be reinstated under this section only if:  

 

  (1) the individual whose license has been revoked or suspended 

submits a written request to the Board;  

 

  (2) the Board holds a hearing on the request;  

 

  (3) the Board, by an affirma tive vote of a majority of its members, 

votes to reinstate the license; and  

 

  (4) the individual pays to the Board a reinstatement fee set by the 

Board.  

 

§2ð321. 

 

 (a) In this section, òpractice certified public accountancy ó includes the 

practice of public accountancy.  

 

 (b) (1) An individual whose principal place of business is outside the 

State is exempt from the licensing requirement under § 2ð301 of this subtitle and 

shall be considered to have qualifications that are substantially equivalent to a 

licensee if:  

 

   (i)  the individual holds a valid license as a certified public 

accountant from another state; and  
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   (ii)  the requirements of that state have been verified by 

NASBA as substantially equivalent with the licensure requirements of the Uniform 

Accountancy Act.  

 

  (2) An individual who qualifies for an exemption under par agraph (1) 

of this subsection may exercise all of the privileges of a licensed certified public 

accountant.  

 

 (c) (1) An individual who is licensed by a state that the NASBA National 

Qualification Appraisal Service has not verified to  be in substantial equivalence with 

the CPA licensure requirements of the Uniform Accountancy Act may exercise all of 

the privileges of  a licensed certified public accountant if  the individual:  

 

   (i)  retains a principal place of business outside of the State;  

 

   (ii)  holds a valid license as a certified public accountant;  and  

 

   (iii)  has qualifications that the NASBA National Qualification 

Appraisal Service has determined to be substantially equivalent to the CPA licensure 

requirements of the Uniform Accountancy Act.  

 

  (2) An individual who has passed the Uniform CPA Examination and 

holds a valid license issued by another state prior to January 1, 201 2, may be exempt 

from the education requirements in the Uniform Accountancy Act for purposes of this 

subsection. 

 

  (3) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, an individual who 

qualifies for a practice privilege under this sectio n may practice certified public 

accountancy in the State:  

 

   (i)  by any means, including mail, telephone, or electronic 

communication; and  

 

   (ii)  without any notice, fee, or other submission to the Boa rd.  

 

 (d) As a condition of the practice privilege, an individual who is licensed by 

another state and qualifies for a practice privilege under this subtitle and any firm 

that employs the individual to practice in the State shall both con sent to:  

 

  (1) the personal and subject matter jurisdiction and disciplinary 

authority of the Board;  

 

  (2) complying with State public accountancy laws and regulations 

adopted by the Board;  
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  (3) the appointment of the State Board of Public Accountancy that 

issued the individual õs license to practice certified public accountancy as the agent 

upon which process may be served in any action or proceeding by the Board against 

the individ ual; and  

 

  (4) ceasing to offer or provide services in the State that are subject to 

this title if the license issued by the state in which the individual õs principal place of 

business is located is no longer valid.  

 

 (e) An individual authorized to practice certified public accountancy under 

this section and under the practice privilege may represent to the public, by use of a 

title, including òlicensed certified public accountant ó, òcertifie d public accountant ó, 

òpublic accountant ó, or òauditor ó, by use of the abbreviation òCPAó, by description of 

services, methods, or procedures, or otherwise, that the individual is authorized to 

practice certified p ublic accountancy in the State.  

 

 (f) A sole practitioner who is practicing in the State under the practice 

privilege may only perform attest services as defined in § 2ð101(c)(1), (4), or (5) of this 

title, through a firm that holds  a permit issued under § 2ð401 of this title.  

 

§2ð401. 

 

 (a) A firm shall hold a permit issued by the Board if the firm:  

 

  (1) has an office in this State that performs attest s ervices as defined 

in § 2ð101(c) of this title; or  

 

  (2) has an office in this State that uses the title òCPAó or òCPA firm ó. 

 

 (b) A firm that does not have an office in this Stat e may perform attest 

services as defined in § 2ð101(c) of this title for a client in this State without a permit 

if the firm:  

 

  (1) meets the application and peer review requirements under §§ 2ð

402, 2ð402.1, and 2ð403 of this subtitle and § 2ð4Að02 of this title; and  

 

  (2) performs services through an individual with a practice privilege 

under § 2ð321 of this title in the state where the individu al with a practice privilege 

retains a principal place of business.  

 

 (c) The Board shall grant or renew a permit to practice as a CPA firm to a 

partnership, limited liability company, or corporation that demonstrates its 

qualifications i n accordance with this section.  
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 (d) If a firm does not meet the requirements of this section, the firm may 

perform professional services other than attest services while using the title òCPAó 

or òCPA firm ó in thi s State without a permit, if the firm:  

 

  (1) performs those services through an individual with a practice 

privilege provided under § 2ð321 of this title; and  

 

  (2) performs those services in the sta te where the individual with a 

practice privilege retains a principal place of business.  

 

§2ð402. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a permit, a partnership shall meet the requirements of 

this section.  

 

 (b) The partnership shall:  

 

  (1) have at least a simple majority of the partners, officers, 

shareholders, members, or managers, in terms of financial interest and voting rights, 

be licensed in a state;  

 

  (2) (i)  have a permanent office in the State from which an 

individual is licensed to practice certified public accountancy; or  

 

   (ii)  have at least a simple majority of the partners, officers, 

shareholders, members, or managers retain a pr incipal place of business in this State;  

 

  (3) hold a valid license issued under § 2ð301 of this title; and  

 

  (4) comply with regulations promulgated by the Board.  

 

 (c) An individu al who is not licensed to practice certified public accountancy 

in this State or another state may have an ownership interest in the partnership if:  

 

  (1) a simple majority of the ownership of the partnership, in terms of 

financial i nterests and voting rights, is held by individuals licensed to practice 

certified public accountancy in this or another state;  

 

  (2) the individual is an active participant in the partnership or its 

affiliated entities;  
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  (3) the partnership designates, to the Board, a licensee of this State, 

or a qualified licensee of another state who is responsible for the  registration of the 

partnership; and  

 

  (4) the partnership complies with regulat ions adopted by the Board.  

 

 (d) At least 1 general partner and any other partner who practices or 

intends to practice certified public accountancy in the State shall be licensed by the 

Board to practice certified public accountancy in th e State or qualify for a practice 

privilege under § 2ð321 of this title.  

 

§2ð402.1. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a permit, a limited liability company shall meet the 

requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) The limited liability company shall:  

 

  (1) have at least a simple majority of the officers, shareholders, 

members, or managers, in terms of financial interest and voting rights, be licensed in 

a state;  

 

  (2) (i)  have a permanent office in the State from which an 

individual is  licensed to practice certified public accountancy; or  

 

   (ii)  have at least a simple majority of the officers, shareholders, 

members, or managers retai n a principal place of business in this State;  

 

  (3) hold a valid license issued under § 2ð301 of this title; and  

 

  (4) comply with regulations adopted by the Board.  

 

 (c) An indivi dual who is not licensed to practice certified public accountancy 

in this State or another state may have an ownership interest in the limited liability 

company if:  

 

  (1) a simple majority of the ownership of the limited liability 

company, in terms of financial interests and voting rights, is held by individuals 

licensed to practice certified public accountancy in this or another state; and  

 

  (2) the individual is an active participant in the limited liability 

company or affiliated entities.  

 

§2ð403. 
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 (a) To qualify for a permit, a corporation shall meet the requirements of this 

section. 

 

 (b) The corporation shall meet the applicable requirements of the M aryland 

Professional Service Corporation Act or of the comparable law in another state.  

 

 (c) The corporation shall:  

 

  (1) have at least a simple majority of the officers, shareholders, 

members, or managers, in term s of financial interest and voting rights, be licensed in 

a state;  

 

  (2) (i)  have a permanent office in the State from which an 

individual is  licensed to practice certified public accountancy; or  

 

   (ii)  have at least a simple majority of the officers, shareholders, 

members, or managers retain a principal place of business in this State;  

 

  (3) hold a valid license issued under § 2ð301 of this title; and  

 

  (4) comply with regulations adopted by the Board.  

 

 (d) An individual who is not licensed to practice certified public accountancy 

in this State or another state may have an ownership interest in the corporation if:  

 

  (1) a simple majority of the ownership of the corporation, in terms of 

financial interests and voting rights, is held by individuals licensed to practice 

certified public accountancy in this or another state;  

 

  (2) the in dividual is an active participant in the corporation or 

affiliated entities;  

 

  (3) the corporation submits to the Board the name of a licensee of this 

State, or, if applicable, a licensee of another state with a practice privilege in  this 

State who is responsible for the registration of the corporation; and  

 

  (4) the corporation complies with any other requirements that the 

Board imposes.  

 

§2ð404. 

 

 (a) An applicant for a p ermit shall:  
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  (1) submit to the Board an application on the form that the Board 

provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board a nonrefundable application fee set by the Board.  

 

 (b) In addition to any  other information required on an application form, 

the form shall require:  

 

  (1) for a partnership applicant, a list of each partner who practices 

or who intends to practice certified public accountancy in the State;  

 

  (2) for a limited liability company, a list of each member who 

practices or who intends to practice certified public accountancy in the State; and  

 

  (3) for a corporate applicant, a list of all of the shareholders of the 

corporation.  

 

§2ð405. 

 

 (a) If an applicant qualifies for a permit under this subtitle, the Board shall 

mail or electronically transmit to the applicant a notice that states that:  

 

  (1) the applic ant has qualified for a permit; and  

 

  (2) on receipt of a permit fee set by the Board, the Board will issue a 

permit to the applicant.  

 

 (b) On payment of the permit fee, the Board shall issue a permit to each 

appli cant that meets the requirements of this subtitle.  

 

§2ð406. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section and while a permit is in effect, it 

authorizes the holder to:  

 

  (1) operate a business through which an individual practices certified 

public accountancy; and  

 

  (2) represent to the public that the business provides the services of 

a licensed certified public accountant.  

 

 (b) A permit authorizes the  holder to provide a service that constitutes 

practicing certified public accountancy only if the service is performed by an 

individual who is licensed or otherwise authorized under this title to practice.  
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 (c) A firm may use the title òCPAó or òCPA firm ó without a permit issued 

under this section if the firm is performing other professional services that do not 

require a permit if:  

 

  (1) the firm performs those services through an individual  with a 

practice privilege under § 2ð321 of this title; and  

 

  (2) the firm performs those services in the state where the individual 

with a practice privilege retains a principal place of business.  

 

§2ð407. 

 

 (a) Unless a permit is renewed for a 2 ðyear term as provided in this section, 

the permit expires on the first December 31 that comes:  

 

  (1) after the effective date of the permit; and  

 

  (2) in an evenðnumbered year.  

 

 (b) (1) At least 1 month before a permit expires, the Board shall mail or 

electronically transmit to the permit holder:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current permit expires; and  

 

    2. the amount of the permit fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic  transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

permit holder, at the last known address of the permit holder, the materials required 

under paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (c) Before a permit expires, the permit holder periodically may renew it for 

an additional 2 ðyear term, if the holder:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to a permit;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a permit fee set by the Board; and  
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  (3) submits to the Board a renewal application on the form that the 

Board provides.  

 

 (d) The Board shall renew the permit of each permit holder who meets the 

requirements of this section.  

 

§2ð408. 

 

 (a) Within 1 month after the change or occurrence, a partnership that holds 

a permit  shall give to the Board written notice of:  

 

  (1) a change in the name of the partnership;  

 

  (2) the admission of any partner who practices or intends to practice 

certified public accountancy in the State;  

 

  (3) the death of any partner who practiced certified public 

accountancy in the State; and  

 

  (4) the withdrawal of any partner who practiced certified public 

accountancy in the State.  

 

 (b) Withi n 1 month after the change or occurrence, a limited liability 

company that holds a permit shall give to the Board written notice of:  

 

  (1) a change in the name of the limited liability company;  

 

  (2) the admiss ion of any member who practices or intends to practice 

certified public accountancy in the State;  

 

  (3) the death of any member who practiced certified public 

accountancy in the State; and  

 

  (4) the withdrawal of any member who practiced certified public 

accountancy in the State.  

 

 (c) Within 1 month after the change or occurrence, a corporation that holds 

a permit shall give to the Board written notice of:  

 

  (1) a change in the name of the corporation;  

 

  (2) the death of any stockholder; and  

 

  (3) a change in stockholders.  
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§2ð409. 

 

 The surviving partner of a partnership that holds a permit may use the 

partnership name for 1 year after the death of the next to the last partner.  

 

§2ð410. 

 

 (a) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 2ð412 of this subtitle, the Board, 

on the affirmative vote of a  majority of its members, may deny a permit to any 

applicant, reprimand a permit holder, or suspend or revoke a permit:  

 

  (1) for any applicable ground under § 2ð315 of this title;  

 

  (2) if the appli cant or permit holder fraudulently or deceptively 

obtains or attempts to obtain a permit;  

 

  (3) if the applicant or permit holder fraudulently or deceptively uses 

a permit;  

 

  (4) if the applicant or permit hold er fails to meet or continue to meet 

the qualifications or requirements set forth under § 2ð402 or § 2ð403 of this subtitle; 

or 

 

  (5) if the applicant or permit holder has a partner, member, or 

corporate officer  whose license has been suspended or revoked by the Board.  

 

 (b) On suspension or revocation of a permit, the holder shall surrender to 

the Board the permit certificate of the holder.  

 

 (c) At the end of a suspension per iod, the Board shall return to the permit 

holder the permit certificate surrendered under this section.  

 

 (d) (1) Instead of or in addition to reprimanding the permit holder or 

suspending or revoking a permit under this subsection, th e Board may impose a 

penalty not exceeding $5,000 for each violation.  

 

  (2) To determine the amount of the penalty imposed under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the viol ation;  

 

   (ii)  the harm caused by the violation;  
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   (iii)  the good faith of the permit holder; and  

 

   (iv)  any history of previous violations by the permit holder.  

 

 (e) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection into the 

General Fund of the State.  

 

§2ð411. 

 

 On its own initiative or on a written complaint made to the Board by any 

person, the Board may co mmence proceedings under § 2-410 of this subtitle.  

 

§2ð412. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 2-410 of this subtitle, it shall 

give the person against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a hearing 

before the Board.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Governme nt Article.  

 

 (c) The Board may administer oaths in connection with any proceeding 

under this section.  

 

 (d) (1) The Board may issue a subpoena for the attendance of a witness 

to testify or the production of evidence  in connection with any proceeding under this 

section. 

 

  (2) If a person fails to comply with a subpoena issued under this 

subsection, on petition of the Board, a circuit court may compel compliance with the 

subpoena. 

 

 (e) If, after due notice, the person against whom the action is contemplated 

fails or refuses to appear, nevertheless the Board may hear and determine the matter.  

 

§2ð413. 

 

 (a) (1) For the limited purpose se t forth in paragraph (2) of this 

subsection, a permit shall remain in effect and may not expire by operation of law 

while the permit holder is under investigation by the Board or awaiting a hearing or 

disposition on charges subject to disciplinary action u nder this subtitle.  
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  (2) Any extension of a permit term caused under this subsection is 

effective only for the purpose of retaining the jurisdiction of the Board over the permit 

holder during the course of disciplinary proceedings a nd does not prevent the permit 

from expiring for any other purpose.  

 

 (b) Unless the Board agrees to accept the surrender, a permit holder may 

not surrender a permit while the holder is under investigation or awaiting a hearing 

or disposi tion on charges subject to disciplinary action under this subtitle.  

 

§2ð414. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board may reinstate:  

 

  (1) any permit that has been revoked; or  

 

  (2) before fulfillment of the conditions of the suspension, any permit 

that has been suspended.  

 

 (b) A permit may be reinstated under this section only if:  

 

  (1) the partnership, limited li ability company, or corporation whose 

permit has been revoked or suspended submits a written request to the Board;  

 

  (2) the Board holds a hearing on the request;  

 

  (3) the Board, by an affirmative vote of a ma jority of its members, 

votes to reinstate the permit; and  

 

  (4) the partnership, limited liability company, or corporation pays to 

the Board a reinstatement fee set by the Board.  

 

§2ð415. 

 

 After th e Board issues a permit, the permit holder shall continue to comply 

with the respective requirements of § 2-402 or § 2-403 of this subtitle.  

 

§2ð416. 

 

 In accordance with its regulations, the Board may reinstate  the permit of a 

firm that has failed to renew the permit for any reason if the firm:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to a permit; and  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a reinstatement fee set by the Board.  
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§2ð4Að01. 

 

 (a) In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) òEngagement review ó means a peer review that evaluates whether there 

is a reasonable basis for expressing lim ited assurance that:  

 

  (1) financial statements with which the individual or firm is 

associated conform in all material respects with professional standards; and  

 

  (2) reports and internal documentation of the work performed by the 

individual or firm conform with professional standards.  

 

 (c) òFailó means, in connection with a report of a peer reviewer, one or more 

significant deficiencies in performing or reporting in conformity wi th professional 

standards in the individual or the firm being reviewed.  

 

 (d) òPeer reviewó means a study, appraisal, or review of one or more aspects 

of the professional work of an individual or firm performed by a person lic ensed as a 

certified public accountant.  

 

 (e) òReport indicating pass with deficiencies ó means a report of a peer 

reviewer that indicates one or more deficiencies in performing or reporting in 

conformity with professional stan dards in the individual or firm being reviewed.  

 

 (f) òReviewó means the analysis of a financial statement that:  

 

  (1) is performed in accordance with the Statements on Standards for 

Accounting and Revie w Services of the American Institute of Certified Public 

Accountants; and  

 

  (2) provides a licensee with a reasonable basis for expressing limited 

assurance that there are no material modifications that should be made to the 

statemen t in order for it to be in accordance with generally accepted accounting 

principles, or, if applicable, with any other comprehensive basis of accounting.  

 

 (g) òSystem reviewó means a peer review evaluating whether there is 

reasonable assurance that:  

 

  (1) the system of quality control of the individual or firm being 

reviewed is designed and operated in such a manner as to meet professional 

standards;  
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  (2) financial statements with  which the licensee or firm is associated 

conform in all material respects with professional standards; and  

 

  (3) reports and internal documentation of the work performed by the 

licensee or firm conform with professional standards.  

 

§2ð4Að02. 

 

 (a) (1) A licensee or permit holder who performs any of the services 

described in § 2-4A-04 of this subtitle shall be required to undergo, at least once every 

3 years, a peer review.  

 

  (2) The Board may modify the peer review requirement for a licensee 

or permit holder upon a showing of good cause.  

 

 (b) A peer review shall be performed and recorded in accordance with 

standards no less stringent than t hose set forth in the standards for performing and 

reporting on peer reviews of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants.  

 

 (c) The Board must approve a peer review program other than the peer 

review program of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants prior to its 

use to satisfy the requirements of this section.  

 

 (d) A licensee or permit holder shall affirm under the penalties of perjury 

on a standard form provided by the Board compliance with  the peer review 

requirement at the time of license or permit renewal.  

 

§2ð4Að03. 

 

 (a) A licensee or permit holder who provides services requiring peer review 

on or after October 1, 2005, shall comply with the peer review requirement within 3 

years after initiating those services.  

 

 (b) A licensee or permit holder who provides services requiring a peer 

review and who submits a renewal application after October 1, 2008, shall affirm 

under the pe nalties of perjury on a standard form provided by the Board completion 

of the licensee or permit holder õs most recent peer review.  

 

 (c) If the 3 -year period in subsection (a) of this section has not expired prior 

to the date of the  license or permit renewal, and the licensee or permit holder has had 

no peer review within the last 3 years, the licensee or permit holder must notify the 

Board in writing within 30 days of the date the peer review is completed.  

 

§2ð4Að04. 
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 (a) A system review is required for a licensee or permit holder that performs 

any of the following services:  

 

  (1) engagements governed by the Statements on Auditing Standards 

of the American Institute  of Certified Public Accountants; or  

 

  (2) engagements governed by the government auditing standards 

issued by the U.S. Government Accountability Office;  

 

  (3) examinations of prospective financial information under:  

 

   (i)  the Statements on Standards for Attestation Engagements 

of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants; or  

 

   (ii)  the government auditing standards issued by the U.S. 

Governmen t Accountability Office; or  

 

  (4) audits of issuers not registered with the U.S. Securities and 

Exchange Commission that are performed under standards of the Public Company 

Accounting Oversight Board.  

 

 (b) An engagement review is required for a licensee or permit holder not 

required to have a system review that performs any of the following services:  

 

  (1) review of historical financial statements in accordance with the 

Statements on Standards  for Accounting and Review Services of the American 

Institute of Certified Public Accountants;  

 

  (2) compilation of historical financial statements with disclosures 

performed under the Statements on Standards for Accounting and Revie w Services 

of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants;  

 

  (3) compilation of historical financial statements that omit 

substantially all disclosures performed under the Statements on Standards for 

Accounting and Review Services of the American Institute of Certified Public 

Accountants; or  

 

  (4) engagements performed under the Statements on Standards for 

Attestation Engagements of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 

other than the  examination of prospective financial statements.  

 

§2ð4Að05. 

 



 

 - 45 - 

 (a) Prior to conducting a peer review, an individual must be approved by 

the Board.  

 

 (b) In order to receive approval from the Bo ard, a peer reviewer shall:  

 

  (1) have and maintain an active license as a certified public 

accountant in this or any other state;  

 

  (2) possess a level of knowledge of applicable professional standards 

acceptable to the Board;  

 

  (3) possess at least 5 years recent experience in the practice of public 

accounting;  

 

  (4) have received a passing report on the most recent peer review of 

the prospective peer reviewer; and  

 

  (5) complete an appropriate training course as determined by the 

Board.  

 

 (c) In order to serve as a team captain of a system review, a peer reviewer 

must have and maintain ownership or management of a firm or co mparable 

responsibility.  

 

 (d) A peer reviewer shall have no connection to the licensee or permit holder 

being reviewed that might impair the peer reviewer õs independence. 

 

 (e) A peer reviewer shall:  

 

  (1) prepare a report of findings in accordance with the standards for 

performing and reporting on peer reviews of the American Institute of Certified 

Public Accountants; and  

 

  (2) maintain the report for a period of 3 yea rs. 

 

 (f) A peer reviewer shall provide a copy of the report to the Board only if 

the licensee or permit holder being reviewed has:  

 

  (1) been directed to take corrective action and has failed to satisfy 

the peer re viewer that such action has been completed in a timely manner;  

 

  (2) received a second consecutive report indicating pass with 

deficiencies; or  
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  (3) received a failing report.  

 

 (g) A peer reviewer shall comply with all Board regulations and directives 

regarding the peer review process.  

 

 (h) The Board may revoke its approval of a peer reviewer under this section 

if the peer reviewer:  

 

  (1) violates any  provision of this title;  

 

  (2) violates any regulation adopted by the Board; or  

 

  (3) is sanctioned by any state board of accountancy or any unit of 

State or federal government.  

 

§2ð4Að06. 

 

 (a) Upon the receipt of a report from a peer reviewer, the Board shall review 

the report to determine what disciplinary or corrective action is appropriate.  

 

 (b) The Board may require a licensee or permit holde r to:  

 

  (1) undergo peer review more frequently than once every 3 years; and  

 

  (2) complete additional continuing professional education courses.  

 

 (c) Prior to taking any final action under s ubsection (b) of this section, the 

Board shall give the licensee or permit holder against whom the action is 

contemplated an opportunity for a hearing before the Board.  

 

 (d) If the peer review report reveals evidence that the licensee or  permit 

holder has engaged in conduct that is prohibited under § 2-315 or § 2-410 of this title, 

the Board may file formal charges against the licensee or permit holder.  

 

§2ð501. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board may adopt regulations to:  

 

   (i)  require that each office maintained in the State for the 

practice of accounting by an individual accountant or partnership or corporate permit 

holder be registered every 2 years with the Board by the individual, partnership, or 

corporation; and  

 

   (ii)  set the procedure to carry out the registration.  
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  (2) The Board may not charge a fee for any registration required 

under this section.  

 

 (b) If a licensee or a permit holder fails to register any office as required by 

a regulation adopted under subsection (a) of this section, the license or permit shall:  

 

  (1) be suspended automatically; and  

 

  (2) remain suspended until the licensee or permit holder complies 

with the registration requirements adopted under this section.  

 

§2ð502. 

 

 (a) In this section, òaccountantõs documentó: 

 

  (1) means any of the following documents, if the document is 

prepared by an accountant in the course of professional service provided to a client:  

 

   (i)  a memorandum;  

 

   (ii)  a record; 

 

   (iii)  a schedule; 

 

   (iv)  a statement; or  

 

   (v) a working paper; and  

 

  (2) does not include any document provided by the client to the 

accountant.  

 

 (b) Unless the client to whom an accountant õs document relates and the 

accountant expressly agree to the contrary, the accountant õs document is:  

 

  (1) the property of the accountant who prepared it; or  

 

  (2) if the accountant is a partner or employee of an accounting firm, 

the property of the firm.  

 

 (c) Unless the client or a personal representative or assignee of the client 

consents, an accountant who holds an acc ountant õs document that relates to a client 

may not give, sell, or otherwise transfer the accountant õs document to anyone other 

than a partner of the accountant.  
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§2ð601. 

 

 Except as otherwise provided in this  title, a person may not practice, attempt 

to practice, or offer to practice certified public accountancy in the State unless 

licensed by the Board or qualified for a practice privilege under § 2ð321 of this title.  

 

§2ð602. 

 

 Except for a licensed certified public accountant or an individual practicing 

under a practice privilege under § 2ð321 of this title who operates a business as a sole 

practitioner, a person may not operate a business through whic h certified public 

accountancy is practiced, unless:  

 

  (1) the business is a partnership, limited liability company, or 

corporation; and  

 

  (2) except as otherwise provided under § 2ð401 of this title , the 

partnership, limited liability company, or corporation holds a permit issued by the 

Board.  

 

§2ð603. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section and unless authorized under this 

title to practice certified pu blic accountancy, a person may not represent to the public, 

by use of a title, including òlicensed certified public accountant ó, òcertified public 

accountantó, òpublic accountant ó, or òauditor ó, by use of the  abbreviation òCPAó, by 

description of services, methods, or procedures, or otherwise, that the person is 

authorized to practice certified public accountancy in the State.  

 

 (b) Subsection (a) of this section does not prohibit : 

 

  (1) the description of a principal, officer, or employee of an 

organization by the position, title, or office that the individual holds in the 

organization; or  

 

  (2) a partnership, limited liability company , or corporation that holds 

a permit or is exempt from the permit requirement under § 2ð401 of this title from 

using, in connection with the name of the partnership, limited liability company, or 

corporation, any of the terms or the abbreviation  to which subsection (a) of this 

section refers.  

 

 (c) (1) The display, distribution, or other use by a person of the person õs 

name, in conjunction with any of the following list of titles or abbreviations in a card, 
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sign, adver tisement, directory listing, or other instrument or device, is, in any 

proceeding under this title, prima facie evidence that the person represents to the 

public that the person is authorized to practice certified public accountancy:  

 

   (i)  òlicensed certified public accountant ó; 

 

   (ii)  òcertified public accountant ó; 

 

   (iii)  òpublic accountant ó; 

 

   (iv)  òauditoró; or 

 

   (v) an abbreviation of any of these titles.  

 

  (2) In a proceeding under this title, evidence of a single 

representation described in paragraph (1) of this subsection is, without evidence of a 

general course of conduct, adequate to justify a finding that a person has represented 

to the public that the person is authorized to practice certified public accountancy in 

the State.  

 

§2ð604. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section and unless a person holds a 

permit issued by the Board or is otherwise authorized under this title to practice 

certified public accountancy, the person may not represent to the public, by use of a 

title, including òlicensed certified public accountants ó, òcertified public accountants ó, 

òpublic accountants ó, or òauditorsó, by use of the abbreviation òCPAó, by description 

of services, methods, or procedures, or otherwis e, that the person holds a permit or 

otherwise is authorized to operate a business through which certified public 

accountancy is practiced in the State.  

 

 (b) Subsection (a) of this section does not apply to a licensed certified public 

accountant or an individual practicing under a practice privilege under § 2ð321 of 

this title who operates the business as a sole practitioner.  

 

§2ð605. 

 

 (a) A person who violates any provision of this subti tle is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $500 or 

imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or both.  

 

 (b) (1) The Board may impose on a person who violates any provision of 

this subtitle a penalty not exceeding $5,000 for each violation.  
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  (2) In setting the amount of the penalty, the Board shall consider:  

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the violation;  

 

   (ii)  the harm caused by the violation;  

 

   (iii)  the good faith of the violator;  

 

   (iv)  any history of previous violations by the violator; and  

 

   (v) any other relevant factors.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

§2ð701. 

 

 This title may be cited as the òMaryland Public Accountancy Act ó. 

 

§2ð702. 

 

 Subject to the evaluation and reestablishment provisions of the Maryland 

Program Evaluation Act, this title and all regulations adopted under this title shall 

terminate and be of no effect after July 1, 2025.  

 

§3ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) òArchitect ó means an individual who practices architecture.  

 

 (c) òBoardó means, unless the conte xt requires otherwise, the State Board 

of Architects.  

 

 (d) òCode officialó means a public official responsible for the review of 

building permit documents or the issuance of building permits.  

 

 (e) òContact hour ó means a minimum of 50 minutes of actual class time for 

each 60ðminute hour.  

 

 (f) òDesign coordination ó means the review and coordination of services 

provided by individuals licensed or certified under Titles 3, 8, 9, 14, and 15 of this 

article.  
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 (g) òLicenseó means, unless the context requires otherwise, a license issued 

by the Board to practice architecture.  

 

 (h) òLicense feeó means, as appl icable, the fee paid in connection with the 

issuance and renewal of a license and the issuance of a reciprocal license.  

 

 (i)  òLicensed architect ó means, unless the context requires otherwise, an 

architect who is licensed by t he Board to practice architecture.  

 

 (j) òPermit ó means, unless the context requires otherwise, a permit issued 

by the Board to allow a partnership or corporation to operate a business through 

which an individual may practice architecture.  

 

 (k)  òPermit feeó means, as applicable, the fee paid in connection with the 

issuance and renewal of a permit.  

 

 (l)  (1) òPractice architecture ó means to provide any service or c reative 

work:  

 

   (i)  in regard to an addition to, alteration of, or construction of 

a building or an integral part of a building; and  

 

   (ii)  that requires education, training, and experience in 

archite cture.  

 

  (2) òPractice architecture ó includes:  

 

   (i)  architectural design and preparation of related documents;  

 

   (ii)  consultation;  

 

   (iii)  design coordination;  

 

   (iv)  evaluation;  

 

   (v) investigation; and  

 

   (vi)  planning.  

 

 (m) òPublic useó means the use of a building or other structure for the 

primary purpose of human use or habitation.  

 

 (n) òResidential useó means the use of a building or other structure as a 

dwelling.  
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§3ð102. 

 

 The purposes of this title are t o safeguard life, health, public safety, and 

property and to promote the public welfare by regulating persons who practice 

architecture in the State.  

 

§3ð103. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, all ar chitectural documents 

prepared in connection with the addition, alteration, construction, or design of a 

building, an integral part of a building, or a group of buildings which are intended for 

public use or residential use shall be signed, sealed, and dat ed by a licensed architect 

in accordance with § 3-501 of this title.  

 

 (b) A licensed architect may perform design coordination for a project or 

portion of a project provided that the licensed architect:  

 

  (1) holds a current license issued by the Board; and  

 

  (2) has adequate experience in, and understanding of, achieving the 

purpose of the project or portion of the project being coordinated.  

 

 (c) This title does not li mit the right of:  

 

  (1) a construction contractor to administer construction contracts;  

 

  (2) a developer, builder, or contractor to provide design services 

related to the developer õs, builderõs, or contractorõs own construction of new or 

existing single -family or two -family dwellings, or structures ancillary to them, or 

farm buildings;  

 

  (3) a certified interior designer or other individual to provide interior 

design services as that term is defined in Title 8 of this article; or  

 

  (4) an individual to prepare plans, drawings, and other documents in 

connection with the addition, alteration, construction, design, or repair of a single -

family dwelling  and appurtenances that are for the personal use of that individual or 

a member of the immediate family of that individual.  

 

 (d) (1) A person may not be required to employ a licensed architect in 

connection with the alteration or rep air of an existing building or structure in a 

municipal corporation if the alteration or repair:  
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   (i)  does not adversely affect the structural system of the 

building, including foundations, footings, walls, floors, roofs, beari ng partitions, 

beams, columns, joists, or the mechanical, electrical, or plumbing systems; and  

 

   (ii)  1. complies with the Maryland Rehabilitation Code 

and does not exceed $25,000 in estimated costs, including labor and mate rials for 

alterations or repairs limited to:  

 

    A. minor interior alterations or cosmetic or similar 

repairs; and  

 

    B. fixtures, cabinetwork or furniture; or  

 

    2. does not exceed $10,000 in estimated costs, 

including labor and materials, for alterations or repairs limited to:  

 

    A. Storefronts, facades, or similar replacements;  

 

    B. exterior stair ways, landings, decks, or ramps;  

 

    C. joists; or  

 

    D. a mechanical, electrical, or plumbing system.  

 

  (2) Any work performed under this subsection shall be in complian ce 

with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Maryland Building Performance 

Standards set forth in Title 12, Subtitle 5 of the Public Safety Article.  

 

  (3) The exclusion provided for in this subsection shall be used only 

once per building or structure in a 12 ðmonth period.  

 

  (4) A building permit issued under this subsection:  

 

   (i)  shall contain an affidavit signed by the person who has 

submitted the permit stating that th e repair or alteration is in compliance with this 

subsection; and  

 

   (ii)  may not be amended or revised in any way to cause the 

alteration or repair to exceed the maximum amount in total costs authorized under 

paragraph (1) of th is subsection, including labor and materials.  

 

  (5) Any building permit issued under this subsection that contains 

technical submissions that fail to conform to the requirements of this subsection shall 

be invalid.  
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 (e) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (d) of this section, a code 

official may require that architectural documents for alterations or repairs of existing 

buildings or structures be signed and sealed by a licensed architect if the code officia l 

determines that the signature and seal of a licensed architect is necessary to provide 

conformity with the Maryland Building Performance Standards or to otherwise 

provide for the health and safety of the public.  

 

§3ð201. 

 

 There is a State Board of Architects in the Department.  

 

§3ð202. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board consists of 7 members.  

 

  (2) Of the 7 members of the Board:  

 

   (i)  5 shall  be licensed architects; and  

 

   (ii)  2 shall be consumer members.  

 

  (3) The Governor shall appoint the members with the advice of the 

Secretary and the advice and consent of the Senate.  

 

 (b) Each member of the Board shall be a resident and citizen of the State.  

 

 (c) Of the 5 architect members of the Board:  

 

  (1) at least 3 shall hold a professional degree from an architecture 

program accredited by the National Architectural Accrediting Board; and  

 

  (2) each shall have practiced architecture in the State, in private 

practice as a primary vocation, for at least 10 years before appointment.  

 

 (d) Each consumer m ember of the Board:  

 

  (1) shall be a member of the general public;  

 

  (2) may not be a licensee or otherwise be subject to regulation by the 

Board;  

 

  (3) may not be required to meet the qu alifications for the professional 

members of the Board; and  
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  (4) may not, within 1 year before appointment, have had a financial 

interest in or have received compensation from a person regulated by the Board.  

 

 (e) While a member of the Board, a consumer member may not:  

 

  (1) have a financial interest in or receive compensation from a person 

regulated by the Board; or  

 

  (2) grade any examination given by or for the Board . 

 

 (f) Before taking office, each appointee to the Board shall take the oath 

required by Article I, § 9 of the Maryland Constitution.  

 

 (g) (1) The term of a member is 5 years and begins on July 1.  

 

  (2) The terms of members are staggered as required by the terms 

provided for members of the Board on October 1, 1989.  

 

  (3) At the end of a term, a member continues to serve until a 

successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (4) A member who is appointed after a term has begun serves only 

for the rest of the term and until a successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

 (h) (1) The Governor may remove a member for incompetence or 

misconduct.  

 

  (2) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection and subject 

to paragraph (4) of this subsection, a member shall be considered to have resigned if 

the member did not attend at least two ðthirds of the Board mee tings held during any 

consecutive 12ðmonth period while the member was serving on the Board.  

 

  (3) The Governor may waive a member õs resignation and allow the 

member to continue serving if the member has been unable to at tend meetings for 

reasons satisfactory to the Governor and the reasons are made public.  

 

  (4) In accordance with § 8ð501 of the State Government Article, the 

chairman shall provide notice to the Governor and the Governor s hall appoint a 

successor. 

 

§3ð203. 
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 From among the members of the Board and with the advice of the Secretary, 

the Governor shall appoint a chairman.  

 

§3ð204. 

 

 (a) A majority of the  authorized membership of the Board is a quorum.  

 

 (b) The Board shall determine the times and places of its meetings and 

hearings.  

 

 (c) A member of the Board:  

 

  (1) may not receive compensation; but  

 

  (2) is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard 

State Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.  

 

 (d) (1) The Board may employ a staff in accordance with the State 

budget.  

 

  (2) The Board may require the staff to be covered by a surety bond in 

the form and amount required by law.  

 

§3ð204.1. 

 

 At least annually, the chairman of the Board, the chairman of the State Board 

of Certified Interior Designers, the chairman of the State Board of Examiners of 

Landscape Architects, the chairman of the State Board for Professional Engineers, 

and the chairman of the State Board for Professional Land Surveyors shall meet to 

discuss issues of mutual importance to the design professions.  

 

§3ð205. 

 

 With the advice of the established architecture societies, the Board shall adopt, 

by regulation, a code of ethics for practicing architecture.  

 

§3ð206. 

 

 (a) To enforce this title, the Board:  

 

  (1) may conduct investigations and hold hearings on any matter 

covered by this title, at any time and place in the State; and  

 

  (2) subject to the State budget, may employ an investigative staff to:  
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   (i)  investigate a complaint; and  

 

   (ii)  perform any other related duty, as assigned by the Board.  

 

 (b) To enforce this  title, the Board may:  

 

  (1) administer oaths;  

 

  (2) examine witnesses; and  

 

  (3) receive evidence. 

 

 (c) (1) The Board may issue a subpoena for the attendance of a witness 

to testify or the production of evidence in connection with any investigation or hearing 

conducted under subsection (a) of this section.  

 

  (2) A subpoena shall be signed by 3 members of the Board.  

 

  (3) If a person fails to comply with a subpoena issued under this 

subsection, on petition of the Board, a circuit court may compel compliance with the 

subpoena. 

 

 (d) (1) The Board may sue in the name of the State to enforce any 

provisio n of this title by injunction.  

 

  (2) In seeking an injunction under this subsection, the Board is not 

required to:  

 

   (i)  post bond; or  

 

   (ii)  allege or prove either that:  

 

    1. an adequate remedy at law does not exist; or  

 

    2. substantial or irreparable damage would result from 

the continued violation of the provision.  

 

  (3) A member of the Bo ard or its staff may not be held personally 

liable for any action taken under this subsection in good faith and with reasonable 

grounds.  

 

§3ð207. 

 



 

 - 58 - 

 (a) On request of any person and payment of a fee of $10, the Board s hall 

certify the licensing or permit status and qualifications of any person who is the 

subject of the request.  

 

 (b) Each certification under this section:  

 

  (1) shall include a statement of the licensing or permit  status of the 

person who is the subject of the request; and  

 

  (2) may include:  

 

   (i)  information about the examination results and other 

qualifications of that person;  

 

   (ii)  information about the dates of issuance and renewal of the 

license or permit of that person;  

 

   (iii)  information about any disciplinary action taken against 

that person; and  

 

   (iv)  if authorized by tha t person, information about any 

complaint against that person.  

 

§3ð208. 

 

 (a) In addition to any powers set forth elsewhere, the Board may adopt:  

 

  (1) any regulation to carry out this title; an d 

 

  (2) a seal. 

 

 (b) In addition to any duties set forth elsewhere, the Board shall keep a 

record of its proceedings.  

 

§3ð208.1. 

 

 (a) In this section, òcode officialó means a public official responsible for the 

review of building permit documents or the issuance of building permits.  

 

 (b) The Board shall:  

 

  (1) keep a list of the names and mailing addresses of all licensees;  

 

  (2) provide each code official with a copy of the list annually; and  
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  (3) provide any other person who makes a request with a copy of the 

list at a reasonable fee set by the Board.  

 

 (c) (1) The Board shall provide all licensees and code officials with a 

periodic newsletter not less than semiannually on the activities of the Board.  

 

  (2) The Board shall publish, on the Department website, the 

newsletter jointly wi th the State Board for Professional Engineers, the State Board 

of Certified Interior Designers, the State Board of Examiners of Landscape 

Architects, and the State Board for Professional Land Surveyors.  

 

 (d) The Board shall distribute:  

 

  (1) to each applicant for a license and each code official, a copy of the 

Maryland Architects Act and the Board õs rules and regulations;  

 

  (2) on each renewal of a license, to each licensee, a copy of an y 

amendments to the Maryland Architects Act and the Board õs rules and regulations 

that took effect during the 2 -year period ending on the date of renewal; and  

 

  (3) to each code official, a copy of any amendments to the Marylan d 

Architects Act and the Board õs rules and regulations.  

 

 (e) A licensee shall designate the licensee õs mailing address at the time of 

issuance of the license and on each renewal of the license.  

 

§3ð209. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board may set reasonable fees for its services.  

 

  (2) The fees charged shall be set so as to produce funds to 

approximate the cost of maintaining the Board and shall be based on the calculations 

performed by the Secretary under § 2ð106.2 of the Business Regulation Article.  

 

 (b) The Board shall publish the fee schedule set by the Board by regulation.  

 

 (c) (1) The Board shall pay all fees collected u nder this title to the 

Comptroller of the State.  

 

  (2) The Comptroller shall distribute the fees to the State 

Occupational and Professional Licensing Design Boards õ Fund established in § 2ð

106.1 of the Business Regul ation Article.  
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§3ð210. 

 

 (a) Any person aggrieved by any final action of the Board may take an 

appeal as allowed in §§ 10-222 and 10-223 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (b) The Board ma y appeal from a decision of the circuit court.  

 

§3ð211. 

 

 The Board exercises its powers, duties, and functions subject to the authority 

of the Secretary.  

 

§3ð301. 

 

 In this subtitle, òCounciló means the National Council of Architectural 

Registration Boards.  

 

§3ð302. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this title, an individual shall be licensed 

by the Board before the individual may pr actice architecture in the State.  

 

 (b) (1) An architect who resides outside the State and meets the 

requirements for a license by reciprocity under § 3-306 of this subtitle may:  

 

   (i)  offer to practic e architecture in the State; and  

 

   (ii)  accept a commission to practice architecture in the State.  

 

  (2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of this subsection, the architect 

shall be licensed by the Board befor e the architect may practice architecture in the 

State.  

 

§3ð303. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a license, an applicant shall be an individual who meets 

the requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) An applicant sha ll be of good character and reputation.  

 

 (c) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the 

applicant shall:  

 

   (i)  hold a degree in architecture from:  
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    1. a school of architecture that is located in the United 

States and that, within 2 years after the applicant õs graduation, holds accredited 

status from the National Architectural Accrediting Board; or  

 

    2. a foreign school of architecture that the Board 

determines is comparable to an accredited school of architecture in the United States; 

and 

 

   (ii)  have practical work experience or additional academic 

training in architecture that the Board considers appropriate.  

 

  (2) The Board shall exempt an applicant from the degree 

requirements of paragraph (1)(i) of this subsection if the applicant has practical work 

experience and academic training in architecture that the Board considers 

appropriate.  

 

 (d) Except as otherwise provided in this subtitle, an applicant shall pass the 

examination given by the Board under this subtitle.  

 

 (e) In addition to the other requirements of this section, the  Board may 

require an applicant to satisfy any additional licensing requirements that the Board 

adopts from the licensing guidelines published by the Council.  

 

§3ð304. 

 

 An applicant for a license shall:  

 

  (1) submit to the Board an application on the form that the Board 

provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board or the Board õs designee: 

 

   (i)  a nonrefundable application fee set by the Board; and  

 

   (ii)  an examination fee set by the Board in an amount not to 

exceed the cost of the required examination.  

 

§3ð305. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 3-305.1 of this subtitle, an a pplicant 

who otherwise qualifies for a license is entitled to be examined as provided in this 

section. 
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 (b) The Board shall give examinations to qualified applicants at least once 

a year at the time and place that the Board determines.  

 

 (c) The Board shall give each qualified applicant notice of the time and 

place of examination.  

 

 (d) (1) The Board shall determine the subjects, scope, and form of and 

the passing score for examinations given under this title.  

 

  (2) The Board may adopt an examination or a recommended grading 

procedure of the Council or any similar organization.  

 

§3ð305.1. 

 

 (a) The Board may use a testing service to admini ster examinations given 

under this title.  

 

 (b) If the Board uses a testing service, the testing service, subject to the 

requirements set by the Board, may:  

 

  (1) set the time and place of examinations;  

 

  (2) give qualified applicants notice of the time and place of 

examinations; and  

 

  (3) furnish any other information that the Board may require the 

testing service to provide.  

 

§3ð306. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board may issue a license 

by reciprocity to practice architecture in the State to an individual who:  

 

  (1) is licensed to practice architecture in another state or country; or  

 

  (2) is certified by the Council under subsection (c) of this section.  

 

 (b) The Board may issue a license by reciprocity under this section for an 

applicant who is licensed to practice architecture in another state  or country only if 

the applicant:  

 

  (1) is of good character and reputation;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board:  
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   (i)  a nonrefundable application fee set by the Board; and  

 

   (ii)  a license fee set by the Board; and  

 

  (3) provides adequate evidence that:  

 

   (i)  the applicant became licensed in the other state or country 

after meeting, in that or any other state or cou ntry, requirements that were at least 

equivalent to those then required by the laws of this State; or  

 

   (ii)  at the time of application for a license by reciprocity under 

this section, the applicant meets the requirements curren tly required by the laws of 

this State.  

 

 (c) The Board may issue a license by reciprocity under this section for an 

applicant who is certified by the Council only if:  

 

  (1) the applicant:  

 

   (i)  is of good character and reputation; and  

 

   (ii)  pays to the Board:  

 

    1. a nonrefundable application fee set by the Board; 

and 

 

    2. a license fee set by th e Board; and  

 

  (2) the Board receives from the Council a certified copy of its 

certificate for the applicant that certifies that the applicant is licensed to practice 

architecture in another state or country.  

 

 (d) An architect who is granted a license by reciprocity by the Board may 

not be required to maintain licensure in any other state or country as a condition of 

maintaining the license granted by the Board.  

 

§3ð307. 

 

 (a) If an applicant qualifies for a license by passing an examination under 

this subtitle, the Board shall send the applicant a notice that states that:  

 

  (1) the applicant has qualified for a license; and  
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  (2) on receipt of a license fee set by the Board, the Board will issue a 

license to the applicant.  

 

 (b) (1) On payment of the license fee, the Board shall issue a license to 

each applicant who meets the requirements for a license through e xamination under 

§ 3ð305 of this subtitle.  

 

  (2) The Board shall issue a license to each applicant who meets the 

requirements for a license by reciprocity under § 3ð306 of this subtitle.  

 

§3ð308. 

 

 While a license is in effect, it authorizes the licensee to practice architecture.  

 

§3ð309. 

 

 (a) Unless a license is renewed for a 2 ðyear term as provided in this section, 

the license expi res on the first June 30 that comes:  

 

  (1) after the effective date of the license; and  

 

  (2) in an evenðnumbered year.  

 

 (b) (1) At least 1 month before a license expires, the Board  shall mail or 

electronically transmit to the licensee:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current license e xpires; and  

 

    2. the amount of the license fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

licensee, at the last known address of the licensee, the materials required under 

paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (c) Before a license expires, the licensee periodically may renew it for an 

additional 2 ðyear term, if the licensee:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to be licensed;  
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  (2) pays to the Board a license fee set by the Boa rd;  

 

  (3) submits to the Board a renewal application on the form that the 

Board provides; and  

 

  (4) upon request by the Board, submits to the Board the original 

certificate of completion or transcript of comple ted courses verifying the licensee has 

complied with the continuing professional competency requirement under § 3ð309.1 

of this subtitle.  

 

 (d) The Board shall renew the license of each licensee who meets the 

requirements of th is section.  

 

 (e) An architect has a grace period of 30 days after the architect õs license 

expires in which to renew it retroactively, if the architect:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to have the license renewed;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board the license fee set by the Board; and  

 

  (3) meets the continuing education requirement for renewal of a 

license under § 3ð309.1 of this subtitle.  

 

 (f) The Secretary may determine that licenses issued under this subtitle 

shall expire on a staggered basis.  

 

§3ð309.1. 

 

 The Board shall adopt regulations to require a licensee to demonstrate 

continuing professional competency by  completing at least 24 hours of professional 

development activities as a condition of renewal of a license under this subtitle.  

 

§3ð309.2. 

 

 (a) The Board may issue a retired status license to an individual who:  

 

  (1) is currently licensed by the Board to practice architecture;  

 

  (2) has been a licensed architect for at least 25 years, of which 5 years 

have been in Maryland;  

 

  (3) is not the subject of a pending disciplinary action related to the 

practice of architecture in this or another state;  
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  (4) submits to the Board an application on the form provided by the 

Board; and  

 

  (5) pays to the Board a fee set by the Board.  

 

 (b) The holder of a retired status license issued under this section:  

 

  (1) may use the designation of òarchitect emeritus ó; but  

 

  (2) may not engage in the pra ctice of architecture.  

 

 (c) The Board may reactivate the license of an individual who holds a 

retired status license if that individual:  

 

  (1) submits to the Board an application for reactivation on the form 

provid ed by the Board;  

 

  (2) meets all continuing professional competency requirements that 

would have been required for renewal of a license under § 3ð309.1 of this subtitle if 

the individual had not been issued a retired statu s license; 

 

  (3) is not the subject of a pending disciplinary action related to the 

practice of architecture in this or any other state; and  

 

  (4) pays to the Board a reactivation fee set by the Board.  

 

§3ð310. 

 

 (a) The Board shall reinstate the license of an architect who, for any reason, 

has failed to renew the license by the end of the 30 ðday grace period if the architect:  

 

  (1) meets the re newal requirements of § 3ð309 of this subtitle;  

 

  (2) except as otherwise provided in subsection (b) of this section, pays 

to the Board a reinstatement fee set by the Board;  

 

  (3) submits to the Boar d a reinstatement application on the form that 

the Board provides; and  

 

  (4) meets the continuing professional competency requirement that 

would have been required for renewal of a license under § 3ð309.1 of this subtitle,  if 

the license had not expired.  

 



 

 - 67 - 

 (b) The Board may waive a reinstatement fee for a licensee who provides 

evidence satisfactory to the Board that the licensee did not practice architecture 

during the time the license lapsed.  

 

§3ð311. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 3ð313 of this subtitle, the 

Board, on the affirmative vote of a majority of its authorized membership, may deny 

a license to any applicant, reprimand any li censee, or suspend or revoke a license if:  

 

   (i)  the applicant or licensee fraudulently or deceptively 

obtains or renews or attempts to obtain or renew a license or permit for the applicant 

or licensee or for another;  

 

   (ii)  the applicant or licensee fraudulently or deceptively uses a 

license; 

 

   (iii)  the applicant or licensee is guilty of any fraud, gross 

negligence, incompetence, or misconduct while practicing architecture ; 

 

   (iv)  the applicant or licensee violates any regulation adopted by 

the Board;  

 

   (v) the applicant or licensee violates any provision of this title;  

 

   (vi)  the applicant or licensee aids or abets an unauthorized 

person to practice architecture;  

 

   (vii)  under the laws of the United States or of any state, the 

applicant or licensee is convicted of:  

 

    1. a felony; or 

 

    2. a misdemeanor that is directly related to the fitness 

and qualification of the applicant or licensee to practice architecture; or  

 

   (viii)  the applicant or licensee has had a license to pr actice 

architecture in another state revoked or suspended for grounds that would justify 

revocation or suspension of a license under this title, except for failure to pay a license 

fee. 

 

  (2) (i)  Instead of or in addition to repr imanding the licensee or 

suspending or revoking a license under this subsection, the Board may impose a 

penalty not exceeding $5,000 for each violation.  
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   (ii)  To determine the amount of the penalty imposed under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

    1. the seriousness of the violation;  

 

    2. the harm caused by the violation;  

 

    3. the good faith of the licensee; and  

 

    4. any history of previous violations by the licensee.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

 (b) The Board shall conside r the following facts in the granting, denial, 

renewal, suspension, or revocation of a license or the reprimand of a licensee when 

an applicant or licensee is convicted of a felony or misdemeanor described in 

subsection (a)(1)(vii) of this section:  

 

  (1) the nature of the crime;  

 

  (2) the relationship of the crime to the activities authorized by the 

license; 

 

  (3) with respect to a felony, the relevance of the conviction to the 

fitness and  qualification of the applicant or licensee to practice architecture;  

 

  (4) the length of time since the conviction; and  

 

  (5) the behavior and activities of the applicant or licensee before and 

after the convi ction.  

 

§3ð312. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board shall commence 

proceedings under § 3-311 of this subtitle on a complaint made to the Board by a 

member of the Board or any other person.  

 

 (b) (1) A complaint shall:  

 

   (i)  be in writing; and  

 

   (ii)  state specifically the facts on which the complaint is based.  
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  (2) If the complaint is made b y any person other than a member of 

the Board, the complaint shall be made under oath by the person who submits the 

complaint.  

 

 (c) If the Board finds that a complaint alleges facts that are adequate 

grounds for action under § 3-311 of this subtitle, the Board shall act on the complaint 

as provided under § 3-313 of this subtitle. If the Board does not make that finding, it 

shall dismiss the complaint.  

 

§3ð313. 

 

 (a) (1) Except as otherw ise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 3-311 of this subtitle, it shall 

give the individual against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a 

hearing before the Board.  

 

  (2) A hearing shall be held within a reasonable time, not exceeding 6 

months, after the complaint is made.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the Stat e Government Article.  

 

 (c) At least 30 days before the hearing, the hearing notice and a copy of the 

complaint shall be:  

 

  (1) served personally on the individual; or  

 

  (2) mailed to the last  known address of the individual.  

 

 (d) The individual may be represented at the hearing by counsel.  

 

 (e) If, after due notice, the individual against whom the action is 

contemplated fails or refuses to appear, neverthe less the Board may hear and 

determine the matter.  

 

§3ð401. 

 

 In this subtitle, òresponsible memberó means a director or an officer of a 

corporation, a member of a limited liability company, or a general partne r of a 

partnership who is appointed under § 3ð404(c) of this subtitle to be in responsible 

charge of architecture practiced through the corporation, limited liability company, 

or partnership.  
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§3ð402. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the provisions of this subtitle, a licensed architect may 

practice architecture for others through:  

 

   (i)  a corporation as an officer, director, employee, or agent of 

the corporation;  

 

   (ii)  a limited liability company as a member, employee, or 

agent of the limited liability company; or  

 

   (iii)  a partnership as a partner, employee, or agent of the 

partnership.  

 

  (2) Subject to the p rovisions of this subtitle, a corporation, limited 

liability company, or partnership may provide architectural services through a 

licensed architect.  

 

 (b) A licensed architect who practices architecture through a corporation, 

limited lia bility company, or partnership under this subtitle is subject to all of the 

provisions of this title that relate to practicing architecture.  

 

 (c) (1) A corporation, limited liability company, or partnership that 

provides architectura l services under this subtitle is not, by its compliance with this 

subtitle, relieved of any responsibility that the corporation, limited liability company, 

or partnership may have for an act or omission of its officer, director, member, 

partner, employee,  or agent.  

 

  (2) An individual who practices architecture through a corporation, 

limited liability company, or partnership is not, by reason of the individual õs 

employment or other relationship with the corporation, limited lia bility company, or 

partnership, relieved of any individual responsibility that the individual may have 

regarding that practice.  

 

§3ð403. 

 

 (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a corporation, 

limit ed liability company, or partnership shall hold a permit issued by the Board 

before the corporation, limited liability company, or partnership may operate a 

business through which architecture is practiced.  

 

 (b) A corporation, limited li ability company, or partnership may provide 

architectural services for itself or for an affiliated corporation, limited liability 

company, or partnership without a permit issued by the Board.  
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§3ð404. 

 

 (a) To qualify  for a permit, a corporation, limited liability company, or 

partnership shall meet the requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) (1) At least two -thirds of the directors of a corporation shall be 

licensed in this or another state to practic e architecture, engineering, or landscape 

architecture.  

 

  (2) (i)  At least two -thirds of the partners of a partnership shall be 

licensed in this or another state to practice architecture, engineering, or landscape 

architecture.  

 

   (ii)  If the partnership is a limited partnership, at least two -

thirds of the general partners of the limited partnership shall be licensed in this or 

another state to practice architecture, engineering, or landscape architectur e. 

 

  (3) At least two -thirds of the members of a limited liability company 

shall be licensed in this or another state to practice architecture, engineering, or 

landscape architecture.  

 

 (c) (1) A corporation, li mited liability company, or partnership shall 

have appointed at least 1 responsible member of the corporation, limited liability 

company, or partnership.  

 

  (2) A responsible member shall be in charge of architecture practiced 

through  the corporation, limited liability company, or partnership.  

 

  (3) Each responsible member shall be:  

 

   (i)  a director or an officer of a corporation, a member of a 

limited liability company, or a general p artner of a partnership; and  

 

   (ii)  a licensed architect.  

 

§3ð405. 

 

 (a) An applicant for a permit shall:  

 

  (1) submit to the Board an application on the form that th e Board 

provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board a nonrefundable application fee set by the Board.  
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 (b) In addition to any other information required on an application form, 

the form shall require the name and address of: 

 

  (1) each responsible member of a corporation, limited liability 

company, or partnership;  

 

  (2) each officer and director of a corporation;  

 

  (3) each member of a limited liability c ompany; and  

 

  (4) each partner of a partnership.  

 

§3ð406. 

 

 The Board shall issue a permit to each applicant who meets the requirements 

of this subtitle and pays to the Board a permit fee set by the  Board.  

 

§3ð407. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section and while a permit is in effect, it 

authorizes the holder to:  

 

  (1) operate a business through which a licensed architect practic es 

architecture; and  

 

  (2) represent to the public that the business provides the services of 

a licensed architect.  

 

 (b) A permit authorizes the holder to provide a service that constitutes 

practicing architecture only if the service is performed by an individual who is 

licensed or otherwise authorized under this title to practice architecture.  

 

§3ð408. 

 

 (a) Unless a permit is renewed for a 2 ðyear term as provided in thi s section, 

the permit expires on the first June 30 that comes:  

 

  (1) after the effective date of the permit; and  

 

  (2) in an evenðnumbered year.  

 

 (b) (1) At least 1 month before a p ermit expires, the Board shall mail or 

electronically transmit to the permit holder:  
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   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current permit expires; and  

 

    2. the amount of the permit fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Boa rd shall mail to the 

permit holder, at the last known address of the permit holder, the materials required 

under paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliv erable. 

 

 (c) Before a permit expires, the permit holder periodically may renew it for 

an additional 2 ðyear term, if the holder:  

 

  (1) meets the qualifications for a permit under § 3ð404 of this 

subtitle;  

 

  (2) otherwise is entitled to a permit;  

 

  (3) pays to the Board the permit fee set by the Board; and  

 

  (4) submits to the Board a renewal application on the form that the 

Board pr ovides. 

 

 (d) The renewal application form shall require the same information 

required on the original application form under § 3ð405(b) of this subtitle.  

 

 (e) The Board shall renew the permit of each permit holder who meets the 

requirements of this section.  

 

 (f) A corporation, limited liability company, or partnership has a grace 

period of 30 days after the permit of the corporation, limited liability company, or 

partnership expires in whic h to renew it retroactively, if the corporation, limited 

liability company, or partnership:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to have the permit renewed; and  

 

  (2) pays to the Board the permit fee set by the Board.  

 

§3ð409. 



 

 - 74 - 

 

 Within 1 month after the effective date of the change, a permit holder shall 

submit to the Board an application form that shows a change in the name of:  

 

   (1) a responsible member of the holder;  

 

  (2) an officer or director, if the holder is a corporation;  

 

  (3) a member, if the holder is a limited liability company; or  

 

  (4) a partner, if the holder is a partnership.  

 

§3ð410. 

 

 (a) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 3ð411 of this subtitle, the Board, 

on the affirmative vote of a majority of its members then serving, may deny a permit 

to any applicant, reprimand a permi t holder, or suspend or revoke a permit if:  

 

  (1) the applicant or permit holder fraudulently or deceptively obtains 

or attempts to obtain a permit; or  

 

  (2) the permit holder fraudulently or deceptively uses a  permit.  

 

 (b) (1) In addition to a sanction imposed under subsection (a) of this 

section, the Board may impose a penalty not exceeding $5,000 for:  

 

   (i)  each violation for which a denial, reprimand, suspen sion, 

or revocation was imposed under subsection (a) of this section; and  

 

   (ii)  each failure to meet or continue to meet the qualifications 

or requirements set forth in this subtitle.  

 

  (2) To determine t he amount of the penalty imposed under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the violation;  

 

   (ii)  the harm caused by the violation;  

 

   (iii)  the good faith of the permit holder or the applicant; and  

 

   (iv)  any history of previous violations by the permit holder or 

the applicant.  
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 (c) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under subsection (b) of this 

section into the General Fund of the State.  

 

§3ð411. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 10ð226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 3ð410 of this subtitle, it shall 

give the person against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a hearing 

before the Board.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Gov ernment Article.  

 

 (c) At least 30 days before the hearing, the hearing notice and a copy of the 

complaint shall be:  

 

  (1) served personally on the applicant or on a person in responsible 

charge of architecture prac ticed through the entity holding the permit or a person 

designated as a resident agent to receive process on behalf of the entity; or  

 

  (2) mailed to the last known business address of the applicant or the 

entity holding the permit.  

 

 (d) If, after due notice, the person against whom the action is contemplated 

fails or refuses to appear, the Board may hear and determine the matter.  

 

§3ð412.  

 

 (a) (1) For the limited purpose  set forth in paragraph (2) of this 

subsection, a permit shall remain in effect and does not expire by operation of law 

while the permit holder is under investigation by the Board or awaiting a hearing or 

disposition on charges subject to disciplinary acti on under this subtitle.  

 

  (2) An extension of a permit term under this subsection is effective 

only for the purpose of retaining the jurisdiction of the Board over the permit holder 

during the course of disciplinary proceedings and d oes not prevent the permit from 

expiring for any other purpose.  

 

 (b) Unless the Board agrees to accept the surrender, a permit holder may 

not surrender a permit while the holder is under investigation or awaiting a hearing 

or disposition  on charges subject to disciplinary action under this subtitle.  

 

§3ð413. 

 



 

 - 76 - 

 A corporation, partnership, or limited liability company whose permit has been 

suspended or revoked under § 3ð410 of this subtitle may not offer or provide 

architectural services until the suspension is lifted or the permit is reinstated.  

 

§3ð414. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board may reinstate:  

 

  (1) a permit that has been revoked; or  

 

  (2) before fulfillment of the conditions of the suspension, a permit 

that has been suspended.  

 

 (b) A permit may be reinstated under this section only if:  

 

  (1) the corporation, partnership, or limited liability company whose 

permit has been revoked or suspended submits a written request to the Board; and  

 

  (2) the corporation, partnership, or limited liability company pays to 

the Boar d a reinstatement fee set by the Board.  

 

 (c) The Board, by an affirmative vote of a majority of its members then 

serving, shall vote on the request for reinstatement or lifting of the suspension within 

60 days of receipt of the written r equest. 

 

§3ð415. 

 

 The Board may reinstate the permit of a corporation, partnership, or limited 

liability company that has failed to renew the permit for any reason if the corporation, 

partnership, or limited liability co mpany:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to a permit; and  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a reinstatement fee set by the Board.  

 

§3ð416.  

 

 After the Board reinstates a permit, the permit holder shall continue to comply 

with all applicable requirements set forth in this subtitle.  

 

§3ð501. 

 

 (a) Before a licensed architect issues to a client or submits to a public 

authority any final drawing, plan, spe cification, report, or other document required 
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for the issuance of a building permit, the licensed architect who prepared or approved 

the document shall sign, seal, and date the document.  

 

 (b) Subject to exceptions stated and rights gran ted under § 3-103 of this 

title, a public authority may not accept any architectural drawing, plan, specification, 

report, or other document, unless the document is endorsed as required under 

subsection (a) of this section.  

 

§3ð601. 

 

 Except as otherwise provided in this title, a person may not practice, attempt 

to practice, or offer to practice architecture in the State unless licensed by the Board.  

 

§3ð602. 

 

 Except for a licensed architect who operates a business as a sole practitioner, 

a person may not operate a business through which architecture is practiced, unless:  

 

  (1) the business is a corporation, partnership, or limited liability 

company; and  

 

  (2) the corporation, partnership, or limited liability company holds a 

permit issued by the Board.  

 

§3ð603. 

 

 Unless authorized under this title to practice architecture, a person may not 

represent to t he public, by use of a title, including òarchitect ó, òlicensed architect ó, or 

òregistered architect ó, by description of services, methods, or procedures, or 

otherwise, that the person is authorized to practice architectu re in the State.  

 

§3ð604. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section and unless a person holds a 

permit issued by the Board, the person may not represent to the public, by the use of 

the titles òarchitectsó, òlicensed architects ó, or òregistered architects ó, by the use of 

the term òarchitecture ó, by description of services, methods, or procedures, or 

otherwise that the person holds a permit or otherwise is authorized  to operate a 

business through which architecture is practiced in the State.  

 

 (b) Subsection (a) of this section does not apply to a licensed architect who 

operates the business as the sole practitioner.  

 

§3ð605. 
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 (a) A person who violates § 3-601, § 3-602, § 3-603, or § 3-604 of this subtitle 

is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $3,000 

or imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or both.  

 

 (b) (1) The Board may impose on a person who violates § 3-601, § 3-602, 

§ 3-603, or § 3-604 of this subtitle a penalty not exceeding $5,000 for each violation.  

 

  (2) In setting the amount of the  penalty, the Board shall consider:  

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the violation;  

 

   (ii)  the harm caused by the violation;  

 

   (iii)  the good faith of the violator;  

 

   (iv)  any history of previous violations by the violator; and  

 

   (v) any other relevant factors.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

§3ð606. 

 

 If the Board believes that a person has violated § 3-601, § 3-602, § 3-603, or § 

3-604 of this subtitle, the Board immediately shall report the alleged violation to the 

appropriat e Stateõs Attorney or, if the alleged violation affects more than 1 county, to 

the Attorney General.  

 

§3ð701. 

 

 This title may be cited as the òMaryland Architects Act ó. 

 

§3ð702. 

 

 Subject to the evaluation and reestablishment provisions of the Maryland 

Program Evaluation Act, this title and all regulations adopted under this title shall 

terminate and be of no effect after July 1, 2023.  

 

§4ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.  
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 (b) òApprentice barber ó means an individual who, under the supervision of 

a master barber, is learning to practice barbering or to provide ba rberðstylist services 

in a barbershop that holds a barbershop permit.  

 

 (c) òBarberó means an individual who practices barbering.  

 

 (d) òBarberðstylist ó means an individual who provide s barberðstylist 

services. 

 

 (e) (1) òBarbershopó means any commercial establishment, except a 

beauty salon, in which an individual practices barbering or provides barber ðstylist 

services. 

 

  (2) òBarbershopó includes a mobile barbershop.  

 

  (3) òBarbershopó does not include a clinic in a barber school.  

 

 (f) òBarbershop permit ó means a permit issued by the Board to  operate a 

barbershop.  

 

 (g) òBoardó means the State Board of Barbers.  

 

 (h) (1) òLicenseó means, unless the context requires otherwise, a license 

issued by the Board to practice barbering or to provide barber ðstylist services.  

 

  (2) òLicenseó includes, unless the context requires otherwise, each of 

the following licenses:  

 

   (i)  a master barber license;  

 

   (ii)  a barber license; and  

 

   (iii)  a barberðstylist limited license.  

 

 (i)  (1) òLimited license ó means a license issued by the Board to practice 

barbering as limited in § 4ð301 of this title.  

 

  (2) òLimited license ó includes, unless the context requires otherwise, 

a limited license to provide barber ðstylist services.  

 

 (j) òMaster barber ó means a barber  who: 

 

  (1) has at least 15 months experience as a licensed barber; and  
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  (2) has passed a test approved by the Board.  

 

 (k)  òMobile barbershop ó means a barbershop that is located in a motor 

vehicle or a trailer that is designed, constructed, and equipped as a place for an 

individual to practice barbering and for use as a conveyance on highways.  

 

 (l)  (1) òPractice barbering ó means to provide to an individual for 

compensation the service of:  

 

   (i)  cutting, razor cutting, styling, relaxing, body waving, 

shampooing, or coloring the hair;  

 

   (ii)  shaving or trimming the beard;  

 

   (iii)  massaging the face;  

 

   (iv)  designing, fitting, or cutting a hairpiece; or  

 

   (v) performing any other similar procedure on the hair, beard, 

face, or hairpiece of the individual.  

 

  (2) òPractice barbering ó does not include:  

 

   (i)  the mere sale of wigs or hairpieces; or  

 

   (ii)  the services performed by an employee under the 

supervision of a master barb er in a barbershop that holds a barbershop permit that 

are restricted to:  

 

    1. shampooing;  

 

    2. removal of a hair solution;  

 

    3. sterilization of equipment; or 

 

    4. similar activities.  

 

 (m) òProvide barber ðstylist services ó means to provide to an individual for 

compensation the service of:  

 

  (1) cutting, razor cutting,  or styling the hair;  

 

  (2) shaving or trimming the beard;  
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  (3) massaging the face; or  

 

  (4) performing any other similar procedure on the hair, beard, or face 

of the individual.  

 

§4ð102. 

 

 This title does not prohibit an individual who is authorized to practice 

cosmetology under Title 5 of this article from practicing cosmetology.  

 

§4ð201. 

 

 There is a State Board of B arbers in the Department.  

 

§4ð202. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board consists of 7 members.  

 

  (2) Of the 7 members of the Board:  

 

   (i)  5 shall be master barbers; and  

 

   (ii)  2 shall be consumer members.  

 

  (3) The Governor shall appoint the members with the advice of the 

Secretary.  

 

 (b) Each master barber member of the Board shall have practiced barbering 

in the  State continuously for at least 5 years before appointment.  

 

 (c) Each consumer member of the Board:  

 

  (1) shall be a member of the general public;  

 

  (2) may not be a licensee or otherwise be  subject to regulation by the 

Board;  

 

  (3) may not be required to meet the qualifications for the professional 

members of the Board; and  

 

  (4) may not, within 1 year before appointment, have had a financial 

int erest in or have received compensation from a person regulated by the Board.  

 

 (d) While a member of the Board, a consumer member may not:  
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  (1) have a financial interest in or receive compensation from a person 

regulated by the Board; or  

 

  (2) grade any examination given by or for the Board.  

 

 (e) Before taking office, each appointee to the Board shall take the oath 

required by Article I, § 9 of the Maryland Constitution . 

 

 (f) (1) The term of a member is 5 years and begins on July 1.  

 

  (2) The terms of members are staggered as required by the terms 

provided for members of the Board on October 1, 1989.  

 

  (3) A member may not serve more than 2 consecutive terms.  

 

  (4) At the end of a term, a member continues to serve until a 

successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (5) A member who is appointed after a term has b egun serves only 

for the rest of the term and until a successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

 (g) (1) The Governor may remove a member for incompetence or 

misconduct.  

 

  (2) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of  this subsection and subject 

to paragraph (4) of this subsection, a member shall be considered to have resigned if 

the member did not attend at least two ðthirds of the Board meetings held during any 

consecutive 12ðmonth period while the member was serving on the Board.  

 

  (3) The Governor may waive a member õs resignation and allow the 

member to continue serving if the member has been unable to attend meetings for 

reasons satisfactory to the Governor and the reasons ar e made public.  

 

  (4) In accordance with § 8ð501 of the State Government Article, the 

president shall provide notice to the Governor and the Governor shall appoint a 

successor. 

 

§4ð203. 

 

 From among the members of the Board, the Governor shall appoint a 

president, treasurer, and secretary.  

 

§4ð204. 
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 (a) A majority of the authorized membership of the Board is a quorum.  

 

 (b) The Board  shall determine the times and places of its meetings.  

 

 (c) Subject to the State budget, each member of the Board is entitled to:  

 

  (1) a reasonable fee set by the Board for each day on which the 

member is engaged in the duties of office; and  

 

  (2) reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State Travel 

Regulations.  

 

 (d) The Board may employ a staff in accordance with the State budget.  

 

§4ð205. 

 

 (a) On request of any person and payment of a certification fee set by the 

Board, the Board shall certify the licensing, registration, or permit status and 

qualifications of any person who is the subject of the request.  

 

 (b) Each certification under this section:  

 

  (1) shall include a statement of the licensing, registration, or permit 

status of the person who is the subject of the request; and  

 

  (2) may include:  

 

   (i)  information about the examination results and other 

qualifications of that person;  

 

   (ii)  information about the dates of issuance and renewal of the 

license, registration, or permit of that person;  

 

   (iii)  information about any disciplinary action taken against 

that person; and  

 

   (iv)  if authorized by that person, information about any 

complaint against that person.  

 

 (c) The Board shall c ollect the certification fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 4ð206 of this subtitle for each certification under this section.  

 

§4ð206. 
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 (a) In addition to any powers set forth elsewhere, the  Board may adopt any 

regulation to carry out this title.  

 

 (b) (1) The Board shall adopt regulations that establish detailed 

curriculum standards for use by the State Board of Education or the Maryland Higher 

Education Commission in a pproving applications for instruction in the practice of 

barbering and the provision of barber ðstylist services at public schools or private 

career schools. 

 

  (2) The curriculum standards established under paragraph (1) of this  

subsection shall:  

 

   (i)  incorporate modern methods and practices for the practice 

of barbering and the provision of barber ðstylist services;  

 

   (ii)  include a reference to each topic and the emp hasis of each 

topic required of a comprehensive barbering and barber ðstylist curriculum; and  

 

   (iii)  be reviewed and updated periodically as determined by the 

Board.  

 

 (c) In addition to any duties set fo rth elsewhere, the Board shall administer 

and enforce this title.  

 

§4ð207. 

 

 (a) (1) Except for the examination fees that the Board shall establish in 

amounts not to exceed the costs of the examinations, the Board  may set by regulation 

reasonable fees for its services, including application fees, licensing fees, license 

renewal fees, license reinstatement fees, certification fees, permit fees, permit 

renewal fees, inspection fees, and any other fees necessary for t he Board to carry out 

the provisions of this title.  

 

  (2) The fees charged shall be:  

 

   (i)  set so as to produce funds to approximate the cost of 

maintaining the Board; and  

 

   (ii)  based on the calculations performed by the Secretary under 

§ 2ð106.10 of the Business Regulation Article.  

 

 (b) The Board shall publish a schedule of fees set by the Board.  
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 (c) (1) The Board shall pay all fees collected under this title to the 

Comptroller.  

 

  (2) The Comptroller shall distribute the fees to the State Barbers and 

Cosmetologists Boardsõ Fund established in § 2ð106.9 of the Business Regulation 

Article . 

 

§4ð208. 

 

 (a) Any person aggrieved by a final decision of the Board in a contested case, 

as defined in § 10-202 of the State Government Article, may take an appeal as allowed 

in §§ 10-222 and 10-223 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (b) The Board may appeal from a decision of the circuit court.  

 

§4ð209. 

 

 The Board exercises its powers, duties, and functions subject to the authority 

of the Secretar y. 

 

§4ð301. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this title, an individual shall be licensed 

by the Board to practice barbering before the individual may practice barbering in 

the State.  

 

 (b) If an  individual holds the appropriate barber ðstylist limited license, the 

individual may practice barbering in a manner limited to providing barber ðstylist 

services. 

 

 (c) This section does not apply to:  

 

  (1) a student while the student practices barbering or provides 

barberðstylist services in accordance with § 4ð301.1 or § 4ð301.2 of this subtitle;  

 

  (2) a registered apprentice barber; or  

 

  (3) an individual authorized in the discretion of the Board to practice 

barbering or to provide barber ðstylist services under special circumstances.  

 

§4ð301.1. 
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 (a) (1) Subject to the provisions of this subsection, a student who has 

completed at least 80 hours of training at a school of barbering may practice barbering 

or provide barber ðstylist services, without a license, at the school.  

 

  (2) A student may practice barbe ring or provide barber ðstylist 

services under this subsection only:  

 

   (i)  in the course of the practical work required as part of the 

training of the student;  

 

   (ii)  while the student is under t he direct supervision of a 

teacher who meets the requirements established by the Department of Education for 

public school programs or the Maryland Higher Education Commission for private 

school programs; and  

 

   (iii)  if the indi vidual to whom a service is to be provided agrees 

to the service after being informed that a student in training is to provide the service.  

 

 (b) (1) Subject to the provisions of this subsection, a student who has 

completed at least 8 50 hours of training at a school of barbering may practice 

barbering or provide barber ðstylist services, without a license, in a:  

 

   (i)  hospital;  

 

   (ii)  nursing home; or  

 

   (iii)  correctional facility that does not house a barber school.  

 

  (2) A student may practice barbering or provide barber ðstylist 

services under this subsection only:  

 

   (i)  in the course of the  practical work required as part of the 

training of the student;  

 

   (ii)  while the student is under the direct supervision of a 

teacher who meets the requirements established by the Department of Education for 

public school progr ams or the Maryland Higher Education Commission for private 

school programs; and  

 

   (iii)  if the individual to whom a service is to be provided:  

 

    1. is confined to a hospital, nursing home, or 

correctional facility that does not house a barber school; and  
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    2. agrees to the service after being informed that a 

student in training is to provide the service.  

 

§4ð301.2. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, a student who has completed at 

least 850 hours of training while enrolled in public school courses in barbering may 

practice barbering or provide barber ðstylist services without a license.  

 

 (b) A student may practice barbering or provide barber ðstylist services 

under this section only if the student:  

 

  (1) is enrolled in an approved barbering program and has a record of 

satisfactory school performance and school att endance, as determined by the local 

education agency;  

 

  (2) has a letter of authorization signed by the student õs teacher or 

workðstudy coordinator, to practice barbering or to provide barber ðstylist services in 

a specific licensed barbershop;  

 

  (3) practices barbering or provides barber ðstylist services only in 

that specific licensed barbershop; and  

 

  (4) while practicing barbering or providing barber ðstylist  services, 

works under the direct supervision of an individual who is a licensed master barber 

who agrees to periodically report on the progress of the student to the barbering 

teacher or the work ðstudy coordinator.  

 

 (c) Under this  section, there may not be more than three students working 

under the supervision of a licensed master barber.  

 

 (d) A barbershop may pay a student for work authorized under this section.  

 

 (e) A student authorized under  this section to practice barbering or to 

provide barber ðstylist services without a license shall conspicuously display a letter 

of authorization, as required by this section, at the student õs work station in the 

specified licensed barbershop.  

 

§4ð302. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a license to practice barbering or a barber ðstylist limited 

license, an applicant shall be an individual who meets the requirements of this 

section. 
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 (b) (1) An applicant for a barber license shall have completed 

successfully:  

 

   (i)  a required program of at least 1,200 hours of training in a 

barber school that is approved by the State Department of Education or the Maryland 

Higher Ed ucation Commission, in consultation with the Board; or  

 

   (ii)  an apprenticeship of at least 2,250 hours within 2 years in 

a barbershop that holds a barbershop permit under the supervision of a master 

barber.  

 

  (2) If the applicant for a barber license is an individual trained and 

currently licensed as a cosmetologist in the State, the Board shall:  

 

   (i)  credit the applicant with having met one ðhalf of the 

training requireme nt of paragraph (1) of this subsection; and  

 

   (ii)  determine the manner in which the credit will be applied.  

 

  (3) The Board may credit an applicant with the number of hours of 

training the applicant compl etes in a barber school toward the number of hours 

required for an apprenticeship if the barber school where the applicant completes the 

training:  

 

   (i)  is located in a detention center or correctional facility; and  

 

   (ii)  1. is approved by the State Department of Education 

or the Maryland Higher Education Commission; or  

 

    2. has a curriculum similar to one that is approved by 

the State Department of Education or th e Maryland Higher Education Commission.  

 

  (4) The Board may not credit more than 600 hours of training to an 

individual under paragraph (3) of this subsection.  

 

 (c) (1) An applicant for a barber ðstylist l imited license shall have 

completed successfully:  

 

   (i)  a required program of at least 900 hours of training in a 

barber school that is approved by the State Department of Education or the Maryland 

Higher Education Commission, i n consultation with the Board; or  
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   (ii)  an apprenticeship of at least 1,650 hours within 18 months 

in a barbershop that holds a barbershop permit under the supervision of a master 

barber.  

 

  (2) If the app licant for a barber ðstylist license is an individual 

trained and currently licensed as a cosmetologist in the State, the Board shall:  

 

   (i)  credit the applicant with having met one ðhalf of the 

training requirement of  paragraph (1) of this subsection; and  

 

   (ii)  determine the manner in which the credit will be applied.  

 

  (3) The Board may credit an applicant with the number of hours of 

training the applicant completes in a barber school toward the number of hours 

required for an apprenticeship if the barber school where the applicant completes the 

training:  

 

   (i)  is located in a detention center or correctional facility; and  

 

   (ii)  1. is approved by the State Department of Education 

or the Maryland Higher Education Commission; or  

 

    2. has a curriculum similar to one that is approved by 

the State Department of Education or the Mar yland Higher Education Commission.  

 

  (4) The Board may not credit more than 450 hours of training to an 

individual under paragraph (3) of this subsection.  

 

 (d) An applicant for a master barber license shall have at  least 15 months 

of experience as a barber.  

 

 (e) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this subtitle, an applicant for a 

master barber license shall pass an examination given by the Board or the Board õs 

designee under this subtit le. 

 

  (2) Except as otherwise provided in this subtitle, an applicant for a 

barber license shall pass an examination given by the Board or the Board õs designee 

under this subtitle.  

 

  (3) Except as otherwi se provided in this subtitle, an applicant for a 

barberðstylist limited license shall pass an examination given by the Board or the 

Boardõs designee under this subtitle.  

 

§4ð303. 
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 An applicant for a license s hall:  

 

   (1) submit to the Board an application on the form that the Board 

provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board an examination fee established by the Board in 

an amount not to exceed the cost of the required ex amination.  

 

§4ð304. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 4ð304.1 of this subtitle, an applicant 

is entitled to be examined as provided in this section if the applicant:  

 

  (1) other wise qualifies for a license under this title; and  

 

  (2) pays an examination fee established by the Board in accordance 

with § 4ð303 of this subtitle to the Board or the Board õs designee. 

 

 (b) The Board periodically shall give examinations to applicants at the 

times and places that the Board determines.  

 

 (c) The Board shall give each qualified applicant notice of the time and 

place of examination.  

 

 (d) (1) The Board shall determine the subjects, scope, and form of and 

the passing score for examinations given under this subtitle.  

 

  (2) An examination may consist of written and practical parts.  

 

 (e) (1) Subject to § 2ð110 of the Business Regulation Article, an 

applicant whose primary language is not English may use a Board approved 

interpreter for the written part of an examination, but not for the practical part of an 

examination.  

 

  (2) The passing of the practical part of an examination without an 

interpreter demonstrates that the applicant possesses sufficient command of English 

to understand and properly respond to an English ðspeaking customer.  

 

 (f) Subject to § 2ð110 of the Business Regulation Article, in the case of an 

applicant who demonstrates dyslexia or other reading impairment to the Board:  

 

  (1) the Board may grant 1 or both of the following:  
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   (i)  additional time to complete all or part of the examination; 

or 

 

   (ii)  oral examination for all or part of the written part of the 

examination; and  

 

  (2) the Board shall approve for licensing an applicant who:  

 

   (i)  passes the examination; and  

 

   (ii)  demonstrates to the Board that the applicant õs dyslexia or 

other reading impairment, if any, does not significantly impair the applicant õs ability 

to function as a licensee.  

 

 (g) If an applicant fails to appear for a scheduled examination, the Board 

may require the applicant to pay another examination fee under § 4ð303 of this 

subtitle before rescheduling an examination for the applicant.  

 

§4ð304.1. 

 

 (a) The Board may use a testing service to administer examinations given 

under this title.  

 

 (b) If the Board uses a testing service, the testing servic e, subject to the 

requirements set by the Board, may:  

 

  (1) set the time and place of examinations;  

 

  (2) give qualified applicants notice of the time and place of 

examinations; and  

 

  (3) furnish any other information that the Board may require the 

testing service to provide.  

 

 (c) The Board or the Board õs designees shall mail or electronically transmit 

to each applicant notice of the applicant õs examination r esults.  

 

§4ð305. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section and of § 4ð306 of this subtitle, 

the Board may waive any requirement of this subtitle for an individual who is 

licensed to practice barbering  or to provide barber ðstylist services in another state.  

 

 (b) The Board may grant a waiver under this section only if the applicant:  



 

 - 92 - 

 

  (1) pays the examination fee required under § 4ð303 of this su btitle;  

 

  (2) provides adequate evidence that the applicant has been licensed 

as a barberðstylist, barber, or master barber, whichever is applicable, in another 

state for at least the 6 months immediately preceding the filing o f the application; 

and 

 

  (3) passes the applicable examination.  

 

§4ð306. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board may waive any 

examination requirement of this subtitle for:  

 

  (1) an applicant for a master barber or a barber license who is 

licensed to practice barbering in another state; or  

 

  (2) an applicant for a barber ðstylist limited license who is licensed to 

provide barbe rðstylist services in another state.  

 

 (b) The Board may grant a waiver under this section only if:  

 

  (1) the applicant pays the application fee set by the Board under § 4ð

206 of this title and any applicable examination fee required under § 4ð303 of this 

subtitle for any examination requirement that is not waived by the Board;  

 

  (2) the applicant provides adequate evidence that the applicant:  

 

   (i)  meets the qualifications otherwise required by this 

subtitle; and  

 

   (ii)  became licensed in the other state after passing, in that or 

any other state, an examination that is similar to the examination for which the 

applicant is seeking the waiver;  

 

  (3) the applicant practiced barbering in the other state as a master 

barber or barber or provided barber ðstylist services in the other state as a barber ð

stylist during the 2 years immediat ely before applying in this State;  

 

  (4) the applicant provides:  

 

   (i)  a notarized statement from a previous employer certifying 

that the applicant has the experience required under item (3) of this subsec tion; or  
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   (ii)  if the applicant was self ðemployed, other proof that is 

acceptable to the Board;  

 

  (5) the applicant submits a letter from the licensing board of the 

other state certifying that the a pplicant is in good standing with the board of the 

other state; and  

 

  (6) the applicant certifies in writing that the applicant has read, 

understands, and will comply with the provisions of this title and the regulations of 

the Board . 

 

§4ð307. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board may waive the 

written part of the master barber, barber, or barber ðstylist examination for an 

individual who is licensed to practice barberin g or to provide barber ðstylist services 

in a foreign country.  

 

 (b) Subject to subsection (c) of this section, the Board may grant a waiver 

under this section only if the applicant:  

 

  (1) pays the examination fee required under § 4ð303 of this subtitle 

that is attributable to the practical part of the examination;  

 

  (2) passes the practical part of the master barber, barber, or barber ð

stylist examination given by the Boar d; and 

 

  (3) provides adequate evidence that, at the time the applicant was 

licensed in the foreign country, the applicant was required to pass an examination 

and meet qualifications that were substantially equivalent to those then r equired by 

the laws of this State.  

 

 (c) To meet a minimum standard of training, the Board may require:  

 

  (1) an applicant licensed to practice barbering in a foreign country to 

complete successfully a required prog ram of training in the practice of barbering not 

exceeding 1,200 hours; or  

 

  (2) an applicant licensed to provide barber ðstylist services in a 

foreign country to complete successfully a required program of training in the 

provi sion of barberðstylist services not exceeding 900 hours.  

 

§4ð308. 
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 (a) If an applicant qualifies for a license under this subtitle, the Board shall 

send the applicant a notice that states that:  

 

  (1) the applicant has qualified for a license; and  

 

  (2) the Board will issue the license to the applicant, on receipt of the 

appropriate license fee established by the Board in accordance with § 4-206 of this 

title.  

 

 (b) On payment of the appropriate license fee, the Board shall issue a 

license to each applicant who meets the requirements of this subtitle.  

 

§4ð309. 

 

 (a) Subject to § 4ð605 of this titl e, while a master barber license is in effect, 

it authorizes the licensee to:  

 

  (1) practice barbering; and  

 

  (2) supervise an apprentice barber.  

 

 (b) Subject to § 4ð605 of this ti tle, while a barber license is in effect, it 

authorizes the licensee to practice barbering.  

 

 (c) Subject to § 4ð605 of this title, while a barber ðstylist limited license is 

in effect, it authorizes the licensee to provid e barberðstylist services.  

 

§4ð310. 

 

 (a) The initial term of a license is 2 years.  

 

 (b) A license expires on the date set by the Board unless the license is 

renewed for an additional term as provided in this section.  

 

 (c) (1) At least 1 month before a license expires, the Board shall mail or 

electronically transmit to the licensee:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current license expires; and  
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    2. the amount of the renewal fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

licensee, at the last known address of the licensee, the materials required under 

paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date t he Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (d) Before a license expires, the licensee periodically may renew it for an 

additional 2 ðyear term, if the licensee:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to be licensed;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a renewal fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 4ð206 of this title; and  

 

  (3) submits to the Board a renewal application on the  form that the 

Board provides.  

 

 (e) The Board shall renew the license of and issue a renewal certificate to 

each licensee who meets the requirements of this section.  

 

§4ð312. 

 

 (a) The Board shall r einstate the license of an individual who, for any 

reason, has failed to renew the license if the individual:  

 

  (1) applies to the Board for reinstatement within 5 years after the 

license expires;  

 

  (2) meets t he renewal requirements for that license under § 4-310 of 

this subtitle; and  

 

  (3) pays to the Board a reinstatement fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 4-206 of this title, in addition to the renewal fee requ ired under § 

4-310 of this subtitle.  

 

 (b) If an individual has failed to renew a license for any reason and then 

applies to the Board for reinstatement more than 5 years after the license has 

expired, the Board shall reinstate the l icense only if the individual:  

 

  (1) meets the renewal requirements for that license under § 4-310 of 

this subtitle;  
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  (2) pays to the Board a reinstatement fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 4-206 of this title, in addition to the renewal fee required under § 

4-310 of this subtitle; and  

 

  (3) passes the examination required by the Board.  

 

§4ð313. 

 

 Each licensee shall displa y the license conspicuously in the barbershop where 

the licensee practices barbering or provides barber ðstylist services.  

 

§4ð314. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 4ð315 of this su btitle, the 

Board may deny a license to any applicant, reprimand any licensee, or suspend or 

revoke a license if the applicant or licensee:  

 

   (i)  fraudulently or deceptively obtains or attempts to obtain a 

license for the applic ant or licensee or for another;  

 

   (ii)  fraudulently or deceptively uses a license;  

 

   (iii)  is incompetent;  

 

   (iv)  habitually is intoxicated or under the influence of any dr ug; 

 

   (v) falsifies a record submitted to the Board;  

 

   (vi)  fails to use proper sanitary methods while practicing 

barbering;  

 

   (vii)  fails to keep a barbershop in a sanitar y condition;  

 

   (viii)  under the laws of the United States or of any state, is 

convicted of: 

 

    1. a felony; or  

 

    2. a misdemeanor that is directly related to the f itness 

and qualification of the applicant or licensee to practice barbering or to provide 

barberðstylist services;  

 

   (ix)  violates any provision of this title or any regulation 

adopted by the Board under this title; or  
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   (x) fails to pay a civil penalty imposed by the Board under § 4ð

608 of this title.  

 

  (2) (i)  Instead of or in addition to reprimanding a licensee or 

suspending or revoking a license under thi s subsection, the Board may impose a 

penalty not exceeding $300 for all violations cited on a single date.  

 

   (ii)  To determine the amount of the penalty under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

    1. the seriousness of the violation;  

 

    2. the good faith of the violator;  

 

    3. the violator õs history of previous violations;  

 

    4. the deleter ious effect of the violation on the 

complainant, the public, and the barber industry; and  

 

    5. any other factors relevant to the determination of 

the financial penalty.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any p enalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

 (b) The Board shall consider the following facts in the granting, denial, 

renewal, suspension, or revocation of a license or the reprimand of a licensee when 

an applicant or licensee is convicted of a felony or misdemeanor described in 

subsection (a)(1)(viii) of this section:  

 

  (1) the nature of the crime;  

 

  (2) the relationship of the crime to the activities authorize d by the 

license; 

 

  (3) with respect to a felony, the relevance of the conviction to the 

fitness and qualification of the applicant or licensee to practice barbering or to provide 

barberðstylist services;  

 

  (4) the length of time since the conviction; and  

 

  (5) the behavior and activities of the applicant or licensee before and 

after the conviction.  
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 (c) The Board shall commence proceedings under this section on a 

complaint to the Board by a member of the Board or any person.  

 

 (d) (1) A complaint shall:  

 

   (i)  be in writing;  

 

   (ii)  include the name and necessary contact information of the 

individual filing the complaint, as determined by the Board;  

 

   (iii)  state specifically the facts on which the complaint is based;  

 

   (iv)  be submitted to the Executive Director of the Board; and  

 

   (v) be served on the person to whom it is directed:  

 

    1. personally; or  

 

    2. by certified mail, return receipt requested, bearing a 

postmark from the United States P ostal Service, to the person õs last known address 

as shown on the Boardõs records. 

 

  (2) If service is made by certified mail, the person who mails the 

document shall file with the Board verified proof of mailing.  

 

  (3) If a complaint is made by any person other than a member of the 

Board, the complaint shall be made under oath by the person who submits the 

complaint.  

 

 (e) (1) Except as provided in subsection (f) of this sectio n, if the Board 

finds that a complaint alleges facts that are adequate grounds for action under this 

section, the Board shall act on the complaint as provided under § 4ð315 of this subtitle 

to deny, suspend, or revoke a license, reprimand a lice nsee, or assess a penalty. 

 

  (2) If the Board does not make the finding, the Board shall dismiss 

the complaint.  

 

 (f) (1) If the Board makes the finding under subsection (e)(1) of this 

section for a violation th at relates to the sanitary practice of barbering or the 

provision of barber ðstylist services, the Board shall provide the licensee an 

opportunity to correct the alleged violation.  

 



 

 - 99 - 

  (2) If the licensee fails to correct each all eged violation within 10 days 

of written notification of the violation by the Board, the Board shall act on the 

complaint as provided under § 4ð315 of this subtitle.  

 

  (3) If the licensee corrects each alleged violation wi thin 10 days of 

notice, the Board shall:  

 

   (i)  dismiss the complaint; and  

 

   (ii)  provide the licensee written notification of the dismissal.  

 

§4ð315. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 4-314 of this subtitle, it shall 

give the individual against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a 

hearing before the Board.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) The Board may administer oaths in connection with any proceeding 

under this  section. 

 

 (d) The hearing notice to be given to the individual shall be sent by certified 

mail to the last known address of the individual at least 10 days before the hearing.  

 

 (e) If, after due notice, the individual  against whom the action is 

contemplated fails or refuses to appear, nevertheless the Board may hear and 

determine the matter.  

 

§4ð401. 

 

 An individual shall be registered by the Board before the individual may serve 

as an apprentice in a barbershop in the State.  

 

§4ð402. 

 

 An applicant for registration as an apprentice barber shall:  

 

   (1) submit to the Board an application on the form that the Board 

provides;  

 



 

 - 100 - 

  (2) pay to the Board an application fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 4-206 of this title; and  

 

  (3) submit to the Board adequate evidence of the following:  

 

   (i)  the intention of a barbershop in the State to allow the 

applicant to affiliate with it as an apprentice barber; and  

 

   (ii)  in the case of an applicant who does not speak English, the 

intention to participate in an English compre hension course during the 

apprenticeship.  

 

§4ð403. 

 

 The Board shall register and issue a certificate of registration to each applicant 

who meets the requirements of this subtitle.  

 

§4ð404. 

 

 (a) While registration as an apprentice barber is in effect, the registration 

authorizes the individual to learn to practice barbering or to learn to provide barber ð

stylist services:  

 

  (1) in a:  

 

   (i)  barbershop that holds a barbershop permit; or  

 

   (ii)  beauty salon that holds a beauty salon permit; and  

 

  (2) under the supervision of a master barber.  

 

 (b) (1) An appren tice barber shall practice barbering or provide barber ð

stylist services only at the barbershop or beauty salon with a barbershop permit 

issued under § 5ð504 of this article.  

 

  (2) An apprentice barber may only be pai d for work authorized under 

this section performed while assisting a master barber in starting or completing an 

operation.  

 

§4ð405. 

 

 (a) (1) The initial term of registration as an apprentice barber is 2 years.  
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  (2) An apprentice barber may renew the apprentice barber 

registration one time.  

 

 (b) The oneðtime renewal of an apprentice barber registration expires on 

the date set by the Board.  

 

 (c) (1) At least 1 month before registration as an apprentice barber 

expires, the Board shall mail or electronically transmit to the apprentice barber:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a noti ce that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current registration as an 

apprentice barber expires; and  

 

    2. the amount of the renewal fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmi ssion under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

apprentice barber, at the last known address of the apprentice barber, the materials 

required under paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date 

the Board received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (d) Before the registration of an individual expires, the individual may 

renew it for an additional term if the individual:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to be registered;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a renewal fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 4ð206 of this title; and  

 

  (3) submits to the B oard a renewal application on the form that the 

Board provides.  

 

 (e) The Board shall renew the apprentice barber registration of and issue a 

renewal certificate to each apprentice barber who meets the requirements of this 

section. 

 

§4ð406. 

 

 Each registered apprentice barber shall display the certificate of registration 

conspicuously in the apprentice barber õs place of employment.  
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§4ð407. 

 

 (a) Subject to the  hearing provisions of § 4-408 of this subtitle, the Board 

may deny registration as an apprentice barber to any applicant, reprimand any 

individual registered as an apprentice barber, or suspend or revoke the registration 

of any individual registered as an apprentice barber:  

 

  (1) for any applicable ground under § 4-314 of this title;  

 

  (2) if the applicant or individual fraudulently or deceptively obtains 

or attempts to obtain registration for the app licant or individual or for another; or  

 

  (3) if the applicant or individual fraudulently or deceptively uses a 

certificate of registration.  

 

 (b) (1) Instead of or in addition to reprimanding an individual regi stered 

as an apprentice barber or suspending or revoking the registration under this section, 

the Board may impose a penalty not exceeding $300 for all violations cited on a single 

day. 

 

  (2) To determine the amount of the penalty im posed under this 

section, the Board shall consider:  

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the violation;  

 

   (ii)  the good faith of the violator;  

 

   (iii)  the violator õs history of p revious violations;  

 

   (iv)  the deleterious effect of the violation on the complainant, 

the public, and the barber industry; and  

 

   (v) any other factors relevant to the determination of the 

penalty.  

 

 (c) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this section into the 

General Fund of the State.  

 

§4ð408. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, befo re the Board takes any final action under § 4-407 of this subtitle, it shall 

give the individual against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a 

hearing before the Board.  
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 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the he aring in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) The Board may administer oaths in connection with any proceeding 

under this section.  

 

 (d) The hearing notice to be given to the indivi dual shall be sent by certified 

mail to the last known address of the individual at least 10 days before the hearing.  

 

 (e) If, after due notice, the individual against whom the action is 

contemplated fails or refuses to appear, neverthel ess the Board may hear and 

determine the matter.  

 

§4ð501. 

 

 (a) A person shall hold a barbershop permit issued by the Board before the 

person may operate a barbershop in the State.  

 

 (b) A separate b arbershop permit is required for each barbershop that a 

person operates. 

 

§4ð502. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a barbershop permit, an applicant shall be a person who 

meets the requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) (1) An applicant shall own the facility in which the barbershop for 

which the application is made is located.  

 

  (2) To qualify for a barbershop permit for a mobile barbershop, the 

applicant shall:  

 

   (i)  hold a barbershop permit to operate a barbershop that is 

not a mobile barbershop; and  

 

   (ii)  own or lease the motor vehicle or trailer in which the 

mobile barbershop for which the application is made is located.  

 

 (c) An applicant shall satisfy the Board that the location and equipment of 

the barbershop for which the application is made meets the requirements of:  

 

  (1) the Board;  
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  (2) the Maryland Department  of Health; and  

 

  (3) the applicable local zoning code.  

 

 (d) As a condition of the issuance of a barbershop permit, the barbershop 

for which the application is made shall pass a pre ðopening inspection conduct ed 

under § 4ð512 of this subtitle.  

 

§4ð503. 

 

 (a) An applicant for a barbershop permit shall:  

 

  (1) submit to the Board an application on the form that the Board 

provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board an application fee and a pre -opening inspection 

fee established by the Board in accordance with § 4-206 of this title.  

 

 (b) For each barbershop permit for which a person applies, the person sha ll 

submit a separate application and pay separate application and pre -opening 

inspection fees.  

 

§4ð504. 

 

 (a) The Board shall issue a barbershop permit to each applicant who meets 

the requirements of this subtitle.  

 

 (b) The Board shall issue a barbershop permit and a beauty salon permit to 

an applicant of a single establishment if the applicant:  

 

  (1) meets the requirements of:  

 

   (i)  this title; and  

 

   (ii)  Title 5 of this article;  

 

  (2) submits a separate application for each permit; and  

 

  (3) pays a separate fee for each application.  

 

§4ð505. 

 

 While a barbershop permit is in effect, it authorizes the barbershop permit 

holder to operate a barbershop.  
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§4ð506. 

 

 (a) Unless a barbershop permit is renewed for a 2 -year term as provided in 

this section, the per mit expires on the first May 31 that comes:  

 

  (1) after the effective date of the permit; and  

 

  (2) in an odd -numbered year.  

 

 (b) (1) At least 1 month before a barbershop permit expires, the Board 

shall mail or electronically transmit to the permit holder:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the cur rent permit expires; and  

 

    2. the amount of the renewal fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

permit holder, at the last known address of the permit holder, the materials required 

under paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (c) Before a barbershop permit expires, the barbershop permit holder 

periodically may renew it for an additional 2 -year term, if the holder:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to hold the permit;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a renewal fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 4-206 of this title; and  

 

  (3) submits to the Board a renewal application on the form that the 

Board provides.  

 

 (d) The Board shall renew the barbershop permit of and issue a renewal 

certificate to each barbershop permit holder who meets the requirements of this 

section. 

 

 (e) The Secretary may determine that barbershop permits issued under this 

subtitle shall expire on a staggered basis. 
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§4ð506.1. 

 

 (a) The Board may reinstate a barbershop permit that has expired if the 

owner of the barbershop:  

 

  (1) applies to the Board for reinstatement within 45 days af ter the 

permit expires;  

 

  (2) otherwise meets the requirements of § 4ð506(c) of this subtitle; 

and 

 

  (3) pays to the Board a reinstatement fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 4ð206 of this title, in addition to the renewal fee required under § 

4ð506(c)(2) of this subtitle.  

 

 (b) If an owner of a barbershop has failed to renew a barbershop permit and 

applies to the Board for reinstatement more than 45 days after the permit has 

expired, the Board shall reinstate the permit only if the barbershop owner qualifies 

for a barbershop permit in accordance with §§ 4ð502 and 4ð503 of this subtitle.  

 

§4ð507. 

 

 (a) A barbershop may not employ at the same time more than three 

apprentice barbers for each master barber employed.  

 

 (b) A barbershop may have a separate shampoo area.  

 

 (c) The Board may not require a barber shop to have a minimum number of 

sinks.  

 

 (d) (1) An apprentice barber under complete and constant supervision of 

a master barber may assist the master barber in starting or completing an operation. 

The master barber or barbershop may  charge the usual fees for the operation.  

 

  (2) A fee may not be charged for an operation performed completely 

by an apprentice barber.  

 

§4ð508. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this subtit le, a barbershop may not be 

integrated with any other business.  
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 (b) A person may conduct another business on the premises of a barbershop 

only if the business and barbershop are separated by a permanent wall or partition.  

 

 (c) An individual licensed to practice cosmetology may practice cosmetology 

in a barbershop.  

 

§4ð509. 

 

 (a) The owner shall designate a master barber to supervise each apprentice 

barber who is learning to practi ce barbering or to provide barber ðstylist services in 

the barbershop.  

 

 (b) The owner or a designated master barber shall file monthly a report, on 

a form supplied by the Board, that:  

 

  (1) states the progress  of each apprentice barber employed by the 

barbershop; and  

 

  (2) identifies the master barber supervising each apprentice barber.  

 

 (c) The owner and the master barber supervising an apprentice barber 

immediately sh all advise the Board in writing of:  

 

  (1) the date on which an apprentice barber ceases learning to practice 

barbering or to provide barber ðstylist services at the barbershop, temporarily or 

permanently; and  

 

  (2) the reason for the cessation.  

 

§4ð511. 

 

 (a) The Board may adopt regulations to ensure that each barber school 

approved by the State Board of Education or the Maryland Higher Education 

Commission is operated  in a sanitary manner.  

 

 (b) The regulations adopted under subsection (a) of this section shall 

provide for:  

 

  (1) the reporting of violations of the regulations to the Department of 

Education or the Maryland Higher  Education Commission; and  

 

  (2) the imposition of a fine not to exceed $300 for a violation of the 

regulations.  
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 (c) In determining the amount of financial penalty to be imposed under this 

section, the Board shall  consider the following:  

 

  (1) the seriousness of the violation;  

 

  (2) the good faith of the violator;  

 

  (3) the violator õs history of previous violations;  

 

  (4) the deleterious effect of the violation on the complainant, the 

public, and the barber industry; and  

 

  (5) any other factors relevant to the determination of the financial 

penalty.  

 

 (d) The Board shall commence  proceedings to assess a penalty under this 

section on a complaint to the Board by a member of the Board or any person.  

 

 (e) (1) A complaint shall:  

 

   (i)  be in writing;  

 

   (ii)  include the name and necessary contact information of the 

individual filing the complaint, as determined by the Board;  

 

   (iii)  state specifically the facts on which the complaint is based;  

 

   (iv)  be submitted to the Executive Director of the Board; and  

 

   (v) be served on the person to whom it is directed:  

 

    1. personally; or  

 

    2. by certified mail, return recei pt requested, bearing a 

postmark from the United States Postal Service, to the person õs last known address 

as shown on the Boardõs records. 

 

  (2) If service is made by certified mail, the person who mails the 

document sha ll file with the Board verified proof of mailing.  

 

  (3) If a complaint is made by any person other than a member of the 

Board, the complaint shall be made under oath by the person who submits the 

complaint.  
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 (f) (1) If the Board finds that there is a violation that relates to the 

sanitary condition of the barber school, the Board shall provide the owner of the 

barber school an opportunity to correct the alleged violation.  

 

  (2) If the scho ol owner fails to correct each alleged violation within 

10 days of written notification by the Board, the Board shall act on the complaint as 

provided under § 4-514 of this subtitle.  

 

  (3) If the school owner corrects each alleg ed violation within 10 days 

of notice, the Board shall:  

 

   (i)  dismiss the complaint; and  

 

   (ii)  provide the school owner written notification of dismissal.  

 

§4ð512. 

 

 (a) (1) With the approval of the Secretary, the Board may appoint 

inspectors to conduct inspections.  

 

  (2) An inspector serves at the pleasure of the Board.  

 

  (3) Subject to the State budget, each ins pector is entitled to:  

 

   (i)  reasonable compensation as determined by the Board for 

each day on which the inspector is engaged in the duties of the inspector õs 

appointment; and  

 

   (ii)  reimbursem ent for expenses under the Standard State 

Travel Regulations.  

 

 (b) (1) The Board shall inspect barbershops.  

 

  (2) The Board or an inspector shall inspect each barbershop before 

the barbershop:  

 

   (i)  initially opens for business;  

 

   (ii)  opens for business at a new location; or  

 

   (iii)  continues business under a new owner.  

 

  (3) A barbershop that remodels and  reopens with the same owner is 

not subject to the inspection requirement of this subsection.  
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 (c) (1) The Board or an inspector may enter and inspect a barber school 

approved by the State Board of Education or the Maryland Higher Ed ucation 

Commission at any time during business hours to determine the sanitary condition 

of the barber school.  

 

  (2) If, during an inspection of a barber school, an inspector finds an 

unsanitary condition, the inspector promptly shal l report the condition to the Board.  

 

 (d) (1) A barbershop shall allow an inspector, on presentation of 

credentials, to enter and inspect the facility at any time during business hours.  

 

  (2) During inspection of a barbershop, the owner, lessee, or manager 

of the barbershop shall accompany the inspector.  

 

 (e) (1) An inspector shall make an inspection report after an inspection 

and give a copy to the individual who accompanied the inspector  during the 

inspection.  

 

  (2) The individual shall sign the inspection report for the barbershop 

to acknowledge receipt of a copy of the report.  

 

§4ð513. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the hearing pro visions of § 4-514 of this subtitle, the 

Board may deny a barbershop permit to any applicant, reprimand any permit holder, 

or suspend or revoke a barbershop permit:  

 

   (i)  for any applicable ground under § 4-314 of this  title;  

 

   (ii)  if the applicant or holder fraudulently or deceptively 

obtains or attempts to obtain a barbershop permit for the applicant or holder or for 

another;  

 

   (iii)  if the applicant or holder f raudulently or deceptively uses 

a barbershop permit; or  

 

   (iv)  if the holder fails to pay a civil penalty imposed by the 

Board under § 4-608 of this title.  

 

  (2) (i)  Instead of or in addition to r eprimanding a permit holder 

or suspending or revoking a permit under this subsection, the Board may impose a 

penalty not exceeding $300 for all violations cited on a single date.  
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   (ii)  To determine the amount of penalty imposed  under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider the following:  

 

    1. the seriousness of the violation;  

 

    2. the good faith of the violator;  

 

    3. the violator õs history of previous violations;  

 

    4. the deleterious effect of the violation on the 

complainant, the public, and the barber industry; and  

 

    5. any other factors relevant to the dete rmination of 

the financial penalty.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

 (b) The Board shall commence proceedings under this section on a 

complaint to the Board by a member of the Board or any person.  

 

 (c) (1) A complaint shall:  

 

   (i)  be in writing;  

 

   (ii)  be signed by the complainant;  

 

   (iii)  state specifically the facts on which the complaint is based;  

 

   (iv)  be submitted to the Executive Director of the Board; and  

 

   (v) be served on the person to whom it is directed:  

 

    1. personally; or  

 

    2. by certified mail, return receipt requested, bearing a 

postmark from the United States Postal Service, to the person õs last known address 

as shown on the Boardõs records. 

 

  (2) If service is made by certified mail, the person who mails the 

document shall file with the Board verified proof of mailing.  
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  (3) If a complaint is made by any person other than a member of the 

Board, th e complaint shall be made under oath by the person who submits the 

complaint.  

 

 (d) (1) Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, if the Board 

finds that a complaint alleges facts that are adequate grounds for action under  § 4-

514 of this subtitle, the Board shall act on the complaint as provided under § 4-514 of 

this subtitle to deny, suspend, or revoke a barbershop permit, or reprimand or assess 

a penalty against the holder of the permit.  

 

  (2) If the Board does not make the finding, the Board shall dismiss 

the complaint.  

 

 (e) (1) If the Board makes the finding under subsection (d)(1) of this 

section for a violation that relates to the sanitary condition of the barber shop, the 

Board shall provide the owner of the barbershop an opportunity to correct the alleged 

violation.  

 

  (2) If the barbershop owner fails to correct each alleged violation 

within 10 days of written notification by the Board, the  Board shall act on the 

complaint as provided under § 4-514 of this subtitle.  

 

  (3) If the barbershop owner corrects each alleged violation within 10 

days of notice, the Board shall:  

 

   (i)  dismiss the  complaint; and  

 

   (ii)  provide the barbershop owner written notification of 

dismissal.  

 

§4ð514. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, before t he Board takes any final action under § 4-511 or § 4-513 of this 

subtitle, it shall give the person against whom the action is contemplated an 

opportunity for a hearing before the Board.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hol d the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) The Board may administer oaths in connection with any proceeding 

under this section.  
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 (d) The hearing notice to be given to th e person shall be sent by certified 

mail to the last known address of the person at least 10 days before the hearing.  

 

 (e) If, after due notice, the person against whom the action is contemplated 

fails or refuses to appear, nevertheless the Board may hear and determine the matter.  

 

§4ð601. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this title, a person may not practice, 

attempt to practice, or offer to practice barbering in the State unless licensed by th e 

Board to practice barbering.  

 

 (b) Except as otherwise provided in this title, a person may not provide, 

attempt to provide, or offer to provide barber ðstylist services in the State unless 

licensed by the Board to provide barber ðstylist services.  

 

§4ð602. 

 

 A person may not operate a barbershop in the State unless the person holds a 

barbershop permit issued by the Board.  

 

§4ð603. 

 

 An individual may not ser ve as an apprentice barber unless registered by the 

Board as an apprentice barber.  

 

§4ð604. 

 

 (a) (1) Unless authorized under this title to practice barbering, a person 

may not represent to the public, by use of a  title, including òlicensed barberó, òmaster 

barberó, or òjourney barber ó, by description of services, methods, or procedures, or 

otherwise, that the person is authorized to practice barbering in the State.  

 

  (2) If an individual is authorized under this title to engage in the 

limited practice of barbering, the individual may represent to the public that the 

individual is authorized to practice barbering in a manner restricted to that limited 

practi ce. 

 

 (b) Unless an establishment holds a barbershop permit under this title, a 

person may not represent to the public, by title, by description of services, methods, 

or procedures, or otherwise, that the establishment is a barbershop.  

 

§4ð605. 
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 (a) Except as provided in §§ 4ð301.1 and 4ð301.2 of this title and subsection 

(b) of this section, a person may not practice barbering or provide barber ðstylist 

services in any pla ce other than:  

 

  (1) a barbershop that holds a barbershop permit under this title; or  

 

  (2) a beauty salon that holds a beauty salon permit under Title 5 of 

this article.  

 

 (b) A licensed mast er barber, licensed barber, or licensed barber ðstylist 

may practice barbering or provide barber ðstylist services as appropriate outside a 

barbershop or beauty salon if:  

 

  (1) the master barber, barber, or barber ðsty list is sponsored by a 

barbershop that holds a barbershop permit or a beauty salon that holds a beauty 

salon permit;  

 

  (2) the patron is a customer of the barbershop or the beauty salon;  

 

  (3) the implements tr ansported to the site where barbering services 

or barberðstylist services will be performed are sanitized and disinfected;  

 

  (4) the sponsoring barbershop maintains complete records of all 

services performed outside the barbers hop or the beauty salon; and  

 

  (5) Board inspectors are permitted to conduct inspections of:  

 

   (i)  the implements used outside of the barbershop or the 

beauty salon; and  

 

   (ii)  the premises where the barbering services or barber ð

stylist services are performed.  

 

§4ð607. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided by this title, the Board may impose on a 

person who violates any provision of this title a penalty not exceeding $1,000 for all 

violations cited on a single day.  

 

 (b) In setting the amount of the penalty, the Board shall consider:  

 

  (1) the seriousness of the violation;  

 

  (2) the harm caused by the violation;  
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  (3) the good faith of the violator;  

 

  (4) any history of previous violations by the violator; and  

 

  (5) any other relevant factors.  

 

 (c) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this section into the 

General Fund of the State.  

 

§4ð608. 

 

 (a) Following an inspection of a barbershop, if a Board inspector determines 

that a licensee or permi t holder has violated this title or a regulation adopted by the 

Board, the inspector may issue a citation to the licensee or permit holder.  

 

 (b) A citation issued by a Board inspector shall be in writing and shall state:  

 

  (1) a brief description of each violation;  

 

  (2) the amount of a civil penalty, as prescribed by regulation, for each 

violation; and  

 

  (3) as provided in this section:  

 

   (i)  the time within which the civil penalty is to be paid;  

 

   (ii)  the opportunity to contest the citation; and  

 

   (iii)  the finality of the citation if it is not contested.  

 

 (c) The cit ation shall be served on the licensee or permit holder alleged to 

have committed the violation by:  

 

  (1) hand-delivery; or  

 

  (2) certified mail to the last known address of the licensee or permit 

holder.  

 

 (d) Subject to subsections (e) and (f) of this section, the civil penalty set forth 

in a citation shall be paid within 60 days of its receipt.  

 

 (e) A citation and the applicable civil penalty shall be considered a final 

order of the Board unless, within 60 days of being served with the citation, the 
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licensee or permit holder notifies the Board in writing of an intent to contest the 

citation.  

 

 (f) (1) Upon the receipt of a written notice of a licensee o r permit holder õs 

intent to contest a citation, the Board shall hold a hearing, in accordance with § 4-

315 or § 4-514 of this title, regarding the cited violations.  

 

  (2) A hearing held in accordance with paragraph (1 ) of this 

subsection may not be delegated to the Office of Administrative Hearings under Title 

10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (g) (1) The Board shall establish by regulation a schedule of civil 

penalties for violati ons of this title and regulations adopted by the Board.  

 

  (2) The civil penalties imposed under this subsection may not exceed 

$300 for all violations cited on a single day.  

 

§4ð701. 

 

 This title ma y be cited as the òMaryland Barbers Act ó. 

 

§4ð702. 

 

 Subject to the evaluation and reestablishment provisions of the Maryland 

Program Evaluation Act, this title and all regulations adopted under this title sha ll 

terminate and be of no effect after July 1, 2024.  

 

§5ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) òApprenticeó means an individual who is learning t o practice 

cosmetology or any limited practice of cosmetology in a beauty salon that holds a 

beauty salon permit under the supervision of:  

 

  (1) if learning to practice cosmetology, a licensed senior 

cosmetologist; 

 

  (2) if learning to provide esthetic services, a licensed senior 

cosmetologist or a licensed esthetician with 2 years õ experience; 

 

  (3) if learning to provide hair services, a licensed senior cosmetologist 

or a licensed hairstylist with 2 years õ experience; and 
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  (4) if learning to provide nail technician services, a licensed senior 

cosmetologist or a licensed nail technician with 2 years õ experience. 

 

 (c) (1) òBeauty salonó means any commercial establishment, except a 

barbershop, in which an individual practices cosmetology.  

 

  (2) òBeauty salonó includes a mobile beauty salon.  

 

  (3) òBeauty  salonó does not include a clinic in a cosmetology school.  

 

 (d) òBeauty salon permit ó means a permit issued by the Board to operate a 

beauty salon.  

 

 (e) òBoardó means the State Board of Co smetologists.  

 

 (f) òCosmetologistó means an individual who practices cosmetology.  

 

 (g) òHairstylist ó means an individual who provides hair services.  

 

 (h) òHairstylist ð blow dry technician ó means an individual who provides 

hair services ð blow drying;  

 

 (i)  (1) òLicenseó means, unless the context requires otherwise, a license 

issued by the Board.  

 

  (2) òLicenseó includes, unless the context requires otherwise, each of 

the following licenses:  

 

   (i)  a license to practice cosmetology;  

 

   (ii)  a license to practice as a senior cosmetolog ist;  

 

   (iii)  a limited license to provide esthetic services;  

 

   (iv)  a limited license to provide hair services;  

 

   (v) a limited license to provide hair services ð blow drying; and  

 

   (vi)  a limited license to provide nail technician services.  

 

 (j) òLicensed cosmetologistó means, unless the context requires otherwise, 

a cosmetologist who is licensed by the Board to practice cosmetology.  

 

 (k)  òLicensed senior cosmetologistó means a person who:  
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  (1) has at least 2 years of experience as a licensed cosmetologist; and  

 

  (2) has passed a test approved by the Board.  

 

 (l)  (1) òLimited license ó means a license issued by the Board to practice 

cosmetology as limited in § 5ð301 of this title.  

 

  (2) òLimited license ó includes, unless the context requires otherwise, 

each of the following licenses:  

 

   (i)  a limited license to provide esthetic services;  

 

   (ii)  a limited license to provide hair services;  

 

   (iii)  a limited license to provide hair services ð blow drying; and  

 

   (iv)  a limited license to provide nail technician services.  

 

 (m) òMobile beauty salon ó means a beauty salon that is located in a motor 

vehicle or a trailer that is designed, constructed, and equipped as a place for an 

individual to practice cosmetology and for use as a conveyance on highways.  

 

 (n) (1) òPractice cosmetologyó means to engage in any of the following for 

compensation:  

 

   (i)  providing hair services;  

 

   (ii)  arching or dyeing eyebrows;  

 

   (iii)  dyeing eyelashes; 

 

   (iv)  providing esthetic services; or  

 

   (v) providing nail technician services.  

 

  (2) The practice of cosmetology does not include:  

 

   (i)  the mere sale, fitting, or styling of wigs or hairpieces;  

 

   (ii)  the mere shampooing of hair; or  

 

   (iii)  a service that results in tension on hair strands or roots by 

twisting, wrapping, weaving, extending, locking, or braiding by hand  or mechanical 
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device, provided that the service does not include the application of dyes, reactive 

chemicals, or other preparations to alter the color of the hair or to straighten, curl, or 

alter the structure of the hair.  

 

 (o) òProvide esthetic services ó means to provide to an individual, for 

compensation, the service of:  

 

  (1) cleansing, exercising, massaging, stimulating, or performing any 

other similar procedure on the skin or scalp by electrical, m echanical, or any other 

means; 

 

  (2) applying to the face an alcohol, cream, lotion, astringent, or 

cosmetic preparation; or  

 

  (3) removing superfluous hair by the use of a depilatory, tweezers, or 

wax. 

 

 (p) òProvide hair services ó means to provide to an individual for 

compensation the service of beautifying, cleaning, or embellishing the hair of the 

individual by:  

 

  (1) arranging the hair;  

 

  (2) bleaching the hair;  

 

  (3) cleansing the hair;  

 

  (4) coloring the hair;  

 

  (5) curling the hair;  

 

  (6) cutting the hair;  

 

  (7) dressing the hair;  

 

  (8) singeing the hair;  

 

  (9) permanent waving the hair;  

 

  (10) waving the hair; or  

 

  (11) performing any other similar procedure intended to beautif y, 

clean, or embellish the hair.  
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 (q) òProvide hair services ð blow drying ó means to provide to an individual 

for compensation the service of beautifying, cleaning, or arranging the hair of the 

individual by:  

 

  (1) arranging the hair;  

 

  (2) cleansing the hair;  

 

  (3) curling the hair;  

 

  (4) dressing the hair;  

 

  (5) blow drying the hair;  

 

  (6) singeing the hair; or  

 

  (7) performing any other similar procedure intended to beautify, 

clean, or arrange the hair.  

 

 (r)  òProvide nail technician services ó means to provide to an individual, for  

compensation, the service of:  

 

  (1) manicuring or pedicuring the individual õs nails;  

 

  (2) applying artificial nail enhancement products; or  

 

  (3) maintaining artificial nail enhan cement products.  

 

§5ð102. 

 

 This title does not prohibit:  

 

   (1) an individual from practicing a health occupation that the 

individual is authorized under the laws of the State to practice; or  

 

  (2) an individual who is authorized to practice barbering under Title 

4 of this article from practicing barbering.  

 

§5ð201. 

 

 There is a State Board of Cosmetologists in the Department.  

 

§5ð202. 
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 (a) (1) The Board consists of seven members.  

 

  (2) Of the seven members of the Board:  

 

   (i)  four shall be licensed cosmetologists;  

 

   (ii)  one shall be affiliated with a private cosmetology school as 

an educator or owner; and  

 

   (iii)  two shall be consumer members.  

 

  (3) The Governor shall appoint the members with the advice of the 

Secretary.  

 

 (b) Each cosmetologist member of the Board:  

 

  (1) shall have practiced cosmetology actively for at least 5 years 

before appointment;  

 

  (2) shall be a citizen of the State;  

 

  (3) may not be affiliated directly or indirectly with any cosmetology 

school; 

 

  (4) may not be affiliated with any person who manufactures or sells 

any article, supply, or merchandise that is commonly used in a beauty salon; a nd 

 

  (5) may not be a graduate of the same school of cosmetology as any 

other member of the Board.  

 

 (c) Each consumer member of the Board:  

 

  (1) shall be a member of the general public;  

 

  (2) may not be a licensee or otherwise be subject to regulation by the 

Board;  

 

  (3) may not be required to meet the qualifications for the professional 

members of the Board; and  

 

  (4) may not, within 1 year before appointment, have had a financial 

interest in or have received compensation from a person regulated by the Board.  

 

 (d) While a member of the Board, a consumer member may not:  
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  (1) have a fi nancial interest in or receive compensation from a person 

regulated by the Board; or  

 

  (2) grade any examination given by or for the Board.  

 

 (e) Before taking office, each appointee to the Board shall take the oath  

required by Article I, § 9 of the Maryland Constitution.  

 

 (f) (1) The term of a member is 3 years and begins on July 1.  

 

  (2) The terms of members are staggered as required by the terms 

provided for membe rs of the Board on October 1, 1989.  

 

  (3) A member may not serve more than 2 consecutive terms.  

 

  (4) At the end of a term, a member continues to serve until a 

successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (5) A member who is appointed after a term has begun serves only 

for the rest of the term and until a successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

 (g) (1) The Governor may remove a member for incompetence or 

misconduct.  

 

  (2) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection and subject 

to paragraph (4) of this subsection, a member shall be considered to have resigned if 

the member did not attend at least two ðthirds of the Board meetings held d uring any 

consecutive 12ðmonth period while the member was serving on the Board.  

 

  (3) The Governor may waive a member õs resignation and allow the 

member to continue serving if the member has been unable to attend meeting s for 

reasons satisfactory to the Governor and the reasons are made public.  

 

  (4) In accordance with § 8ð501 of the State Government Article, the 

chairman shall provide notice to the Governor and the Governor shall appoint  a 

successor. 

 

§5ð203. 

 

 (a) From among its members, the Board annually shall elect a chairman.  

 

 (b) The manner of election of the chairman shall be as the Board 

determines.  



 

 - 123 - 

 

§5ð204. 

 

 (a) A majority of the members then serving on the Board is a quorum.  

 

 (b) No formal action may be taken by the Board without the approval of a 

majority of the members of the Board eligible to vote.  

 

 (c) The Board shall meet at least once a month, at the times and places that 

the Board determines.  

 

 (d) Subject to the State budget, each member of the Board is entitled to:  

 

  (1) a reasonable fee set by the  Board for each day on which the 

member is engaged in the duties of office; and  

 

  (2) reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State Travel 

Regulations.  

 

 (e) The Board may employ a staff in accordance with the  State budget.  

 

 (f) The Board shall have its principal office in Baltimore City.  

 

§5ð205. 

 

 (a) In addition to any duties set forth elsewhere, the Board shall adopt:  

 

  (1) bylaws for the conduct of its proceedings;  

 

  (2) regulations for qualification and examination of applicants for 

licenses, registration, and permits and issuance of licenses, certificates of 

registration, and permits;  

 

  (3) regulations to govern the conduct of persons regulated under this 

title;  

 

  (4) regulations to govern sanitation and safety in practicing 

cosmetology, including regulations that establish precautions to prevent the spread 

of infectious and contagious diseases; and  

 

  (5) regulations to govern the direct supervision of the operation of 

limited practice beauty salons.  
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 (b) (1) The Board shall adopt regulations that establish detaile d 

curriculum standards for use by the State Board of Education or the Maryland Higher 

Education Commission in approving applications for instruction in the practice of 

cosmetology, the provision of esthetic services, the provision of hair services, and the  

provision of nail technician services at public schools or private career schools.  

 

  (2) The curriculum standards established under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection shall:  

 

   (i)  incorporate modern methods  and practices for:  

 

    1. practicing cosmetology;  

 

    2. providing esthetic services;  

 

    3. providing hair services;  

 

    4. provid ing hair services ð blow drying; and  

 

    5. providing nail technician services;  

 

   (ii)  include a reference to each topic and the emphasis of each 

topic required of a comprehensive curriculum in the appropriate licensing area; and  

 

   (iii)  be reviewed and updated periodically as determined by the 

Board.  

 

 (c) (1) Beginning October 1, 2018, the Board shall require a licensee 

renewing a license to complete at least six credit hours of continuing education 

approved by the Board.  

 

  (2) The Board shall adopt regulations that set standards for 

continuing education courses that, at a minimum, require:  

 

   (i)  two hours of training in health, safety, and welfare 

subjects; and  

 

   (ii)  four hours of training in general elective courses.  

 

§5ð206. 

 

 (a) On request of any person and payment of a ce rtification fee established 

by the Board in accordance with § 5ð208 of this subtitle, the Board shall certify the 
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licensing, registration, or permit status and qualifications of any person who is the 

subject of the request.  

 

 (b) Each certification under this section:  

 

  (1) shall include a statement of the licensing, registration, or permit 

status of the person who is the subject of the request; and  

 

  (2) may include:  

 

   (i)  information about the examination results and other 

qualifications of that person;  

 

   (ii)  information about the dates of issuance and renewal of the 

license, registration, or permit of that person;  

 

   (iii)  information about any disciplinary action taken against 

that person; and  

 

   (iv)  if authorized by that person, information about any 

complaint against that person.  

 

 (c) The Board shall collect the certification fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 5ð208 of this subtitle for each certification under this section.  

 

§5ð207. 

 

 (a) In addition to any powers set forth elsewhere, th e Board may administer 

oaths. 

 

 (b) In addition to any duties set forth elsewhere, the Board shall:  

 

  (1) adopt a seal; 

 

  (2) keep a record of its proceedings;  

 

  (3) keep records at its principal office; and  

 

  (4) provide copies of its regulations to persons regulated by the 

Board.  

 

 (c) The Board shall keep a record that, for each application for a license, 

registration, or permit , shows: 
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  (1) the name of the applicant;  

 

  (2) the place of business or employment of the applicant;  

 

  (3) the address of the place of business or employment; and  

 

  (4) the action of the Board on the application.  

 

§5ð208. 

 

 (a) Except for the examination fees that the Board shall establish in 

amounts not to exceed the costs of the examinations, the Board may set by regulation 

reasonable fees for its services, including application fees, licensing fees, license 

renewal fees, license reinstatement fees, certification fees, permit fees, permit 

renewal fees, inspection fees, and any other fees necessary for the Board to carry out 

th is title.  

 

 (b) The fees charged shall be:  

 

  (1) set so as to produce funds to approximate the cost of maintaining 

the Board; and  

 

  (2) based on the calculations performed by the Secretary und er § 2ð

106.10 of the Business Regulation Article.  

 

 (c) The Board shall publish a schedule of fees set by the Board.  

 

 (d) (1) The Board shall pay all fees collected under this title to the 

Comptroller.  

 

  (2) The Comptroller shall distribute the fees to the State Barbers and 

Cosmetologists Boardsõ Fund established in § 2ð106.9 of the Business Regulation 

Article.  

 

§5ð209. 

 

 Any person  aggrieved by a final decision of the Board in a contested case, as 

defined in § 10-202 of the State Government Article, may take an appeal as allowed 

in §§ 10-222 and 10-223 of the State Government Article.  

 

§5ð210. 

 

 The Board exercises its powers, duties, and functions subject to the authority 

of the Secretary.  
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§5ð301. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this title, an individual shall be licensed 

by the Board to practice cosmetology before the individual may practice cosmetology 

in the State.  

 

 (b) If an individual holds the appropriate limited license, the individual 

may practice cosmetology in a manner limited to:  

 

  (1) providing esthetic services;  

 

  (2) providing hair services;  

 

  (3) providing hair services ð blow drying; or  

 

  (4) providing nail technician services.  

 

 (c) Subsection (a) of this section does not apply to:  

 

  (1) a student while the student practices cosmetology in accordance 

with § 5ð302 or § 5ð303 of this subtitle; or  

 

  (2) a registered apprentice.  

 

§5ð302. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the provisions of this subsection, a student who has 

completed at least 350 hours of training at a school of cosmetology may practice 

cosmetology, without a license, at the school.  

 

  (2) A student may practice cosmetology under this subsection only:  

 

   (i)  in the course of the practical work required as part of the 

training of the student;  

 

   (ii)  while the st udent is under the direct supervision of a 

teacher who meets the requirements established by the Department of Education for 

public school programs or the Maryland Higher Education Commission for private 

school programs; and  

 

   (iii)  if the individual to whom a service is to be provided agrees 

to provision of the service after being informed that a student in training is to provide 

the service.  
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 (b) (1) Subject to the provisions of this subsection, a student  who has 

completed at least 1,000 hours of training at a school of cosmetology may practice 

cosmetology, without a license, in a hospital, nursing home, or correctional facility.  

 

  (2) A student may practice cosmetology under this su bsection only:  

 

   (i)  in the course of the practical work required as part of the 

training of the student;  

 

   (ii)  while the student is under the direct supervision of a 

teacher who meets the requiremen ts established by the Department of Education for 

public school programs or the Maryland Higher Education Commission for private 

school programs; and  

 

   (iii)  if the individual to whom a service is to be provided:  

 

    1. is confined to the hospital, nursing home, or 

correctional facility; and  

 

    2. agrees to provision of the service after being 

informed that a student in training is to provide the service.  

 

§5ð303. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, a student who has completed at 

least 1,000 hours of training while enrolled in public school courses in cosmetology 

may practice cosmetology without a license.  

 

 (b) A student may practice cosmetology under this section only if the 

student:  

 

  (1) is enrolled in an approved cosmetology program and has a record 

of satisfactory school performance and school attendance, as determined by the local 

education agency;  

 

  (2) has a letter of authorization, signed by the student õs teacher or 

work -study coordinator, to practice cosmetology in a specific beauty salon;  

 

  (3) practices cosmetology only in that specific beauty salon; and  

 

  (4) while practicing cosmetology, works under the direct supervision 

of an individual who is a licensed senior cosmetologist who agrees to periodically 
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report on the progress of the student t o the cosmetology teacher or the work -study 

coordinator.  

 

 (c) A beauty salon may pay a student for work authorized under this 

section. 

 

 (d) A student authorized under this section to practice cosmetology without 

a license shall conspicuously display a letter of authorization, as required by this 

section, at the student õs work station in the specified beauty salon.  

 

§5ð304. 

 

 (a) (1) To qualify for a license to practice as  a cosmetologist, an applicant 

shall be an individual who meets the requirements of this section.  

 

  (2) The applicant shall be at least 17 years old.  

 

  (3) The applicant shall have completed successfully a 9th grade 

education or the equivalent.  

 

  (4) (i)  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, an 

applicant shall have received training by:  

 

    1. serving as a registered apprentice as provided unde r 

§§ 5ð404 and 5ð405(e) of this title; or  

 

    2. successfully completing a required program of at 

least 1,500 hours of training in a cosmetology school that is approved by the State 

Board of Education or  the Maryland Higher Education Commission in consultation 

with the Board.  

 

   (ii)  If an applicant is a barber or master barber currently 

licensed in this State, the Board shall:  

 

    1. credit the ap plicant with having met one ðhalf of the 

training requirements of subparagraph (i) of this paragraph; and  

 

    2. determine the manner in which the credit will be 

applied.  

 

   (iii)  An applicant meets the requirements of this subsection if:  
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    1. the applicant has held a cosmetologist license in 

another state or foreign country and has actively practiced cosmetology in the other 

state or foreign country for a period  of 6 months; or  

 

    2. the applicant has been trained in a cosmetology 

school in another state or foreign country that has standards substantially equivalent 

to or more stringent than the standards of a school that is approv ed by the State 

Board of Education or the Maryland Higher Education Commission in consultation 

with the Board.  

 

  (5) Except as otherwise provided in this subtitle, the applicant shall 

pass a written and practical examination given by  the Board under this subtitle.  

 

 (b) To qualify for a license as a senior cosmetologist, an applicant shall:  

 

  (1) have 2 years of experience as a licensed cosmetologist; and  

 

  (2) pass an examination approved by the Board.  

 

§5ð305. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a limited license to practice cosmetology, an applicant 

shall be an individual who meets the requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) An appl icant for a limited license to provide esthetic services shall:  

 

  (1) be at least 17 years old;  

 

  (2) have completed successfully a 9th grade education or the 

equivalent; and  

 

  (3) have r eceived training by:  

 

   (i)  serving as a registered apprentice for at least 6 months as 

provided under §§ 5ð404 and 5ð405 of this title; or  

 

   (ii)  successfully completing at least  600 hours of instruction in 

providing esthetic services in a cosmetology school approved by the State Department 

of Education or the Maryland Higher Education Commission in consultation with the 

Board.  

 

 (c) An applicant for a limited li cense to provide hair services shall:  

 

  (1) be at least 17 years old;  
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  (2) have completed successfully a 9th grade education or the 

equivalent; and  

 

  (3) have received training by:  

 

   (i)  serving as a registered apprentice for at least 15 months as 

provided under §§ 5ð404 and 5ð405 of this title; or  

 

   (ii)  successfully completing at least 1,200 hours of instructi on 

providing hair services in a cosmetology school approved by the State Department of 

Education or the Maryland Higher Education Commission in consultation with the 

Board.  

 

 (d) An applicant for a limited license to provide hair services  ð blow drying 

shall:  

 

  (1) be at least 17 years old;  

 

  (2) have completed successfully a 9th grade education or the 

equivalent; and  

 

  (3) have received training by successfully com pleting at least 350 

hours of instruction providing hair services ð blow drying in a cosmetology school 

approved by the State Department of Education or the Maryland Higher Education 

Commission in consultation with the Board.  

 

 (e) An applicant for a limited license to provide nail technician services 

shall:  

 

  (1) be at least 17 years old;  

 

  (2) have successfully completed a 9th grade education or the 

equivalent; and  

 

  (3) have received training by:  

 

   (i)  serving as a registered apprentice for at least 3 months as 

provided under §§ 5ð404 and 5ð405 of this title; or  

 

   (ii)  successfully compl eting at least 250 hours of instruction in 

providing nail technician services in a cosmetology school approved by the State 

Department of Education or the Maryland Higher Education Commission in 

consultation with the Board.  
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 (f) If an ap plicant is licensed to practice as an esthetician, hairstylist, 

hairstylist ð blow drying technician, or nail technician in another state or foreign 

country, the applicant meets the training requirements of this section if the applicant 

has held a li mited license in the other state or foreign country and has actively 

practiced in the other state or foreign country for a period of 6 months.  

 

 (g) An applicant for a limited license shall pass an examination given by 

the Board under thi s subtitle.  

 

§5ð306. 

 

 An applicant for a license:  

 

  (1) shall submit to the Board an application on the form that the 

Board provides; and  

 

  (2) except as provided in § 5ð308 of this subtitle, shall pay to the 

Board or the Board õs designee the appropriate examination fee established by the 

Board in accordance with § 5ð205 of this title in an amount not to exceed the cost of 

the required examination.  

 

§5ð307. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 5ð307.1 of this subtitle, an applicant 

is entitled to be examined as provided in this section if the applicant:  

 

  (1) otherwise qualif ies for a license under this title; and  

 

  (2) pays an examination fee, as established by the Board in 

accordance with § 5ð205 of this title and § 5ð306 of this subtitle, to the Board or the 

Boardõs designee. 

 

 (b) The Board periodically shall give examinations to applicants at the 

times and places that the Board determines.  

 

 (c) The Board shall give each qualified applicant notice of the time and 

place of examination.  

 

 (d) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the Board 

shall determine the subjects, scope, and form of and the passing score for 

examinations given under this subtitle.  

 

  (2) (i)  An exami nation may consist of written and practical parts.  
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   (ii)  An applicant may take a written examination when the 

applicant has completed at least 1,380 hours of the 1,500 hours of training in a 

cosmetology school required under § 5ð304(a)(4)(i)2 of this subtitle.  

 

   (iii)  An applicant who has completed 1,500 hours of training as 

specified in subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph may take the written and practical 

parts of an examination during on e administration of the examination.  

 

 (e) The Board or the Board õs designee shall mail or electronically transmit 

to each applicant notice of the applicant õs examination result.  

 

§5ð307.1. 

 

 (a) The Board may use a testing service to administer the examinations 

required for licensure.  

 

 (b) If the Board uses a testing service, the testing service, subject to the 

requirements set by the Board, may:  

 

  (1) set the time and place of examinations;  

 

  (2) provide notice of the time and place of an examination to an 

applicant; and  

 

  (3) furnish any other information that the Board may require the 

testing service  to provide.  

 

§5ð308. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board may waive any 

examination requirement of this subtitle for an individual who is licensed to practice 

as a cosmetologist or a limited pra ctice cosmetologist in another state.  

 

 (b) The Board may grant a waiver under this section only if the applicant:  

 

  (1) pays to the Board an application fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 5-205 of this title; and  

 

  (2) provides adequate evidence that the applicant:  

 

   (i)  meets the qualifications otherwise required by this 

subtitle; and  
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   (ii)  became licensed in the oth er state after passing, in that or 

any other state, an examination that is at least equivalent to the examination for 

which the applicant is seeking a waiver.  

 

§5ð309. 

 

 If an applicant qualifies for a license under this subtitle, the Board shall send 

the applicant a notice that states that:  

 

   (1) the applicant has qualified for the license; and  

 

  (2) the Board will issue the license to the applicant on receipt of a 

license fee established by the Board in accordance with § 5-205 of this title.  

 

§5ð310. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsections (b), (c), (d), and (e) of this section and while a 

license to practice cosmetology is in effect, it autho rizes the licensee to practice 

cosmetology. 

 

 (b) While a limited license to provide esthetic services is in effect, it 

authorizes the licensee to provide only esthetic services.  

 

 (c) While a limited license to provide hair services is in effect, the license 

authorizes the licensee to provide only hair services.  

 

 (d) While a limited license to provide hair services ð blow drying is in effect, 

the license authorizes the licensee to provide only ha ir services ð blow drying.  

 

 (e) While a limited license to provide nail technician services is in effect, it 

authorizes the licensee to provide only nail technician services.  

 

§5ð311. 

 

 (a) The initial term of a license is 2 years.  

 

 (b) A license expires on the date set by the Board unless the license is 

renewed for an additional term as provided in this section.  

 

 (c) (1) At least 1 month before a licen se expires, the Board shall mail or 

electronically transmit to the licensee:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  
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   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current license expires; and  

 

    2. the amount of the renewal fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board sha ll mail to the 

licensee, at the last known address of the licensee, the materials required under 

paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (d) Before a license expires, the licensee periodically may renew it for an 

additional 2 ðyear term, if the licensee:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to be licensed;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a renew al fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 5ð205 of this title;  

 

  (3) submits to the Board a renewal application on the form that the 

Board provides; and  

 

  (4) submits to the Board satisfac tory evidence of completion of the 

continuing education requirements under § 5ð205 of this title.  

 

 (e) The Board shall renew the license of and issue a renewal certificate to 

each licensee who meets the requirements of this se ction.  

 

 (f) (1) If an individual who, on or before September 30, 1999, holds a 

limited license to provide esthetic services files an application to renew the license, 

the Board shall grant a waiver of the requirement for completion o f hours of 

instruction under § 5ð305(b)(3)(ii) of this subtitle that are in addition to the hours of 

instruction required on or before that date.  

 

  (2) If an individual who, on or before September 30, 1999, holds a 

limited  license to provide manicuring services files an application to renew the 

license, the Board shall grant a waiver of the requirement for completion of hours of 

instruction under § 5ð305(b)(3)(ii) of this subtitle that are in addition to the hour s of 

instruction required on or before that date.  

 

§5ð312. 
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 (a) The Board shall reinstate the license of an individual who, for any 

reason, has failed to renew the license if the individual:  

 

  (1) applies to the Board for reinstatement within 5 years after the 

license expires;  

 

  (2) meets the renewal requirements of § 5-311 of this subtitle; and  

 

  (3) pays to the Board a reinstatement fee establ ished by the Board in 

accordance with § 5-205 of this title, in addition to the renewal fee required under § 

5-311 of this subtitle.  

 

 (b) If an individual has failed to renew a license for any reason and then 

applies to the Boa rd for reinstatement more than 5 years after the license has 

expired, the Board shall reinstate the license only if the individual:  

 

  (1) meets the renewal requirements of § 5-311 of this subtitle;  

 

  (2) passes the examination required by the Board; and  

 

  (3) pays to the Board a reinstatement fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 5-205 of this title, in addition to the renewal fee required under § 

5-311 of this s ubtitle.  

 

§5ð313. 

 

 Each license issued under this subtitle shall be displayed conspicuously by the 

licensee in the office or place of employment of the licensee.  

 

§5ð314. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 5-315 of this subtitle, the 

Board may deny a license to any applicant, reprimand any licensee, or suspend or 

revoke a license if the applicant or licensee:  

 

   (i)  fraudulently or de ceptively obtains or attempts to obtain a 

license for the applicant or licensee or for another;  

 

   (ii)  fraudulently or deceptively uses a license;  

 

   (iii)  is incompetent;  

 

   (iv ) engages in dishonest, unethical, immoral, or 

unprofessional conduct;  
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   (v) is addicted to alcohol or drugs to the extent of being unfit 

to practice cosmetology;  

 

   (vi)  advertises by means of kno wingly false or deceptive 

statements;  

 

   (vii)  under the laws of the United States or of any state, is 

convicted of: 

 

    1. a felony; or  

 

    2. a misdemeanor that is d irectly related to the fitness 

and qualification of the applicant or licensee to practice cosmetology;  

 

   (viii)  violates any provision of this title or any regulation 

adopted by the Board under this title; or  

 

   (ix)  fails to pay a civil penalty imposed by the Board under § 5-

610 of this title.  

 

  (2) (i)  Instead of or in addition to reprimanding a licensee or 

suspending or revoking a license under this subsection, the Boa rd may impose a 

penalty not exceeding $300 for all violations cited on a single day.  

 

   (ii)  To determine the amount of the penalty imposed under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

    1. th e seriousness of the violation;  

 

    2. the good faith of the violator;  

 

    3. the violator õs history of previous violations;  

 

    4. the deleterious effect of  the violation on the 

complainant, the public, and the cosmetology industry; and  

 

    5. any other factors relevant to the determination of 

the financial penalty.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty co llected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  
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 (b) The Board shall consider the following facts in the granting, denial, 

renewal, suspension, or revocation of a license or the reprimand of a licensee when 

an applicant  or licensee is convicted of a felony or misdemeanor described in 

subsection (a)(1)(vii) of this section:  

 

  (1) the nature of the crime;  

 

  (2) the relationship of the crime to the activities authorized by the 

l icense; 

 

  (3) with respect to a felony, the relevance of the conviction to the 

fitness and qualification of the applicant or licensee to practice cosmetology;  

 

  (4) the length of time since the conviction; and  

 

  (5) the behavior and activities of the applicant or licensee before and 

after the conviction.  

 

 (c) (1) The Board shall commence proceedings under this section on a 

complaint to the Board by a member of the Bo ard or any person.  

 

  (2) A complaint shall:  

 

   (i)  be in writing;  

 

   (ii)  include the name and necessary contact information of the 

individual filing the complaint, as determined by the Board;  

 

   (iii)  state specifically the facts on which the complaint is based;  

 

   (iv)  be submitted to the Executive Director of the Board; and  

 

   (v) be served on the person to whom it is directed:  

 

    1. personally; or  

 

    2. by certified mail, return receipt requested, bearing a 

postmark from the United States Postal Service, to the person õs last known  address 

as shown on the Boardõs records. 

 

  (3) If service is made by certified mail, the person who mails the 

document shall file with the Board verified proof of mailing.  
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 (d) (1) Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section, if the Board 

finds that a complaint alleges facts that are adequate grounds for action under this 

section, the Board shall act on the complaint as provided under § 5-315 of this subtitle 

to deny, suspend, or revoke a li cense, reprimand a licensee, or assess a penalty.  

 

  (2) If the Board does not make the finding, the Board shall dismiss 

the complaint.  

 

 (e) (1) If the Board makes the finding under subsection (d)(1) of this 

section for a violation that relates to the sanitary practice of cosmetology, the Board 

shall provide the licensee an opportunity to correct the alleged violation.  

 

  (2) If the licensee fails to correct each alleged violation within 10 days 

of written notification of the violation by the Board, the Board shall act on the 

complaint as provided under § 5-315 of this subtitle.  

 

  (3) If the licensee corrects each alleged violation within 10 days of 

notice, the Boa rd shall:  

 

   (i)  dismiss the complaint; and  

 

   (ii)  provide the licensee written notification of the dismissal.  

 

§5ð315. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 10ð226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 5ð314 of this subtitle or § 5ð

608.1 of this title, it shall give the individual against whom the action is contemplated 

an opportunity fo r a hearing before the Board.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) The hearing notice to be given to the individual shall b e served at least 

5 days before the hearing.  

 

 (d) The individual may be represented at the hearing by counsel.  

 

 (e) (1) The Board may issue a subpoena for the attendance of a witness 

to testify or the production of  evidence in connection with any proceeding under this 

section. 

 

  (2) A subpoena issued under this subsection shall be served by:  
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   (i)  certified mail; or  

 

   (ii)  the sheriff of the county where the person to be served 

resides or has a principal place of business.  

 

 (f) If, after due notice, the individual against whom the action is 

contemplated fails or refuses to appear, nevertheless the Board may hear and 

determine the matter.  

 

§5ð316. 

 

 The Board may reinstate the license of an individual whose license has been 

suspended or revoked under § 5-314 of this subtitle if the individual:  

 

   (1) applies to  the Board for reinstatement of the license; and  

 

  (2) provides to the Board adequate evidence that the applicant is 

qualified to have the license reinstated.  

 

§5ð401. 

 

 An individual shall be regis tered by the Board before the individual may serve 

as an apprentice in a beauty salon in the State.  

 

§5ð402. 

 

 An applicant for registration shall:  

 

   (1) submit to the Board an application on the f orm that the Board 

provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board an application fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 5-205 of this title.  

 

§5ð403. 

 

 The Board shall register and issue a cer tificate of registration to each applicant 

who meets the requirements of this subtitle.  

 

§5ð404. 

 

 While registration as an apprentice is in effect, the registration authorizes the 

individual to learn to practice cosmetol ogy or any limited practice of cosmetology:  
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  (1) in a:  

 

   (i)  beauty salon that holds a beauty salon permit; or  

 

   (ii)  barbershop that holds a barbershop permit; and  

 

  (2) under the supervision of:  

 

   (i)  if learning to practice cosmetology, a licensed senior 

cosmetologist; 

 

   (ii)  if learning to provide esthetic services, a licensed senior 

cosmetologist or a licensed esthetician with 2 years õ experience; 

 

   (iii)  if learning to provide hair services, a licensed senior 

cosmetologist or a licensed hairstylist with 2 years õ experience; and 

 

   (iv ) if learning to provide nail technician services, a licensed 

senior cosmetologist or a licensed nail technician with 2 years õ experience. 

 

§5ð405. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (g) of thi s section, the initial 

term of registration as an apprentice is 2 years.  

 

 (b) Unless registration as an apprentice is renewed for one additional 2 ð

year term as provided in this section, the registration expires on the date set by t he 

Board.  

 

 (c) (1) At least 1 month before the registration of an individual expires, 

the Board shall mail or electronically transmit to the individual:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current registration expires; 

and 

 

    2. the amount of the renewal fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic tran smission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

individual, at the last known address of the individual, the materials required under 
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paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business  days of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (d) Before the registration of an individual expires, the individual may 

renew it for an additional term, if the individual:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to be registered;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a renewal fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 5ð205 of this title; and  

 

  (3) submits to the Board a ren ewal application on the form that the 

Board provides.  

 

 (e) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (g) of this section, an 

individual registered as an apprentice may renew the registration only one time for 

a 2ðyear term.  

 

 (f) The Board shall renew the registration of and issue a renewal certificate 

to each individual who meets the requirements of this section.  

 

 (g) A registration as an apprentice for any limited practice of cosmetology 

expir es 12 months after the date of its issuance unless the limited practice apprentice 

registration is renewed for one 1 ðyear term.  

 

§5ð406. 

 

 Each registered individual shall display the certificate of registration 

conspicuously in the individual's place of employment or training.  

 

§5ð407. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 5ð408 of this subtitle, the 

Board may deny registration as an apprentice to any applicant, reprimand any 

individual registered as an apprentice, or suspend or revoke the registration of an 

individual registered as an apprentice:  

 

   (i)  for any applicable ground under § 5ð314 of this title;  

 

   (ii)  if the applicant or individual fraudulently or deceptively 

obtains or attempts to obtain registration for the applicant or individual or for 

another; or  
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   (iii)  if the applicant or individual fraudule ntly or deceptively 

uses a certificate of registration.  

 

  (2) (i)  Instead of or in addition to reprimanding an individual 

registered as an apprentice or suspending or revoking a registration, the Board may 

impose a penalty not ex ceeding $300 for all violations cited on a single date.  

 

   (ii)  To determine the amount of penalty imposed under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

    1. the seriousness of the violation;  

 

    2. the good faith of the violator;  

 

    3. the violator õs history of previous violations;  

 

    4. the deleterious effect of the violation on the 

complainant , the public, and the cosmetology industry; and  

 

    5. any other factors relevant to the determination of 

the penalty.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the Gene ral Fund of the State.  

 

 (b) (1) The Board shall commence proceedings under this section on a 

complaint to the Board by a member of the Board or any person.  

 

  (2) A complaint shall:  

 

   (i)  be in writing;  

 

   (ii)  be signed by the complainant;  

 

   (iii)  state specifically the facts on which the complaint is based;  

 

   (iv)  be submitted to the Executive Director  of the Board; and  

 

   (v) be served on the person to whom it is directed:  

 

    1. personally; or  
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    2. by certified mail, return receipt requested, bearing a 

postmark from the United States Postal Service, to the person õs last known address 

as shown on the Boardõs records. 

 

  (3) If service is made by certified mail, the person who mails the 

document shall file with the Board verified p roof of mailing.  

 

 (c) (1) Except as provided in subsection (d) of this section, if the Board 

finds that a complaint alleges facts that are adequate grounds for action under this 

section, the Board shall act on the complaint as provid ed under § 5ð408 of this subtitle 

to deny, suspend, or revoke a certificate of registration, reprimand an apprentice, or 

assess a penalty. 

 

  (2) If the Board does not make the finding, the Board shall dismiss 

the complaint . 

 

 (d) (1) If the Board makes the finding under subsection (c)(1) of this 

section for a violation that relates to the sanitary practice of cosmetology, the Board 

shall provide the apprentice an opportunity to correct the alleged viol ation.  

 

  (2) If the apprentice fails to correct each alleged violation within 10 

days of written notification of the violation by the Board, the Board shall act on the 

complaint as provided under § 5ð408 of this subtitle.  

 

  (3) If the apprentice corrects each alleged violation within 10 days of 

notice, the Board shall:  

 

   (i)  dismiss the complaint; and  

 

   (ii)  provide the apprentice written notific ation of the dismissal.  

 

§5ð408. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 5-407 of this subtitle, it shall 

give the indi vidual against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a 

hearing before the Board.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) The hearing notice to be given to the individual shall be served at least 

5 days before the hearing.  
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 (d) The individual may be represented at the hearing by counsel.  

 

 (e) (1) The Board may issue a subpoena  for the attendance of a witness 

to testify or the production of evidence in connection with any proceeding under this 

section. 

 

  (2) A subpoena issued under this subsection shall be served by:  

 

   (i)  certi fied mail; or  

 

   (ii)  the sheriff of the county where the person to be served 

resides or has a principal place of business.  

 

 (f) If, after due notice, the individual against whom the action is 

contemplated fail s or refuses to appear, nevertheless the Board may hear and 

determine the matter.  

 

§5ð409. 

 

 The Board may reinstate the registration of an individual whose registration 

has been suspended or revoked under § 5-407 of this subtitle if the individual:  

 

   (1) applies to the Board for reinstatement of the registration; and  

 

  (2) provides to the Board adequate evidence that the applicant is 

qualified to have the registration re instated.  

 

§5ð501. 

 

 (a) A person shall hold a beauty salon permit issued by the Board before the 

person may operate a beauty salon in the State.  

 

 (b) A beauty salon may operate as a limited practic e beauty salon by 

offering cosmetology services limited to:  

 

  (1) providing esthetic services;  

 

  (2) providing hair services;  

 

  (3) providing hair services ð blow drying; or  

 

  (4) providing nail technician services.  
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 (c) A separate beauty salon permit is required for each beauty salon that a 

person operates. 

 

§5ð502. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a beauty salon p ermit, an applicant shall meet the 

requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) (1) An applicant shall own or lease the facility in which the beauty 

salon for which the application is made is located.  

 

  (2) To qualify fo r a beauty salon permit for a mobile beauty salon, the 

applicant shall:  

 

   (i)  hold a beauty salon permit to operate a beauty salon that 

is not a mobile beauty salon; and  

 

   (ii)  own or lease the motor vehicle or trailer in which the 

mobile beauty salon for which the application is made is located.  

 

 (c) As a condition of the issuance of a beauty salon permit, the beauty salon 

for which the application is made shall pass the inspection conducted under § 5ð520 

of this subtitle.  

 

 (d) The applicant shall meet any other requirements that the Board sets, 

by regulation, for applicants for beauty salon permits.  

 

§5ð503. 

 

 (a) An applicant for a beauty salon permit shall:  

 

  (1) submit to the Board an application on the form that the Board 

provides;  

 

  (2) pay to the Board an application fee established by the Board in 

accordance with the provisions of § 5-205 of this title; and  

 

  (3) pay to the Board an inspection fee established by the Board in 

accordance with the provisions of § 5-205 of this title.  

 

 (b) In addition to any other inf ormation required on the application form, 

the form shall require the applicant to indicate if the application is for a limited 

practice beauty salon.  
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 (c) For each beauty salon permit for which a person applies, the person 

shall submit a separate application and pay a separate application fee.  

 

§5ð504. 

 

 (a) The Board shall issue a beauty salon permit to each applicant who meets 

the requirements of this subtitle.  

 

 (b) A beauty sal on permit for the limited practice of cosmetology shall 

specify the limited cosmetology services for which the permit is issued.  

 

 (c) The Board shall issue a beauty salon permit and a barbershop permit to 

an applicant of a single establi shment if the applicant:  

 

  (1) meets the requirements of:  

 

   (i)  this title; and  

 

   (ii)  Title 4 of this article;  

 

  (2) submits a separate application for e ach permit; and  

 

  (3) pays a separate fee for each application.  

 

§5ð505. 

 

 (a) While a beauty salon permit is in effect, it authorizes the beauty salon 

permit holder to operate the beauty salon.  

 

 (b) While a beauty salon permit for the limited practice of cosmetology is in 

effect, it authorizes the holder to operate a beauty salon only for the limited purpose 

for which the permit is issued.  

 

§5ð506. 

 

 (a) Unless a beauty salon permit is renewed for a 2 -year term as provided 

in this section, the permit expires on the first October 31 that comes:  

 

  (1) after the effective date of the permit; and  

 

  (2) in an odd -numbered year.  

 

 (b) (1) At least 1 month before a beauty salon permit expires, the Board 

shall mail or electronically transmit to the beauty salon permit holder:  
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   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current permit expires; and  

 

    2. the amount of the renewal fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

beauty salon permit holder, at the last known address of the beauty salon permit 

holder, the materials required under p aragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 

business days of the date the Board received the notice that the electronic 

transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (c) Before a beauty salon permit expires, the beauty salon permit holder 

periodically may renew it for an additional 2 -year term, if the holder:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to hold the permit;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a renewal fee established by the Board in 

accordance with the provisions of § 5-205 of this title; and  

 

  (3) submits to the Board a renewal application on the form that the 

Board provides.  

 

 (d) The Board shall renew the beauty salon permit of and issue a renewal 

certificate to each beaut y salon permit holder who meets the requirements of this 

section. 

 

 (e) The Secretary may determine that permits issued under this subtitle 

shall expire on a staggered basis.  

 

§5ð506.1. 

 

 (a) The Board may reinstate a beauty salon permit that has expired if the 

owner of the salon:  

 

  (1) applies to the Board for reinstatement within 45 days after the 

permit expires;  

 

  (2) otherwise meets the requirements of  § 5ð506(c) of this subtitle; 

and 
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  (3) pays to the Board a reinstatement fee established by the Board in 

accordance with § 5ð205 of this title, in addition to the renewal fee required under § 

5ð506(c)(2) of this subtitle.  

 

 (b) If an owner of a salon has failed to renew a beauty salon permit and 

applies to the Board for reinstatement more than 45 days after the permit has 

expired, the Board shall reinstate the permit only if the salo n owner qualifies for a 

beauty salon permit in accordance with §§ 5ð502 and 5ð503 of this subtitle.  

 

§5ð509. 

 

 (a) The Board may adopt regulations to ensure that each cosmetology school 

approved by the State Board of Education or the Maryland Higher Education 

Commission is operated in a sanitary manner.  

 

 (b) The regulations adopted under subsection (a) of this section shall 

provide for:  

 

  (1) the reporting  of violations of the regulations to the Department of 

Education or the Maryland Higher Education Commission; and  

 

  (2) the imposition of a fine not to exceed $300 for a violation of the 

regulations.  

 

 (c) In determ ining the amount of financial penalty to be imposed under this 

section, the Board shall consider the following:  

 

  (1) the seriousness of the violation;  

 

  (2) the good faith of the violator;  

 

  (3) the violator õs history of previous violations;  

 

  (4) the deleterious effect of the violation on the complainant, the 

public, and the barber industry; and  

 

  (5) any other factors relevant to the d etermination of the financial 

penalty.  

 

 (d) (1) The Board shall commence proceedings to assess a penalty under 

this section on a complaint to the Board by a member of the Board or any person.  

 

  (2) A complaint shall:  
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   (i)  be in writing;  

 

   (ii)  include the name and necessary contact information of the 

individual filing the complaint, as determined by the Board;  

 

   (iii)  state specifically the facts on which the complaint is based;  

 

   (iv)  be submitted to the Executive Director of the Board; and  

 

   (v) be served on the person to whom it is directed:  

 

    1. personally; or  

 

    2. by certified mail, return receipt requested, bearing a 

postmark from the United States Postal Service, to the person õs last known address 

as shown on the Boardõs records. 

 

  (3) If service is made by certified mail, the person who mails the 

document shall file with the Board verified proof of mailing.  

 

 (e) (1) Except as provided in subsection (f) of this section, if the Board 

finds that a co mplaint alleges facts that are adequate grounds for action under this 

section, the Board shall act on the complaint as provided under § 5ð523 of this subtitle 

to assess a penalty.  

 

  (2) If the Board does not make the findi ng, the Board shall dismiss 

the complaint.  

 

 (f) (1) If the Board makes the finding under subsection (e)(1) of this 

section for a violation that relates to the sanitary condition of a cosmetology school or 

the sanitary practice of cos metology, the Board shall provide the owner of the school 

an opportunity to correct the alleged violation.  

 

  (2) If the owner fails to correct each alleged violation within 10 days 

of written notification of the violation by the Boar d, the Board shall act on the 

complaint as provided under § 5ð523 of this subtitle.  

 

  (3) If the owner corrects each alleged violation within 10 days of 

notice, the Board shall:  

 

   (i)  dismiss th e complaint; and  

 

   (ii)  provide the owner written notification of the dismissal.  
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§5ð520. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board may appoint inspectors to conduct inspections.  

 

  (2) Subject to the State budget, each inspector is entitled to:  

 

   (i)  reasonable compensation set by the Board for each day on 

which the inspector is engaged in the duties of the appointment; and  

 

   (ii)  reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State 

Travel Regulations.  

 

 (b) (1) The Board shall inspect beauty salons.  

 

  (2) The Board shall inspect the facilities of applicants for beauty 

salon permits before  the beauty salon:  

 

   (i)  initially opens for business;  

 

   (ii)  opens for business at a new location; or  

 

   (iii)  continues business under a new owner.  

 

  (3) A beauty salon that remodels and reopens with the same owner 

is not subject to the inspection requirement of this subsection.  

 

 (c) (1) The Board or an inspector may enter and inspect a cosmetology 

school approved by the State B oard of Education or the Maryland Higher Education 

Commission at any time during business hours to determine the sanitary condition 

of the cosmetology school. 

 

  (2) If, during an inspection of a cosmetology school, an inspector finds  

an unsanitary condition, the inspector promptly shall report the condition to the 

Board.  

 

 (d) (1) A beauty salon shall allow an inspector, on presentation of 

credentials, to enter and inspect the facility at any time during business  hours.  

 

  (2) During inspection of a beauty salon, the owner, lessee, or 

manager of the beauty salon shall accompany the inspector.  
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 (e) (1) An inspector shall make an inspection report after an inspection 

and give a copy to the individual who accompanied the inspector during the 

inspection.  

 

  (2) The individual shall sign the inspection report for the beauty 

salon or cosmetology school to acknowledge receipt of a copy of the report.  

 

§5ð521. 

 

 Each beauty salon permit holder shall display the beauty salon permit 

conspicuously in the beauty salon for which the permit is issued.  

 

§5ð522. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the he aring provisions of § 5ð523 of this subtitle, the 

Board may deny a beauty salon permit to any applicant, reprimand any permit 

holder, or suspend or revoke a beauty salon permit:  

 

   (i)  for any applicable ground under § 5ð314 of this title;  

 

   (ii)  if the applicant or holder fraudulently or deceptively 

obtains or attempts to obtain a beauty salon permit for the applicant or holder or for 

another;  

 

   (iii)  i f the applicant or holder fraudulently or deceptively uses 

a beauty salon permit; or  

 

   (iv)  if the holder fails to pay a civil penalty imposed by the 

Board under § 5ð610 of this title.  

 

  (2) (i)  Instead of or in addition to reprimanding a permit holder 

or suspending or revoking a beauty salon permit, the Board may impose a penalty 

not exceeding $300 for all violations cited on a single date.  

 

   (ii)  To determine the  amount of penalty imposed under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

    1. the seriousness of the violation;  

 

    2. the good faith of the violator;  

 

    3. the violator õs history of previous violations;  
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    4. the deleterious effect of the violation on the 

complainant, the public, and the cosmetology industry; and  

 

    5. any other factors rel evant to the determination of 

the financial penalty.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

 (b) (1) The Board shall commence proceedings under  this section on a 

complaint to the Board by a member of the Board or any person.  

 

  (2) A complaint shall:  

 

   (i)  be in writing;  

 

   (ii)  be signed by the complainant;  

 

   (iii)  state specifically the facts on which the complaint is based;  

 

   (iv)  be submitted to the Executive Director of the Board; and  

 

   (v) be served on the person to whom it is direct ed: 

 

    1. personally; or  

 

    2. by certified mail, return receipt requested, bearing a 

postmark from the United States Postal Service, to the person õs last known address 

as shown on the B oardõs records. 

 

  (3) If service is made by certified mail, the person who mails the 

document shall file with the Board verified proof of mailing.  

 

 (c) (1) Except as provided in subsection (d) of this sec tion, if the Board 

finds that a complaint alleges facts that are adequate grounds for action under this 

section, the Board shall act on the complaint as provided under § 5ð523 of this subtitle 

to deny, suspend, or revoke a license, reprimand a l icensee, or assess a penalty. 

 

  (2) If the Board does not make the finding, the Board shall dismiss 

the complaint.  

 

 (d) (1) If the Board makes the finding under subsection (c)(1) of this 

section for a violation  that relates to the sanitary condition of a beauty salon or the 
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sanitary practice of cosmetology, the Board shall provide the owner of the salon an 

opportunity to correct the alleged violation.  

 

  (2) If the owner fails to correct ea ch alleged violation within 10 days 

of written notification of the violation by the Board, the Board shall act on the 

complaint as provided under § 5ð523 of this subtitle.  

 

  (3) If the owner corrects each alleged violation  within 10 days of 

notice, the Board shall:  

 

   (i)  dismiss the complaint; and  

 

   (ii)  provide the owner written notification of the dismissal.  

 

§5ð523. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 10ð226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 5ð509 or § 5ð522 of this 

subtitle or § 5ð608.1 of this title, it shall give the person against whom the action is 

contemplated an opportunity for a hearing before the Board.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) The hearing notice to be given to the person shall be served at least 5 

days before the hearing.  

 

 (d) The person may be represented at the hearing by counsel.  

 

 (e) (1) The Board may issue a subpoena for the attendance of a witness 

to testify or the production of evidence in connection with any proceeding under this 

section. 

 

  (2) A subpoena issued under this subsection shall be served by:  

 

   (i)  certified mail; or  

 

   (ii)  the sheriff of the county where the person to be served 

resides or has a principal place of business.  

 

 (f) If, after due notice, the person against whom the action is contemplated 

fails or refuses to appear, nev ertheless the Board may hear and determine the matter.  

 

§5ð524. 
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 The Board may reinstate the beauty salon permit of a person whose beauty 

salon permit has been suspended or revoked under § 5-522 of this subtitle if the 

person: 

 

   (1) applies to the Board for reinstatement of the beauty salon permit; 

and 

 

  (2) provides to the Board adequate evidence that the applicant is 

qualified to have the beauty salon permit reinstated . 

 

§5ð601. 

 

 Except as otherwise provided in this title, a person may not practice, attempt 

to practice, or offer to practice cosmetology in the State unless licensed by the Board 

to practice cosmetology.  

 

§5ð602. 

 

 A person may not operate a beauty salon in the State unless the person holds 

a beauty salon permit issued by the Board.  

 

§5ð603. 

 

 A person may not serve as an apprentice unless registered by  the Board as an 

apprentice.  

 

§5ð604. 

 

 (a) (1) Unless authorized under this title to practice cosmetology, a 

person may not represent to the public, by use of a title, including òlicensed 

cosmetologistó, by description of services, methods, or procedures, or otherwise, that 

the person is authorized to practice cosmetology in the State.  

 

  (2) If an individual is authorized under this title to engage in the 

limited practice of cosm etology, the individual may represent to the public that the 

individual is authorized to practice cosmetology in a manner restricted to that limited 

practice.  

 

 (b) Unless an establishment holds a beauty salon permit under this title, a 

person may not represent to the public, by title, by description of services, methods, 

or procedures, or otherwise, that the establishment is a beauty salon.  

 

§5ð605. 
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 (a) Except as provided in §§ 5ð302 and 5ð303 of this title and subsection (b) 

of this section, a person may not practice cosmetology, provide esthetic services, 

provide hair services, provide hair services ð blow drying, or provide nail technician 

services in any place other t han:  

 

  (1) a beauty salon that holds a beauty salon permit; or  

 

  (2) a barbershop that holds a barbershop permit issued under Title 4 

of this article.  

 

 (b) (1) A licensed cosmetologist, e sthetician, hairstylist, hairstylist ð 

blow dry technician, or nail technician may practice cosmetology and provide services 

in:  

 

   (i)  a facility in which beautification ðoriented medical 

services, authorized by the M aryland Department of Health, are provided;  

 

   (ii)  the residence of an individual confined to the residence by 

reason of a physical or mental infirmity;  

 

   (iii)  an assisted living facility as defined in § 19ð1801 of the 

Health ð General Article;  

 

   (iv)  a hospice facility defined in § 19ð901(c) of the Health ð 

General Article;  

 

   (v) a nursing home as defined in § 19ð1401(e) of the Health ð 

General Article; or  

 

   (vi)  a hospital as defined in § 19ð301 of the Health ð General 

Article or a similar institution.  

 

  (2) To practice in any o f the locations specified in this subsection:  

 

   (i)  the licensed cosmetologist, esthetician, hairstylist, 

hairstylist ð blow dry technician, or nail technician shall be sponsored by a beauty 

salon in which the cosmetologis t, esthetician, hairstylist, hairstylist ð blow dry 

technician, or nail technician is authorized to practice;  

 

   (ii)  the patron to whom the services are rendered shall be a 

customer of the beauty salon; and  
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   (iii)  the services shall be rendered by appointment through the 

beauty salon.  

 

§5ð606. 

 

 An owner or lessee of a beauty salon may not allow any individual to:  

 

   (1) use as a residence any room that is used wholly or partly as a 

beauty salon; or  

 

  (2) sleep in any room that is used wholly or partly as a beauty salon.  

 

§5ð607. 

 

 (a) An owner or lessee of a beauty salon may no t knowingly:  

 

  (1) employ in the beauty salon an individual with an infectious or 

contagious disease that presents a hazard to a patron; or  

 

  (2) after discovering an individual has an infectious or contagious 

disease that presents a hazard to a patron, continue to employ the individual in the 

beauty salon.  

 

 (b) (1) An individual who knows that the individual has an infectious or 

contagious disease that presents a hazard to a beauty salon patron may not practice 

cosmetology. 

 

  (2) An individual who knows that another individual has an 

infectious or contagious disease that presents a hazard to a beauty salon patron may 

not practice cosmetology on that other individual.  

 

 (c) An individual may not practice cosmetology in a careless or negligent 

manner so as to:  

 

  (1) cause an infection; or  

 

  (2) impart an infectious or contagious disease that presents a haza rd 

to a beauty salon patron.  

 

§5ð608. 

 

 (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a school of 

cosmetology approved by the State Department of Education or the Maryland Higher 

Education Commission may n ot allow a student to practice cosmetology on the public.  
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 (b) A school of cosmetology approved by the State Department of Education 

or the Maryland Higher Education Commission may allow a student to practice 

cosmetology in accordance wi th § 5-302 or § 5-303 of this title.  

 

§5ð608.1. 

 

 (a) A person may not use or possess methyl methacrylate liquid monomer 

(MMA) in a beauty salon in this State.  

 

 (b) To determine whether a person is in violation of subsection (a) of this 

section, an inspector may chemically test products or take samples of products at 

random or when the inspector suspects that a product is illegal.  

 

 (c) A person who violates this section i s guilty of a misdemeanor and on 

conviction is subject to a fine not to exceed $1,000 for all violations cited on a single 

day. 

 

§5ð608.2. 

 

 The Board may prohibit or restrict the use or possession of lasers in beauty 

salons. 

 

§5ð609. 

 

 (a) A person who violates any provision of this title is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $100 or 

imprisonment not exceeding 30 days or both.  

 

 (b) (1) Except as otherwise provided by this title, the Board may impose 

on a person who violates any provision of this title a penalty not exceeding $1,000 for 

all violations cited on a single day.  

 

  (2) In setting the amou nt of the penalty, the Board shall consider:  

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the violation;  

 

   (ii)  the harm caused by the violation;  

 

   (iii)  the good faith of the violator;  

 

   (iv)  any history of previous violations by the violator; and  

 

   (v) any other relevant factors.  
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  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General  Fund of the State.  

 

§5ð610. 

 

 (a) Following an inspection of a beauty salon, if a Board inspector 

determines that a licensee or permit holder has violated this title or a regulation 

adopted by the Board, the inspecto r may issue a citation to the licensee or permit 

holder.  

 

 (b) A citation issued by a Board inspector shall be in writing and shall state:  

 

  (1) a brief description of each violation;  

 

  (2) th e amount of a civil penalty, as prescribed by regulation, for each 

violation; and  

 

  (3) as provided in this section:  

 

   (i)  the time within which the civil penalty is to be paid;  

 

   (ii)  the opportunity to contest the citation; and  

 

   (iii)  the finality of the citation if it is not contested.  

 

 (c) The citation shall be served on the licensee or permit holder alleged to 

have committed th e violation by:  

 

  (1) hand-delivery; or  

 

  (2) certified mail to the last known address of the licensee or permit 

holder.  

 

 (d) Subject to subsections (e) and (f) of this section, the civil pen alty set forth 

in a citation shall be paid within 60 days of its receipt.  

 

 (e) A citation and the applicable civil penalty shall be considered a final 

order of the Board unless, within 60 days of being served with the citation, the 

licensee or permit holder notifies the Board in writing of an intent to contest the 

citation.  
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 (f) (1) Upon the receipt of a written notice of a licensee or permit holder õs 

intent to contest a citation, the Board shall hold a hearin g, in accordance with § 5-

315 or § 5-523 of this title, regarding the cited violations.  

 

  (2) A hearing held in accordance with paragraph (1) of this 

subsection may not be delegated to the Office of Administrative Hearings under Title 

10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (g) (1) The Board shall establish by regulation a schedule of civil 

penalties for violations of this title and regulations adopted by the Board.  

 

  (2) The civil penalties imposed under this subsection may not exceed 

$300 for all violations cited on a single day.  

 

§5ð701. 

 

 This title may be cited as the òMaryland Cosmetologists Act ó. 

 

§5ð702. 

 

 Subject to the evaluation and reestablishment provisions of the Maryland 

Program Evaluation Act, this title and all regulations adopted under this title shall 

terminate and be of no effect after July 1, 2024.  

 

§6ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) (1) òAssignment of local registration ó means any procedure by which 

a licensee or registrant grants to another person a ri ght to use a local registration to 

enable that person to engage in the business of providing electrical services.  

 

  (2) òAssignment of local registration ó includes any procedure by 

which:  

 

   (i)  a licensee or registrant agrees to be the representative of 

another person; and  

 

   (ii)  by virtue of that agreement, the other person is authorized 

to engage in the business of providing electrical services.  

 

 (c) òEngage in the business of providing electrical services ó means to 

engage in providing electrical services for compensation.  

 



 

 - 161 - 

 (d) (1) òLicenseó means, unless the context requires otherwise, a license 

issued by the State Board to provide or assist in providing electrical services.  

 

  (2) òLicenseó includes, unless the context requires otherwise:  

 

   (i)  a master electrician license; and  

 

   (ii)  a journeyperson electrician license.  

 

 (e) òLicensed apprentice electrician ó means, unless the context requires 

otherwise, an electrician who is licensed by the State Board to assist in providing 

electri cal services while:  

 

  (1) under the direction or control of a licensed master electrician; and  

 

  (2) in training to become a journeyperson electrician.  

 

 (f) òLicensed journeyperson elec trician ó means, unless the context requires 

otherwise, an electrician who is licensed by the State Board to provide or assist in 

providing electrical services while:  

 

  (1) under the direction or control of a licensed master ele ctrician; and  

 

  (2) in training to become a master electrician.  

 

 (g) òLicensed master electrician ó means, unless the context requires 

otherwise, a master electrician who is licensed by the State Board t o provide electrical 

services. 

 

 (h) òLocal boardó means a board that a local jurisdiction of the State creates 

to regulate any aspect of the electrical trade.  

 

 (i)  òLocal registration ó means, un less the context requires otherwise, a 

registration that is issued by a local board to provide electrical services.  

 

 (j) òMaster electrician ó means an individual who has the experience, 

knowledge, and skill to provide electri cal services in all aspects of the electrical trade, 

in a manner that complies with applicable plans, specifications, codes, or law.  

 

 (k)  (1) òProvide electrical services ó means to provide any service in the 

electrical tr ade. 
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  (2) òProvide electrical services ó includes installing, repairing, 

maintaining, erecting, or altering any electrical equipment, wiring, fixture, 

appliance, apparatus, raceway, conduit, or system that:  

 

   (i)  generates, transmits, transforms, or uses electrical energy 

in any form for light, heat, power, or communication; and  

 

   (ii)  is located within a plant, substation, or elsewhere.  

 

 (l)  òState Boardó means the State Board of Electricians.  

 

 (m) òState licenseó means a license that is issued by the State Board to an 

electrician.  

 

§6ð102. 

 

 The purpose of this title is t o establish a licensing program for individuals who 

provide or assist in providing electrical services, in order to safeguard the life, health, 

property, and public welfare of the citizens of the State.  

 

§6ð103. 

 

 (a) This title does not affect the right of any local jurisdiction of the State:  

 

  (1) to regulate locally the quality and character of work of a person 

who engages in the business of providing electrical services by establishing a sys tem 

of  registrations, permits, fees, and inspections designed to:  

 

   (i)  ensure compliance with and implementation of State and 

local building laws; or  

 

   (ii)  enforce other local laws protecting publi c health and safety;  

 

  (2) to require a person who engages in the business of providing 

electrical services to submit any plan or specification for approval before the electrical 

services are provided;  

 

  (3) to establish a local board to:  

 

   (i)  carry out items (1) and (2) of this subsection;  

 

   (ii)  take any disciplinary action, except for revocation of a 

license issued by the State Board, against the holder  of a local registration or the 

holder of a local permit who violates any provision of this title or any local law; and  
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   (iii)  report any enforcement activity to the State Board;  

 

  (4) except as provided in §§ 6ð504 and 6ð602 of this title and subject 

to the requirements of this section, to require an examination before issuing a 

registration to provide electrical services within the local jurisdiction; or  

 

  (5) to collect, from a person who is licensed with a local board, fees 

for:  

 

   (i)  an examination for a registration to provide electrical 

services; 

 

   (ii)  issuance and renewal of the registration; or  

 

   (iii)  an inspection.  

 

 (b) If a local jurisdiction licenses any class of electricians other than master 

electricians, journeyperson electricians, or apprentice electricians, that class is also 

under the control and supervision of the local board.  

 

 (c) (1) Beginning July 1, 2021, a local jurisdiction may not issue licenses 

for apprentice, journeyperson, or master electricians.  

 

  (2) A local jurisdiction that licensed a pprenticeðlevel, 

journeypersonðlevel, or master ðlevel electricians before July 1, 2021, may continue 

to register the electricians according to the same rules and requirements for licenses 

issued before July 1, 2021, if the local jurisdict ion complies with subsections (d) and 

(e) of this section.  

 

  (3) A local jurisdiction that did not license apprentice ðlevel, 

journeypersonðlevel, or master ðlevel electricians before July 1, 2021, may choose to 

register apprentice ðlevel, journeyperson ðlevel, or master ðlevel electricians if it 

complies with subsections (d) and (e) of this section.  

 

 (d) If a local jurisdiction chooses to register apprentice ðlevel, 

journeypersonðlevel, or master ðlevel electricians under subsection (c) of this section, 

the local board shall administer the same examination as the State Board as provided 

under § 6ð306 of this title.  

 

 (e) On or before July 1,  2022, and on or before July 1 each year thereafter, 

a local jurisdiction that registers apprentice ðlevel, journeyperson ðlevel, or master ð

level electricians shall report to the Department:  
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  (1) each apprentice electrician registration issued in the previous 

year;  

 

  (2) each journeyperson electrician registration issued in the previous 

year;  

 

  (3) each master electrician registration issued in the previous year;  

 

  (4) each individual who sat for a journeyperson electrician 

examination in the previous year;  

 

  (5) each individual who sat for a master electrician examination in 

the previous year; and  

 

  (6) any other information the Department requires.  

 

 (f) This title may not be construed to waive any requirement of an 

ordinance or regulation that sets out the type of work to be performed by a person 

who engages in the business of providing  electrical services as required under State 

or local building laws.  

 

§6ð201. 

 

 There is a State Board of Electricians in the Department.  

 

§6ð202. 

 

 (a) (1) The State Board consi sts of 9 members appointed by the Governor 

with the advice and consent of the Senate.  

 

  (2) Of the 9 members of the State Board:  

 

   (i)  6 shall be licensed master electricians; and  

 

   (ii)  3 shall be consumer members.  

 

  (3) Of the 6 master electrician members:  

 

   (i)  1 shall be from Baltimore City;  

 

   (ii)  1 shall be from the area that consists of Caroline , 

Dorchester, Kent, Queen Anne õs, Somerset, Talbot, Wicomico, and Worcester 

counties;  
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   (iii)  1 shall be from the area that consists of Baltimore, Cecil, 

and Harford counties;  

 

   (iv)  1 shall be from the area that consists of Anne Arundel, 

Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary õs counties; 

 

   (v) 1 shall be from the area that consists of Montgomery and 

Prince Georgeõs counties; and  

 

   (vi)  1 shall be from the area that consists of Allegany, Carroll, 

Frederick, Garrett, Howard, and Washington counties.  

 

  (4) The consumer members shall be from the State at large.  

 

  (5) A member of the State Board m ay not reside in the same county 

as another member.  

 

 (b) Each member of the State Board shall be a citizen and resident of the 

State.  

 

 (c) Each master electrician member of the State Board shall:  

 

  (1) hold an active State license; and  

 

  (2) be engaged actively in providing electrical services as a master 

electrician for at least 5 consecutive years immediately before appointment.  

 

 (d) Each consumer member  of the State Board:  

 

  (1) shall be a member of the general public;  

 

  (2) may not be a licensee or otherwise be subject to regulation by the 

State Board;  

 

  (3) may not be required to meet  the qualifications for the professional 

members of the State Board; and  

 

  (4) may not, within 1 year before appointment, have had a financial 

interest in or have received compensation from a person regulated by the State Board.  

 

 (e) While a member of the State Board, a consumer member may not:  

 

  (1) have a financial interest in or receive compensation from a person 

regulated by the State Board; or  
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  (2) grade an examina tion given by or for the State Board.  

 

 (f) Before taking office, each appointee to the State Board shall take the 

oath required by Article I, § 9 of the Maryland Constitution.  

 

 (g) (1) The term of a member is 3 years and begins on July 1.  

 

  (2) The terms of members are staggered as required by the terms 

provided for members of the State Board on October 1, 1989.  

 

  (3) At the end of a term, a member continues to serv e until a 

successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (4) A member who is appointed after a term has begun serves only 

for the rest of the term and until a successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (5) A member may n ot be reappointed for more than 2 consecutive 3 -

year terms.  

 

 (h) (1) The Governor may remove a member for incompetence or 

misconduct.  

 

  (2) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection and subject 

to paragraph (4) of this subsection, a member shall be considered to have resigned if 

the member did not attend at least two ðthirds of the State Board meetings held 

during any consecutive 12 ðmonth period while the member was serving on the State 

Board. 

 

  (3) The Governor may waive a member õs resignation and allow the 

member to continue serving if the member has been unable to attend meetings for 

reasons satisfactory to the Governor and the reasons are made public.  

 

  (4) In accordance with § 8ð501 of the State Government Article, the 

chairman shall provide notice to the Governor and the Governor shall appoint a 

successor. 

 

§6ð203. 

 

 (a) From among it s members, the State Board annually shall elect a 

chairman, a vice chairman, and a secretary.  

 

 (b) (1) The manner of election of officers shall be as the State Board 

determines.  



 

 - 167 - 

 

  (2) The terms of the officers are for 1 year and begin on July 1.  

 

§6ð204. 

 

 (a) A majority of the authorized membership of the State Board is a 

quorum.  

 

 (b) (1) The State Board shall meet at least once a month, at the times  

that it determines, in the office of the State Board.  

 

  (2) The State Board may hold special meetings as necessary.  

 

 (c) Subject to the State budget, each member of the State Board is entitled 

to: 

 

  (1) an annual salary of $3,600; and  

 

  (2) reimbursement for reasonable expenses under the Standard 

State Travel Regulations.  

 

 (d) The State Board may employ a staff in accordance with the State budget.  

 

§6ð205. 

 

 (a) In addition to any powers and duties set forth elsewhere, the State 

Board shall:  

 

  (1) twice a year hold a seminar and invite members from each local 

licensing jurisdiction to discus s any industry or licensing problems;  

 

  (2) adopt regulations to establish:  

 

   (i)  application and examination fees;  

 

   (ii)  continuing education requirements; and  

 

   (iii)  application deadlines;  

 

  (3) enforce, within 18 months of issuance, minimum standards for 

the provision of electrical services consistent with the most recently issued version of 

the National Fire Protection Asso ciation 70: National Electrical Code;  

 

  (4) issue licenses; 
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  (5) keep records of its proceedings; and  

 

  (6) adopt any other regulations necessary to carry out this title.  

 

 (b) The continuing education requirements adopted under this section 

shall:  

 

  (1) be based on the National Electrical Code or any local variants 

adopted by a local board;  

 

  (2) consist of a course or train ing on practical techniques, installation 

procedures, or other relevant topics; and  

 

  (3) be administered by:  

 

   (i)  a college or an apprenticeship program approved by the 

Maryland Apprenticeship and Traini ng Council or the federal Office of 

Apprenticeship;  

 

   (ii)  a state or nationally recognized training program; or  

 

   (iii)  another person approved by the State Board.  

 

§6ð206. 

 

 (a) In connection with a proceeding, the State Board or a hearing officer 

whom the State Board designates:  

 

  (1) may hold hearings;  

 

  (2) may administer oaths; and  

 

  (3) by deposition in the same manner as provided in civil cases in the 

State or otherwise, may take testimony.  

 

 (b) (1) The State Board or its designee may issue a subpoena.  

 

  (2) The police department of Baltimore C ity or the sheriff of a county 

shall serve a subpoena issued under this subsection.  

 

  (3) If a person fails to comply with a subpoena issued under this 

subsection, on petition of the State Board, a circuit court may compel compliance  with 

the subpoena. 
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 (c) (1) If the State Board concludes that conduct alleged to be a violation 

of this title may result in irreparable harm to a person, the State Board may sue to 

enforce a provision of this title by ex parte, inte rlocutory, or final injunction.  

 

  (2) The State Board shall bring suit under this subsection in the 

circuit court for the county where:  

 

   (i)  the violation allegedly is occurring; or  

 

   (ii)  the principal place of business of the alleged violator is 

located. 

 

  (3) In seeking an injunction under this subsection, the State Board is 

not required to allege or prove that an adequate remedy at law does not exist.  

 

§6ð207. 

 

 (a) (1) The State Board may set by regulation reasonable fees for its 

services. 

 

  (2) The fees charged shall be:  

 

   (i)  set so as to produce funds to ap proximate the cost of 

maintaining the State Board; and  

 

   (ii)  based on the calculations performed by the Secretary under 

§ 2ð106.10 of the Business Regulation Article.  

 

 (b) The State Board shall pub lish a schedule of the fees set by the State 

Board.  

 

 (c) (1) The State Board shall pay all fees collected under this title to the 

Comptroller.  

 

  (2) The Comptroller shall distribute the fees to the Occupational  

Mechanical Licensing Boards õ Fund established under § 2ð106.9 of the Business 

Regulation Article.  

 

§6ð208. 

 

 The State Board exercises its powers, duties, and functions subject to the 

authority of the Se cretary.  
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§6ð301. 

 

 (a) Each county shall:  

 

  (1) (i)  adopt regulations that have qualifications that are at least 

as stringent as the qualifications under § 6ð304 of this subtitle , to provide for the 

regulation and registration of master electricians, journeyperson electricians, or 

apprentice electricians; and  

 

   (ii)  register apprentice electricians, journeyperson 

electricians, or master electricians in the manner prescribed under § 6ð103 of this 

title; or  

 

  (2) (i)  require a State license for providing electrical services as a 

master electrician, journeyperson electrician, or apprentice electrician; and  

 

   (ii)  enforce the provisions of this title.  

 

 (b) Each municipal corporation shall:  

 

  (1) (i)  adopt regulations that have qualifications that are at least 

as stringent as the qualifications under  § 6ð304 of this subtitle to provide for the 

regulation and registration of apprentice, journeyperson, or master electricians; and  

 

   (ii)  register apprentice electrician, journeyperson electrician, 

or master electrici an registrations in the manner prescribed under § 6ð103 of this 

title;  

 

  (2) adopt the electrical rules and regulations of the county in which 

the municipal corporation is located; or  

 

  (3) (i)  require a State license for providing electrical services as 

an apprentice, journeyperson, or master electrician; and  

 

   (ii)  enforce the provisions of this title.  

 

 (c) Each licensed or registered master electri cian shall display the State 

license number, the county registration number, or the municipal corporation 

registration number on each vehicle used on the job for providing electrical services.  

 

 (d) A county or municipal corporation may n ot adopt a resolution or enact a 

law that requires a person licensed or registered under this subtitle who is compliant 

with subsection (c) of this section to display additional license or registration numbers 

on each vehicle used on the job for providing electrical services.  
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§6ð302. 

 

 (a) In a local jurisdiction that requires local registration and has qualified 

to register electricians locally under § 6ð103 of this title, the State license, while the 

Stat e license is in effect, serves only as a mechanism that helps a licensee in obtaining 

a local registration under §§ 6ð601 and 6ð602 of this title.  

 

 (b) If a county or municipal corporation does not require local reg istration, 

the State license, while the State license is in effect, authorizes the licensee to:  

 

  (1) provide electrical services; or  

 

  (2) be the representative of another person who engages in the 

business of providing electrical services.  

 

§6ð303. 

 

 This subtitle does not require:  

 

  (1) a public utility company to employ an electrician licensed by the 

State Board to represent the company while the comp any is engaging in the business 

of providing electrical services to a facility of the company that:  

 

   (i)  is regulated by the Public Service Commission; and  

 

   (ii)  is located on any premises, roadway,  or right ðofðway in 

which the company has a lawful interest;  

 

  (2) an employee of a public utility company to hold a State license 

while the employee provides electrical services to a facility of the company that:  

 

   (i)  is regulated by the Public Service Commission; and  

 

   (ii)  is located on any premises, roadway, or right ðofðway in 

which the company has a lawful interest; or  

 

  (3) a person to hold a license issued by the State Board if the person:  

 

   (i)  is licensed or registered under Title 18 of this article to 

provide security system services and is acting within the scope of that license;  

 

   (ii)  holds a license issued under Title 12 of this article and is 

acting within the scope of that license;  
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   (iii)  holds a license issued under Title 9A of the Business 

Regulation Article and is acting within the scope of that license; or  

 

   (iv)  provides wireless security systems in compliance with Title 

19, Subtitle 9 of the Business Regulation Article.  

 

§6ð304. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a State license , an applicant shall meet the requirements 

of this section.  

 

 (b) (1) Subject to paragraph (2) of this subsection, an applicant for a 

master electrician license shall have been engaged or employed regularly and 

principally in providin g electrical services for all types of electrical equipment and 

apparatuses for at least 7 years while under the direction and supervision of:  

 

   (i)  a master electrician; or  

 

   (ii)  a similarly qualifi ed employee of a governmental unit.  

 

  (2) The State Board may allow an applicant up to 3 years of credit 

toward the experience required under paragraph (1) of this subsection, if the State 

Board determines that the applicant has comp leted a formal course of study or 

professional training in electrical installation comparable to the required experience.  

 

 (c) An applicant for a journeyperson electrician license shall have been 

engaged or employed regularly and princip ally in providing electrical services for all 

types of electrical equipment and apparatuses for at least 4 years while under the 

direction and supervision of:  

 

  (1) a master electrician; or  

 

  (2) an employee of a governmental unit who is similarly qualified as 

a master electrician licensed under this title.  

 

 (d) Except as otherwise provided in this subtitle, the applicant shall pass 

an examination given by the State Board under this subtitle.  

 

 (e) The State Board may investigate the qualifications of each applicant to 

determine whether the applicant meets the requirements of this section.  

 

§6ð305. 
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 An applicant for a State license shall:  

 

  (1) submit to the State Board an application on the form that the 

State Board provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the State Board an application fee set by the State Board 

in an amount not to exceed the cost of the requ ired examination.  

 

§6ð306. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 6ð306.1 of this subtitle, an applicant 

who otherwise qualifies for a State license is entitled to be examined as provided in 

this section.  

 

 (b) The State Board shall give examinations to qualified applicants at least 

twice a year, at the dates, times, and places that the State Board determines.  

 

 (c) (1) At least 15 days before the examination, the Sta te Board shall 

notify each applicant whether the applicant is eligible to be examined under this 

section. 

 

  (2) The notice shall specify the passing score for examinations given 

under this subtitle.  

 

 (d) (1) The State Board shall determine the subjects, scope, and, subject 

to subsection (e) of this section, form of the examination from a list of questions 

submitted by the Maryland Uniform Electrical Licensing Examination Committee, 

Inc.  

 

  (2) The State Board shall choose examination questions that:  

 

   (i)  test the applicant õs knowledge of all applicable codes, laws, 

or principles of electrical installation; and  

 

   (ii)  are construc ted to determine the fitness of the applicant for 

a State license.  

 

  (3) The State Board may appoint a committee to develop examination 

questions for examinations given under this subtitle.  

 

 (e) The form of each ex amination shall be objective and written.  

 

 (f) The passing score for each examination shall be 70 %. 

 



 

 - 174 - 

 (g) An applicant shall pay to the State Board or the State Board õs designee 

an examination fee set by th e State Board not to exceed the cost of the required 

examination.  

 

 (h) Within 45 days after the examination, the State Board shall mail or 

electronically transmit to each applicant notice of the applicant õs examination score.  

 

 (i)  On written request to the State Board, an applicant who failed an 

examination may review the answers that the applicant gave and the scores for those 

answers, at a time and place that the State Board determines.  

 

 (j) (1) If an applicant fails to appear for a scheduled examination, the 

applicant may reapply for an examination.  

 

  (2) The applicant:  

 

   (i)  shall submit to the State Board an application for 

reexamination  on the form that the State Board provides; and  

 

   (ii)  unless, for good cause, the State Board waives payment of 

the examination fee, shall again pay the examination fee under subsection (g) of this 

section. 

 

§6ð306.1. 

 

 (a) The State Board may use a testing service to administer the 

examinations given under this title.  

 

 (b) If the State Board uses a testing service, the testing service, subject to 

the requirements set by the State Board, may:  

 

  (1) set the time and place of examinations;  

 

  (2) give qualified applicants notice of the time and place of 

examinations; and  

 

  (3) furnish any other information t hat the State Board may require 

the testing service to provide.  

 

§6ð307. 

 

 (a) Subject to the limitations in this section, the State Board shall waive 

examination requirements of this title for an individual who holds  an active local 

registration.  
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 (b) The State Board shall grant a waiver under this section only if the 

applicant:  

 

  (1) pays the application fee established by the State Board under § 

6ð305 of this subt itle;  

 

  (2) provides adequate evidence that the applicant:  

 

   (i)  meets the qualifications otherwise required by this 

subtitle; and  

 

   (ii)  was licensed in a local jurisdiction be fore December 31, 

2022, after:  

 

    1. passing, in that local jurisdiction, an examination 

that is equivalent to the examination for which the applicant is seeking the waiver; 

and 

 

    2. meeting,  in that local jurisdiction, requirements that 

are equivalent to the licensing requirements of this title; and  

 

  (3) submits a statement from the local jurisdiction certifying:  

 

   (i)  the applicant is in go od standing with the local jurisdiction;  

 

   (ii)  the applicant obtained the local license by taking an 

examination equivalent to any examination given by the State Board; and  

 

   (iii)  the date of the lo cal examination.  

 

 (c) An initial State license that is obtained under this section may not be 

reinstated unless the requirements of § 6ð312 of this subtitle are met.  

 

§6ð307.1. 

 

 The State Bo ard shall waive the experience requirements for an applicant for 

a journeyperson electrician license if the applicant:  

 

  (1) (i)  provides written proof of 3 years of work experience 

providing electrical services under the control  and direction of a master electrician; 

and 
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   (ii)  submits an application for a license to the State Board on 

or before December 31, 2022; or  

 

  (2) provides written proof that the applicant has successfull y 

completed an electrician apprenticeship program approved by the Maryland 

Apprenticeship and Training Council or the federal Office of Apprenticeship that 

consists of: 

 

   (i)  at least 576 classroom hours; and  

 

   (ii)  8,000 hours of work experience.  

 

§6ð308. 

 

 (a) Subject to the limitations in this section, on the affirmative vote of at 

least a majority of the authorized membership of the State Board, the State Boar d 

may waive the examination requirements of this subtitle for an individual who is 

licensed to provide electrical services as a master electrician or journeyperson 

electrician in another state.  

 

 (b) The State Board may grant a waiver und er this section only if the 

applicant:  

 

  (1) pays the appropriate application fee set by the State Board under 

§ 6ð305 of this subtitle; and  

 

  (2) provides adequate evidence that the applicant:  

 

   (i)  meets the qualifications otherwise required by this title;  

 

   (ii)  holds an active license in good standing in the other state;  

 

   (iii)  holds a license that is equivalent t o the license issued by 

the State Board;  

 

   (iv)  for a master electrician license applicant, meets a 7 ðyear 

experience requirement in providing electrical services, at least 4 years of which must 

have been gained prior to l icensure in the other state, while under the supervision of 

a master electrician or similarly qualified employee of a governmental unit;  

 

   (v) for a journeyperson electrician license applicant, meets a 

4ðyear experience re quirement in providing electrical services, at least 2 years of 

which must have been gained prior to licensure in the other state, while under the 
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supervision of a master electrician or similarly qualified employee of a governmental 

unit; and  

 

   (vi)  was licensed in the other state by examination, after 

meeting requirements in that state that are substantially equivalent to the licensing 

requirements of this State.  

 

 (c) The State Board may grant a waiver only if  the state in which the 

applicant is licensed waives the examination of licensees of this State to a similar 

extent as this State waives the examination requirements for individuals licensed in 

that state.  

 

 (d) The State Board may not gr ant a waiver under this section to an 

applicant who is licensed solely in a country other than the United States.  

 

 (e) The State Board shall pursue a policy of reciprocal recognition of 

electrician licenses awarded in other states.  

 

§6ð309. 

 

 (a) If an applicant qualifies for a State license under this subtitle, the State 

Board shall send the applicant a notice that states that:  

 

  (1) the applicant has qualified for a State lic ense; and 

 

  (2) the State Board will issue a State license to the applicant on 

receipt of:  

 

   (i)  a license fee set by the State Board; and  

 

   (ii)  proof of general liability and property damage insurance as 

required under § 6ð604 of this title.  

 

 (b) (1) If, at the time of application, an applicant intends to assign to 

another person a local license that is obtained by use of a State license, the a pplicant 

shall identify on the application the person to whom the applicant is assigning the 

local license.  

 

  (2) On payment of the State license fee and receipt of the proof of 

insurance required under § 6ð604 of this tit le, the State Board shall issue a State 

license to each applicant who meets the requirements of this title.  

 

 (c) The State Board shall include on each State license that the State Board 

issues: 
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  (1) the name of th e licensee; and 

 

  (2) if the licensee assigns a local license to another person who 

engages in the business of providing electrical services, the name of the person.  

 

§6ð310. 

 

 (a) Unless a Stat e license is renewed for a 2ðyear term as provided in this 

section, the State license expires on the first June 30 that comes:  

 

  (1) after the effective date of the State license; and  

 

  (2) in an oddðnumbered year.  

 

 (b) (1) At least 1 month before a State license expires, the State Board 

shall mail or electronically transmit to the State licensee:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current State license expires; 

and 

 

    2. the amount of the renewal fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic tran smission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the State Board as undeliverable, the State Board shall mail 

to the State licensee, at the last known address of the State licensee, the materials 

required under paragraph (1) of this subsectio n within 10 business days of the date 

the State Board received the notice that the electronic transmission was 

undeliverable.  

 

 (c) Before a State license expires, the State licensee periodically may renew 

it for an additional 2 ðyear term, if the State licensee:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to be licensed;  

 

  (2) pays to the State Board a renewal fee set by the State Board;  

 

  (3) complies with continuing education req uirements established by 

the State Board in regulation; and  
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  (4) submits to the State Board a renewal application on the form that 

the State Board provides and adequate evidence of completion of the continuing 

education requirements  for license renewal established by the State Board.  

 

 (d) The State Board shall renew the State license of each State licensee who 

meets the requirements of this section.  

 

 (e) A State license to provide or assist in pr oviding electrical services is not 

transferable.  

 

 (f) The Secretary may determine that State licenses issued under this 

subtitle shall expire on a staggered basis.  

 

§6ð311. 

 

 (a) The State Board sha ll place a State licensee on inactive status and issue 

an inactive status certificate to the State licensee, if the State licensee:  

 

  (1) submits to the State Board an application for inactive status on 

the form that the State Board provides;  

 

  (2) pays to the State Board any applicable inactive status application 

fee; 

 

  (3) except for the insurance requirements of § 6ð604 of this title, 

qualifies for an active State license; an d 

 

  (4) returns the State license to the State Board.  

 

 (b) The State Board shall place an applicant for an initial State license on 

inactive status and issue an inactive status certificate to the applicant, if the 

applicant:  

 

  (1) submits to the State Board an application for inactive status on 

the form that the State Board provides;  

 

  (2) pays to the State Board an inactive status application fee set by 

the State Board;  and 

 

  (3) except for the continuing education requirement of § 6ð310(c) of 

this subtitle and the insurance requirements of § 6ð604 of this title, qualifies for an 

active State license.  
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 (c) (1) A master electrician licensee on inactive status may not use a 

State license to obtain a local registration for providing electrical services as a master 

electrician in a local jurisdiction of the State.  

 

  (2) In a county that  requires a State master electrician license, a 

licensee on inactive status may not provide electrical services as a master electrician.  

 

 (d) (1) Unless the individual applies for another 2 ðyear term as provided 

in this subsect ion, an individual on inactive status loses that status on the expiration 

of the inactive status.  

 

  (2) (i)  At least 1 month before the inactive status of an individual 

expires, the State Board shall mail or electronically transm it to the individual:  

 

    1. a renewal application form; and  

 

    2. a notice that states:  

 

    A. the date on which the inactive status expires; and  

 

    B. the amount of the renewal fee.  

 

   (ii)  If an electronic transmission under subparagraph (i) of this 

paragraph is returned to the State Board as undeliverable, the State Board shall mail 

to the individual, a t the last known address of the individual, the materials required 

under subparagraph (i) of this paragraph within 10 business days of the date the 

State Board received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

  (3) Before the inactive status expires, an individual on inactive 

status periodically may renew it for an additional 2 ðyear term, if the individual:  

 

   (i)  otherwise is entitled to be placed on inactive status;  

 

   (ii)  except for an electrical inspector, pays to the State Board a 

renewal fee set by the State Board; and  

 

   (iii)  submits to the State Board a renewal application on the 

form that the State Board provides.  

 

  (4) After an inactive status expires, the former licensee may reapply 

for inactive status only if the former licensee:  

 

   (i)  otherwise is entitled to be placed on inactive status;  

 



 

 - 181 - 

   (ii)  pays to the State Board a reapplication fee set by the State 

Board; and  

 

   (iii)  reapplies to the State Board for inactive status within 2 

years after initial expiration of inactive status on a form that the State Board  

provides.  

 

  (5) The State Board shall renew the inactive status of each individual 

or grant the reapplication for inactive status of each former licensee who meets the 

requirements of this subsection.  

 

 (e) If a fo rmer licensee on inactive status who has failed to renew the 

inactive status within 2 years of its expiration reapplies for that status, the State 

Board shall require the former licensee to comply with the requirements for obtaining 

a State license under §§ 6ð304 and 6ð307 of this subtitle and § 6ð503 of this title as 

well as the requirements for inactive status under this section.  

 

 (f) The State Board shall reactivate the State license of an individual wh o 

is on inactive status, if the individual:  

 

  (1) meets the renewal requirements that are in effect when the 

individual requests the reactivation of the State license;  

 

  (2) submits to the State Board an applic ation for reactivation on the 

form that the State Board provides; and  

 

  (3) pays to the State Board a reactivation fee set by the State Board.  

 

§6ð312. 

 

 (a) The State Board shall reinstate the State license of an individual who is 

not on inactive status and who has failed to renew the State license for any reason, if 

the individual:  

 

  (1) applies to the State Board for reinstatement within 2 years after 

the State license e xpires;  

 

  (2) meets the renewal requirements of § 6ð310 of this subtitle; and  

 

  (3) in addition to the renewal fee required under § 6ð310 of this 

subtitle, pays to the State Board a reinst atement fee set by the State Board.  

 

 (b) If an individual who has failed to renew the State license for any reason 

applies for reinstatement more than 2 years after the State license has expired, the 
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State Board shall require the individ ual to pay a reinstatement fee set by the State 

Board, and comply with the requirements for obtaining a State license under §§ 6ð

304 and 6ð307 of this subtitle and § 6ð503 of this title.  

 

§6ð313. 

 

 (a) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, a county 

or local government may employ an individual as an electrical inspector only if the 

individual:  

 

   (i)  holds a State license or local lice nse, as applicable;  

 

   (ii)  previously held, within the last 5 years, a State license or 

local license, as applicable, that was not suspended or revoked; or  

 

   (iii)  is certified by:  

 

    1. the International Code Council as a combination 

inspector or as an electrical inspector for residential or commercial buildings;  

 

    2. the North American Board of Certified Energy 

Practitioners; or  

 

    3. a certifying entity that is comparable to the entity 

listed in item 1 or 2 of this item.  

 

  (2) Paragraph (1) of this subsection does not apply to a county or local 

government that uses code inspectors o r combination building code inspectors to 

conduct tradeðspecific inspections on residential or commercial buildings to 

determine compliance with adopted electrical codes or related building codes.  

 

 (b) An individual may not have an y financial interest in any electrical 

business while employed by the State, a county, or a local government as an electrical 

inspector.  

 

 (c) (1) On appointment or employment as an electrical inspector, the 

individual:  

 

   (i)  shall place the State license of the individual on inactive 

status; and  

 

   (ii)  except for the renewal fee, shall meet the inactive status 

requirements of § 6ð311 of this subtitle.  
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  (2) The State Board may issue an electrical inspector identification 

card to an electrical inspector who has placed the State license on inactive status.  

 

  (3) The State Board may not charge a fee to issue the identification 

card. 

 

 (d) The State Board may change the status of an electrical inspector to 

individual inactive status, if the electrical inspector:  

 

  (1) meets the inactive status requirements of § 6ð311 of this sub title; 

and 

 

  (2) pays an inactive status fee set by the State Board.  

 

 (e) On termination of the appointment or employment of an individual as 

an electrical inspector, the State Board shall reactivate the State lice nse of the 

individual who is on inactive status, without examination, if the individual meets the 

reactivation requirements for a State license under § 6ð311(f) of this subtitle, 

including payment of the reactivation fee.  

 

§6ð314. 

 

 Within 10 days after the change, each State licensee shall give the State Board 

written notice of a change of:  

 

   (1) the name of the State licensee;  

 

  (2) the address of:  

 

   (i)  the State licensee; or  

 

   (ii)  the person to whom the State licensee assigns a local 

license; or 

 

  (3) the employment of the State licensee, including a change in the 

assignment of a loca l license.  

 

§6ð315. 

 

 The State Board may investigate or act in a disciplinary proceeding against a 

licensee notwithstanding:  

 

  (1) a lapse, by operation of law, of the State license of the licensee ; 
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  (2) a suspension of the State license of the licensee by order of the 

State Board or a court; or  

 

  (3) a voluntary surrender of the State license of the licensee to the 

State Board.  

 

§6ð316. 

 

 (a) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 6ð317 of this subtitle, the State 

Board may deny a State license to any applicant, reprimand any State licensee, or 

suspend or revoke a State license if the applicant or State licensee: 

 

  (1) fraudulently or deceptively obtains or attempts to obtain a State 

license for the applicant, State licensee, or another person;  

 

  (2) fraudulently or deceptively uses a State license;  

 

  (3) transfers the authority granted by a State license to another 

person; 

 

  (4) engages in an unfair or deceptive trade practice, as defined in § 

13ð301 of the Commercial Law Article;  

 

  (5) willfully or deliberately disregards and violates a building code, 

electrical code, or law of the State or a local jurisdiction;  

 

  (6) under the laws of the United States or of any state, is convicted 

of: 

 

   (i)  a felony; or  

 

   (ii)  a misdemeanor that is directly related to the fitness and 

qualification of the applicant or licensee to provide electrical services;  

 

  (7) aids or abets a person to evade a provision of this title;  

 

  (8) willfully or deliberately disregards disciplinary action taken by a 

local jurisdiction against the individual in connection with the provision of electrical 

services; 

 

  (9) fails in a material respect to comply with a provision of this title;  
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  (10) fails to train and control adequately a person who, while under 

the supervision of the State licensee, sells or estimates electrical work or provides or 

assists i n providing electrical services;  

 

  (11) fails to maintain a local registration, if required, under § 6ð601 of 

this title;  

 

  (12) fails to maintain the general liability and property damage 

insurance required under § 6ð604 of this title;  

 

  (13) offers or provides electrical services outside the scope of the 

license held by the licensee;  

 

  (14) permits another licensee employed by the individual t o provide 

electrical services outside the scope of that individual õs license; 

 

  (15) without justification, fails to perform a contract or abandons a 

project to provide electrical services;  

 

  (16) provide s electrical services that are inadequate or incomplete, 

according to the terms of a contract or a project;  

 

  (17) directly or indirectly publishes an advertisement relating to the 

provision of electrical services that contains a rep resentation or statement that is 

false, deceptive, or misleading;  

 

  (18) certifies on a license renewal application that the continuing 

education requirement of license renewal has been completed if the licensee has not 

fully complet ed the continuing education requirement at the time the license renewal 

application is submitted;  

 

  (19) violates any other provision of this title; or  

 

  (20) violates any regulation adopted under this title.  

 

 (b) Allowing a State license to be used by another person is, in a disciplinary 

proceeding under this section, prima facie evidence that a State licensee transferred 

the authority granted by a State license to another person.  

 

 (c) The State Board shall consider the following facts in the granting, 

denial, renewal, suspension, or revocation of a State license or the reprimand of a 

State licensee when an applicant or State licensee is convicted of a felony or 

misdemeanor described in subsection (a)(6) of this section:  
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  (1) the nature of the crime;  

 

  (2) the relationship of the crime to the activities authorized by the 

State license;  

 

  (3) with respect to  a felony, the relevance of the conviction to the 

fitness and qualification of the applicant or State licensee to provide electrical 

services; 

 

  (4) the length of time since the conviction; and  

 

  (5) the behavi or and activities of the applicant or State licensee 

before and after the conviction.  

 

 (d) This section may not be construed to limit the ability of a local board to 

take disciplinary action against the holder of a local registration or the holder of a 

local permit in that jurisdiction under § 6ð103 of this title.  

 

§6ð317. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, before the State Board takes any final action under § 6-316 of this subtitle, it 

shall give the individual against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for 

a hearing before the State Board.  

 

 (b) The State Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in ac cordance 

with Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) If, after due notice, the individual against whom the action is 

contemplated fails or refuses to appear, nevertheless the State Board may hear and 

determine the mat ter.  

 

§6ð318. 

 

 Any person aggrieved by a final decision of the State Board in a contested case, 

as defined in § 10-202 of the State Government Article, may take an appeal as allowed 

in §§ 10-222 and 10-223 of the State Government Article.  

 

§6ð319. 

 

 (a) The State Board may not suspend a State license for more than 1 year.  

 

 (b) The State Board may not revoke a State license for less than 1 year.  
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 (c) If the State Board, after a hearing, suspends a license, the State Board 

may allow the licensee to complete a contract to provide electrical services that is in 

progress and uncompleted at the time of suspension.  

 

 (d) (1) If a State license is revoked, the State Board may reinstate the 

State license after not less than 1 year.  

 

  (2) A State license that has been revoked may be reinstated under 

this subsection if:  

 

   (i)  the individual whose State license has been revoked 

submits a written request to the State Board;  

 

   (ii)  the State Board holds a hearing on the request; and  

 

   (iii)  the State Board makes a determi nation to reinstate the 

State license.  

 

§6ð320. 

 

 Within 30 days after taking action, the State Board shall give each local board 

or building official notice of the name of each master electrician whose State license 

has been suspended, revoked, or reinstated by the State Board.  

 

§6ð321. 

 

 (a) (1) When a county or municipal corporation that requires a local 

license initiates a disciplinary action against a licensed master electric ian, the county 

or municipal corporation shall report the disciplinary action to the State Board within 

30 days of commencement of the action.  

 

  (2) When the State Board receives notice of a local disciplinary action 

against a licens ed electrician, the State Board shall provide notice of the disciplinary 

action to each local licensing jurisdiction.  

 

 (b) Each local jurisdiction that registers electricians under § 6ð603 of this 

title shall submit a report t o the State Board on the number of complaints against 

electricians registered in the local jurisdiction on or before December 1 of each year.  

 

§6ð401. 

 

 (a) Subject to the limitations in this subtitle, an individual w ho holds a 

State master electrician license or qualifies for a State master electrician license may 

use the State license to:  
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  (1) obtain a local registration; and  

 

  (2) assign that local registration to anoth er person, if authorized by 

that local jurisdiction, including a sole proprietorship, who engages in the business of 

providing electrical services.  

 

 (b) (1) Subject to the limitations in this section, if an individual obtains 

a State  license on the basis of a local registration under Subtitle 5 of this title and 

that local registration has been assigned to a person who engages in the business of 

providing electrical services, the individual shall identify on the State license the 

person to whom that local registration has been assigned.  

 

  (2) Subject to the limitations in this section, if an individual obtains 

a local registration on the basis of a State master electrician license and intends to 

assign that local  registration to a person who engages in the business of providing 

electrical services, the individual shall identify on the State license the person to 

whom that local registration is to be assigned.  

 

 (c) (1) If, at the time of appl ication for a State master electrician license, 

an individual intends to assign a local registration obtained on the basis of the State 

license, the individual shall:  

 

   (i)  meet the requirements for issuance of a State license u nder 

§ 6ð309 of this title;  

 

   (ii)  include, on the application form submitted to the State 

Board, the name of the person to whom the local registration is to be assigned;  

 

   (iii)  pay the ap propriate State license fee under § 6ð309 of this 

title; and  

 

   (iv)  submit to the State Board proof of general liability and 

property damage insurance as required under § 6ð604 of this title.  

 

  (2) If an individual obtains a State license on the basis of a local 

registration that has been assigned, the individual shall:  

 

   (i)  meet the requirements for issuance of a State license under 

§ 6ð309 of this title;  

 

   (ii)  include, on an application form submitted to the State 

Board, the name of the person to whom the local registration has been assigned;  
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   (iii)  pay the appropriate State license fee u nder § 6ð309 of this 

title; and  

 

   (iv)  submit to the State Board proof of general liability and 

property damage insurance, if applicable, as required under § 6ð604 of this title.  

 

  (3) If, after issuance of a State master electrician license to an 

individual, the individual intends to assign a local registration obtained on the basis 

of the State master electrician license, the individual shall:  

 

   (i)  meet t he notification requirements of § 6ð314 of this title;  

 

   (ii)  submit to the State Board an application for identification 

of the assignment on the State license;  

 

   (iii)  pay to the State Bo ard an identification fee set by the State 

Board;  

 

   (iv)  submit to the State Board proof of general liability and 

property damage insurance as required under § 6ð604 of this title; and  

 

   (v) return the State license.  

 

 (d) (1) If an individual obtains a local registration by the use of the State 

master electrician license of the individual, the local  registration may be assigned at 

any 1 time to only 1 person who engag es in the business of providing electrical 

services. 

 

  (2) If at any time an individual holds 2 or more current local 

registrations that were obtained by the use of a State master electrician license, the 

individual may assign those local registrations only if the assignment is made to the 

same person. 

 

§6ð402. 

 

 (a) Subject to the limitations in this section and § 6ð314 of this title, a 

master electrician who is licensed by the State Board and who assigns a local 

registration to a person who engages in the business of providing electrical services 

may change that assignment.  

 

 (b) To change an assignment of a local registration, an applicant shall:  

 

  (1) submit to the State Board an application on the form that the 

State Board provides;  
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  (2) pay to the State Board a change of status fee set by the State 

Board;  

 

  (3) submit to the State Board proof of  the change of status of the local 

registration; and  

 

  (4) return the State license to the State Board.  

 

 (c) On payment of the change of status fee, the State Board shall issue a 

new license to the applicant.  

 

 (d) The State Board shall give each local jurisdiction notice of any change 

in the status of a local registration obtained by the use of a State license that will 

affect the status of the State license.  

 

§6ð501. 

 

 (a) In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) (1) òReciprocal licenseó means a license to provide electrical services 

issued by the State Board on the basis of a registration issue d by a local jurisdiction.  

 

  (2) òReciprocal licenseó includes any type or class of license that the 

State Board issues to provide electrical services.  

 

 (c) (1) òReciprocal registration ó means registration with a local 

jurisdiction on the basis of:  

 

   (i)  a license issued by the State Board; or  

 

   (ii)  a registration with another local jurisdiction.  

 

  (2) òReciprocal registration ó includes any type or class of registration 

with a local jurisdiction to provide electrical services.  

 

§6ð502. 

 

 (a) Subject to the limitations in this title, the State Board may reciproc ate 

with a local jurisdiction to waive any of the qualifications required for any license 

issued under this title for an applicant for a reciprocal license.  

 

 (b) Subject to the limitations in this subtitle, each local jurisdiction may 

reciprocate with the State Board or another local jurisdiction to waive any local 
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examination requirement and the qualifications required for taking a local 

examination for an applicant for a reciprocal registration.  

 

§6ð503. 

 

 (a) Subject to the limitations in this subtitle, an individual may qualify for 

a reciprocal license from the State Board if the individual:  

 

  (1) is registered with a local jurisdiction of the State to provide 

electrical ser vices in the local jurisdiction;  

 

  (2) applies for a reciprocal license of the same class or type as the 

applicant õs local registration that the State Board issues; and  

 

  (3) at the time of application, d oes not have: 

 

   (i)  the same class or type of registration suspended or revoked 

by a local jurisdiction of the State; or  

 

   (ii)  a record of outstanding violations of the regulations of a 

local jurisdi ction of the State.  

 

 (b) The State Board shall waive any of the qualifications required for a 

license under this title for an individual who:  

 

  (1) is registered with a local jurisdiction of the State, to provide t he 

same class or type of electrical services as those permitted by the license for which 

the applicant is seeking a waiver; and  

 

  (2) meets the waiver requirements of subsection (c) of this section.  

 

 (c) The State Board shall grant a waiver under this section for an applicant 

who is registered with a local jurisdiction only if the applicant:  

 

  (1) (i)  1. qualified for the registration by passing an 

examination given in the local jurisd iction; and  

 

    2. has been registered for at least 1 year immediately 

before the date of application; or  

 

   (ii)  1. qualified for the registration other than by passing 

an examination in the lo cal jurisdiction; and  
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    2. has been registered for at least 2 years immediately 

before the date of application;  

 

  (2) submits a written statement from the local jurisdiction certifying:  

 

   (i)  if the registration was earned on the basis of an 

examination, the date of registration; and  

 

   (ii)  the registrant:  

 

    1. is in good standing with the local jurisdiction; and  

 

    2. has no record of outstanding violations of 

regulations of the local jurisdiction;  

 

  (3) pays any reciprocal license fee set by the State Board;  

 

  (4) if required, submits pr oof of general liability insurance to the 

State Board; and  

 

  (5) complies with any other licensing requirements of the State 

Board.  

 

§6ð504. 

 

 (a) Subject to the limitations in this subtitle, an  individual may qualify for 

a reciprocal registration from a local jurisdiction of the State if the individual:  

 

  (1) is registered with another local jurisdiction of the State to provide 

electrical services in that local jurisdictio n; 

 

  (2) applies for a reciprocal registration to provide the same class or 

type of electrical services as those permitted by the registration the individual holds 

in that local jurisdiction; and  

 

  (3) at the t ime of application, does not have:  

 

   (i)  a registration of the same class or type suspended or 

revoked by a local jurisdiction of the State; or  

 

   (ii)  a record of outstanding violations of the regulat ions of a 

local jurisdiction of the State.  
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 (b) A local jurisdiction of the State that registers individuals to provide 

electrical services shall waive any of the registration qualifications of the local 

jurisdiction for an individual wh o: 

 

  (1) (i)  is a resident of the State; or  

 

   (ii)  meets the legal requirements of the State for establishing 

a principal place of business in the State;  

 

  (2) is registered with  another local jurisdiction of the State to provide 

electrical services of the same class or type as those permitted by the registration for 

which the applicant is seeking a waiver; and  

 

  (3) meets the waiver requirements of subsecti on (c) of this section.  

 

 (c) A local jurisdiction shall grant a waiver under this section for an 

applicant who is registered with another local jurisdiction only if the applicant:  

 

  (1) (i)  1. qualified for  the registration by passing an 

examination given in that local jurisdiction; and  

 

    2. has been registered for at least 1 year immediately 

before the date of application; or  

 

   (ii)  1. qualifi ed for the registration other than by passing 

an examination in that local jurisdiction; and  

 

    2. has been registered for at least 2 years immediately 

before the date of application;  

 

  (2) submits a w ritten statement from the local jurisdiction certifying:  

 

   (i)  if a registration was earned on the basis of an examination, 

the date of registration; and  

 

   (ii)  the registrant:  

 

    1. is in good standing with the local jurisdiction; and  

 

    2. has no record of outstanding violations of the 

regulations of the local jurisdiction;  

 

  (3) pays any reciprocal registration fe e required by the local 

jurisdiction;  
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  (4) if required:  

 

   (i)  executes a bond to the local jurisdiction; or  

 

   (ii)  submits proof of general liability insurance to the local 

jur isdiction; and  

 

  (5) complies with any other registration requirements of the local 

jurisdiction.  

 

§6ð505. 

 

 (a) Before a reciprocal license or a reciprocal registration expires, the 

licensee or registrant periodically may renew it for an additional term, if the licensee 

or registrant:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to be licensed or registered;  

 

  (2) pays a renewal fee to:  

 

   (i)  the State Board as required under this title; or  

 

   (ii)  the local jurisdiction from which the reciprocal registration 

is sought; and  

 

  (3) meets any other requirement for renewal set by:  

 

   (i)  the State Board; or  

 

   (ii)  the local jurisdiction from which the reciprocal registration 

is sought.  

 

 (b) A reciprocal license or reciprocal registration issued to an individual 

who has fail ed to renew the license or registration may not be reinstated.  

 

 (c) A reciprocal license or a reciprocal registration issued under this subtitle 

is not transferable.  

 

§6ð506. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, an individual who holds a 

reciprocal license or a reciprocal registration may assign it to a person who engages 
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in the business of providing electrical services if the individual is employed 

principally by the person.  

 

 (b) An individual may reassign the reciprocal license or reciprocal 

registration of the individual once in a fiscal year.  

 

§6ð601. 

 

 (a) This section applies only to a local jurisdiction that has applied for a nd 

received authorization to offer local master or journeyperson registration under § 6ð

103 of this title.  

 

 (b) Within 60 days after the issuance of a State license to an individual, the 

individual shall register locally with the local jurisdiction where the individual:  

 

  (1) resides; 

 

  (2) has a principal business office; or  

 

  (3) has a resident agent.  

 

§6ð602. 

 

 (a) Subject to the limitations in this section, a local jurisdiction shall waive 

its examination requirements for an individual who is licensed by the State Board to 

provide electrical services.  

 

 (b) A local jurisdiction shall grant a waiver un der this section only if the 

applicant:  

 

  (1) pays any registration fee that the local jurisdiction requires; and  

 

  (2) provides adequate evidence that the applicant:  

 

   (i)  is licens ed as an electrician under this title;  

 

   (ii)  holds an active State license; and  

 

   (iii)  in place of any bond requirement of a local jurisdiction, 

meets the insurance requirements of § 6ð604 of this subtitle.  

 

 (c) Within 10 working days after payment of any local registration fee, a 

local jurisdiction shall issue a local registration to each applicant who meets the 

requirements of this section.  
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§6ð603. 

 

 (a) An electrician may obtain an electrical permit or any other similar 

permit from a local jurisdiction, if the electrician:  

 

  (1) is actively registered locally, if required, or holds a State license;  

 

  (2) shows proof of the State license; and  

 

  (3) pays any permit fee that the local jurisdiction requires.  

 

 (b) Before a local jurisdiction issues an electrical permit or similar permit 

to an electr ician under this section, the local jurisdiction shall give the electrician 

notice of any local electrical requirements with which the electrician shall comply 

while providing electrical services in that local jurisdiction.  

 

 (c) On payment of the permit fee that the local jurisdiction requires, the 

local jurisdiction shall issue the appropriate permit to each applicant who meets the 

requirements of this section.  

 

§6ð604. 

 

 (a) This section does not a pply to a State licensee on inactive status.  

 

 (b) A master electrician who is licensed by the State Board and provides 

electrical services or a person to whom a master electrician licensed by the State 

Board assigns a local registration under this title shall:  

 

  (1) maintain general liability insurance in the amount of at least 

$300,000; 

 

  (2) maintain property damage insurance in the amount of at least 

$100,000; and 

 

  (3) submit proof of the required insurance to the State Board.  

 

 (c) (1) An applicant for a State license shall submit proof of the 

insurance required under this section to the State Board with the license application.  

 

  (2) The State Board may not issue a State license to an applicant to 

whom the insurance requirements of this section would apply unless the applicant 

submits proof of the insurance.  
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 (d) Unless an applicant meets the insurance r equirements of this section, 

the State Board may not renew a State license of the applicant to whom the insurance 

requirements of this section would apply.  

 

 (e) If the insurance required under this section is canceled, the insurer shall 

notify the State Board within 10 days after the date of cancellation.  

 

 (f) If a local jurisdiction requires an applicant for a local license to execute 

a bond to the local jurisdiction, the applicant may satisfy the bond requirement by 

submitting proof of the insurance required under this section.  

 

§6ð605. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this title, a person may not employ an 

individual to provide electrical services or employ an individual to assist in providing 

electrical services unless the individual:  

 

  (1) is licensed by the State Board as a master electrician;  

 

  (2) (i)  is licensed by the State Board as a journeyperson 

electrician; and  

 

   (ii)  provides or assists in providing electrical services within 

the scope of the individual õs license; or 

 

  (3) (i)  is licensed by the State Board as an apprentice electrician; 

and 

 

   (ii)  provides or assists in providing electrical services within 

the scope of the individual õs license. 

 

 (b) At least one licensed master electrician or journeyperson electrician 

shall be present at each job site in which electrical services are provided.  

 

§6ð606. 

 

 (a) A master electrician shall display the master electrician õs license and 

the license number conspicuously in the principal place of business of the master 

electrician.  

 

 (b) Each electrician advertisement in the name of a person who engages in 

the business of providing electrical services shall contain the license number and 

name of a master electrician or holder of a journeyperson electricia n license whom 
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the master electrician employs and designates to direct and control the provision of 

electrical services through the business of the person.  

 

 (c) A licensee shall give the State Board written notice of any change of 

name, address, or employment from what appears on the current license at least 10 

working days before the change is to take effect.  

 

§6ð607. 

 

 Except as otherwise provided in this title, an individual may not:  

 

  (1) provide, attempt to provide, or offer to provide electrical services 

for compensation in the State without an appropriate license issued under this title;  

 

  (2) assist, attempt to assist, or offer to assist in providing e lectrical 

services for compensation in the State without the required license or appropriate 

registration issued under this title;  

 

  (3) provide electrical services for compensation without obtaining a 

permit for such services if req uired by a local jurisdiction; or  

 

  (4) provide electrical services beyond the scope of the license issued 

to the individual under this title.  

 

§6ð608. 

 

 (a) In this section, òofficeró includes a superintendent, a manager, or an 

agent of a business entity, regardless of whether the business entity engages in the 

business of providing electrical services.  

 

 (b) Any person, including an officer, who violates any provis ion of this 

subtitle is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to:  

 

  (1) on a first conviction, a fine not exceeding $1,000; and  

 

  (2) on a second or subsequent conviction, a fine not exceeding $5 ,000. 

 

 (c) Any person who violates § 6ð604 of this subtitle is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $1,000.  

 

 (d) (1) In addition to any other penalties imposed und er this title, the 

State Board may impose on a person who violates any provision of this subtitle a civil 

penalty not exceeding $5,000 for each violation.  
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  (2) In determining the penalty imposed under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection, the State Board shall consider:  

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the violation;  

 

   (ii)  the good faith of the violator;  

 

   (iii)  any previous violations by the violator;  

 

   (iv)  the harmful effect of the violation; and  

 

   (v) any other relevant factors.  

 

 (e) The State Board shall pay any penalty collected under subsection (d) of 

this section into the General F und of the State.  

 

§6ð701. 

 

 This title may be cited as the òMaryland Electricians Act ó. 

 

§6ð702. 

 

 Subject to the evaluation and reestablishment provisions of the Maryland 

Program Evaluation Act, this title and all regulations adopted under this title shall 

terminate and be of no effect after July 1, 2023.  

 

§6.5ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) òBoardó means the State Board of Stationary Engineers.  

 

 (c) òBoileró means: 

 

  (1) a closed vessel in which water is heated, steam is generated, 

steam is superheated, or  a combination of these functions is accomplished, under 

pressure or vacuum for use externally to the vessel by the direct application of heat 

from the combustion of fuels or from electricity or nuclear energy; or  

 

  (2) a fired unit for heating or vaporizing liquids other than water if 

the unit is separate from a processing system and is complete within itself.  

 

 (d) òHeating boiler ó means: 
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  (1) a steam boiler that operates at pres sures not exceeding 15 psig; 

or 

 

  (2) a hot water boiler that operates at pressures not exceeding 160 

psig or temperatures not exceeding 250 degrees Fahrenheit.  

 

 (e) (1) òLicenseó means, unless the context requires otherwise, a license 

issued by the Board to perform the functions of a stationary engineer.  

 

  (2) òLicenseó includes, unless the context requires otherwise:  

 

   (i)  a Grade 5 lic ense; 

 

   (ii)  a Grade 4 license;  

 

   (iii)  a Grade 3 license;  

 

   (iv)  a Grade 2 license; and  

 

   (v) a Grade 1 license.  

 

 (f) (1) òProvide stationary engineer services ó means to oversee the 

operation of a power plant, plant of machinery, or boiler, each generating pressure of 

more than 15 psi and operating at 30 or more horsepower.  

 

  (2) òProvide stationary engineer services ó does not include 

overseeing the operation of a heating boiler.  

 

 (g) òStationary engineer ó means an individual who is licensed by the Board 

to provide stationary engineer services in a ccordance with the license grades 

described in § 6.5ð302 of this title.  

 

§6.5ð102. 

 

 The purpose of this title is to establish a licensing program to ensure that 

qualified individuals provide stationary enginee r services to:  

 

   (1) protect the public;  

 

  (2) provide for the safe operation of power plants, plants of 

machinery, and boilers; and  

 

  (3) promote high professional standards.  
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§6.5ð103. 

 

 The provisions of this title and any regulations adopted under this title may 

not supersede the authority of the Board of Boiler Rules to implement boiler and 

pressure vessel safety standards established under Title 12 , Subtitle 9 of the Public 

Safety Article or any regulations adopted under that subtitle.  

 

§6.5ð201. 

 

 There is a State Board of Stationary Engineers in the Department.  

 

§6.5ð202. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board consists of eight members appointed by the Governor 

with the advice of the Secretary and the Senate.  

 

  (2) Of the eight members of the Board:  

 

   (i)  three shall be stationary engineers ; 

 

   (ii)  one shall be a representative from the boiler manufacture 

and design industry;  

 

   (iii)  one shall be a boiler owner;  

 

   (iv)  two shall be consumer members; and  

 

   (v) one shall be the Chief Boiler Inspector of the State, or the 

Chief Boiler Inspector õs designee, who shall be an ex officio, nonvoting member of the 

Board.  

 

 (b) Each member of the Board shall be:  

 

  (1) a citizen of the United States; and  

 

  (2) a resident of the State.  

 

 (c) (1) At least two of the engineer members of the Board shall hold a 

Grade 1 stationary engineer license.  

 

  (2) Each engineer member of the Board shall:  

 



 

 - 202 - 

   (i)  have at least 10 years practical experience in running 

steam engines, boilers, and appliances pertaining to stationary and portable engines; 

and 

 

   (ii)  hold a State license at all times during the member õs term 

on the Board.  

 

 (d) Each consumer member of the Board:  

 

  (1) shall be a member of the general public;  

 

  (2) may not be a licensee or otherwise be subject to regulation by the 

Board; and  

 

  (3) may not have had within 1 year before appointment a financial 

interest in or have received compensation from a person regulated by the Board.  

 

 (e) Before taking office, each appointee to the Board shall take the oath 

required by Article I, § 9 of the Maryland Constitution.  

 

 (f) (1) The term of a member is 3 years and begins on July 1.  

 

  (2) The terms of members are staggered as required by the terms 

provided for members of the Board on October 1, 2005.  

 

  (3) At the end of a term, a member continues to serve until a 

successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (4) A member who is appointed after a term has begun serves only 

for the rest of the term and until a successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (5) Each member of the Board is eligible for reappointment but may 

not serve m ore than two consecutive terms.  

 

 (g) (1) The Governor may remove a member for incompetence, 

misconduct, neglect of duties, or other sufficient cause.  

 

  (2) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection  and subject 

to paragraph (4) of this subsection, a member shall be considered to have resigned if 

the member did not attend at least two ðthirds of the Board meetings held during any 

consecutive 12ðmonth period while the member was serving on t he Board.  
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  (3) The Governor may waive a member õs resignation and allow the 

member to continue serving if the member has been unable to attend meetings for 

reasons satisfactory to the Governor and the reasons are made public.  

 

  (4) In accordance with § 8ð501 of the State Government Article, the 

chair shall provide notice to the Governor and the Governor shall appoint a successor.  

 

§6.5ð203. 

 

 (a) From among  its members, the Board shall elect a chair and other officers 

as necessary. 

 

 (b) The manner of election and the term of an officer shall be as the Board 

determines.  

 

§6.5ð204. 

 

 (a) A majority of t he voting members then serving on the Board is a quorum.  

 

 (b) (1) The Board shall meet at least twice a year at a location and in an 

office provided by the State.  

 

  (2) The Board may hold special meetings as pr ovided in its 

regulations.  

 

  (3) The Board shall meet with and consult the Board of Boiler Rules 

as necessary but at least one time each year.  

 

 (c) A member of the Board:  

 

  (1) may not receiv e compensation; but  

 

  (2) is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard 

State Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.  

 

 (d) The Board may employ a staff in accordance with the State budge t.  

 

§6.5ð205. 

 

 (a) The Board shall:  

 

  (1) adopt regulations to carry out the provisions of this title;  

 

  (2) administer examinations;  
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  (3) issue l icenses; 

 

  (4) maintain a list of all licensees; and  

 

  (5) maintain a record of its proceedings.  

 

 (b) The Board shall make available through written, electronic, or other 

means: 

 

  (1) to each applicant for a license, a copy of the Maryland Stationary 

Engineers Act and the Board õs regulations; and  

 

  (2) on each renewal of a license, to each licensee, a copy of any 

amendments to the Maryland St ationary Engineers Act and the Board õs regulations 

that took effect during the 2 -year period ending on the date of renewal.  

 

§6.5ð206. 

 

 (a) The Board may investigate any complaint that alleges a violation of th is 

title.  

 

 (b) On receipt of the results of an investigation made under this section, the 

Board shall promptly take action that is appropriate under this title to ensure 

compliance with the title.  

 

 (c) (1) If the B oard concludes that any conduct alleged to be in violation 

of this title will result in harm to a citizen of the State, the Board may seek a 

permanent or temporary injunction with respect to the conduct from the circuit court 

of any county in which the all eged violation occurs.  

 

  (2) In seeking an injunction under this subsection, the Board is not 

required to:  

 

   (i)  post bond; 

 

   (ii)  allege or prove that an adequate remedy at law  does not 

exist; or  

 

   (iii)  allege or prove that substantial or irreparable damage 

would result from the continued violation of the provision.  

 

  (3) A member of the Board may not be held personally liable for any 

action taken under this subsection in good faith and with reasonable grounds.  
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 (d) The Board, or a hearing officer designated by the Board, may administer 

oaths, hold hearings, and take testimony about all matters within the juri sdiction of 

the Board.  

 

 (e) (1) The Board or its designee may issue a subpoena for the 

attendance of a witness to testify or the production of evidence in connection with:  

 

   (i)  a disciplinary action broug ht under § 6.5-314 of this title; 

and 

 

   (ii)  a proceeding brought for an alleged violation of this title.  

 

  (2) If a person fails to comply with a subpoena issued under this 

subsection, on petition of  the Board, a court of competent jurisdiction may compel 

compliance with the subpoena.  

 

 (f) A member of the Board may not be held personally liable for any action 

taken under this section.  

 

§6.5ð207. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, the Board may set by regulation 

reasonable fees for its services.  

 

 (b) Except for examination fees, which may not exceed the costs of 

administering the examination, the fees charged shal l be: 

 

  (1) set so as to produce funds to approximate the cost of maintaining 

the Board; and  

 

  (2) based on the calculations performed by the Secretary under § 2ð

106.10 of the Business Regulation Art icle. 

 

 (c) The Board shall publish a schedule of the fees set by the Board.  

 

 (d) (1) The Board shall pay all fees collected under this title to the 

Comptroller.  

 

  (2) The Comptroller shall di stribute the fees to the Occupational 

Mechanical Licensing Boards õ Fund established in § 2ð106.9 of the Business 

Regulation Article.  

 

§6.5ð208. 
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 The Board exercises its powers, duties, and functions subj ect to the authority 

of the Secretary.  

 

§6.5ð301. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this title, an individual shall be licensed 

by the Board to provide stationary engineer services before the individual may 

provid e stationary engineer services in the State.  

 

 (b) (1) In this subsection, òresource recovery facility ó means a facility 

that processes solid waste to produce valuable resources, including steam, electricity, 

metals, or re fuseðderived fuel.  

 

  (2) An individual who provides stationary engineer services at a 

resource recovery facility that generates steam or electricity is not required to be 

licensed by the Board to provide stationary engineer ser vices if the individual is 

certified to operate a resource recovery facility under regulations adopted by the 

Secretary of the Environment.  

 

§6.5ð302. 

 

 (a) A Grade 5 stationary engineer licensee may oversee the opera tion of a 

boiler that:  

 

  (1) (i)  can be operated at 30 to 99 horsepower; and  

 

   (ii)  is located in a building not open for public use;  

 

  (2) is inspected in accordance with the bo iler laws and regulations by 

a special inspector or a deputy boiler inspector;  

 

  (3) if not equipped with a 24 ðhour computerized monitoring system 

and automatic controls, is visited by a Grade 5 licensee at least once every 24 hours 

that the boiler is in operation; and  

 

  (4) if equipped with a 24 ðhour computerized monitoring system and 

automatic controls, is visited by a Grade 5 licensee at least once per week that the 

boiler is in operation, if the licensee: 

 

   (i)  is responsible for the safe operation of the equipment at all 

times;  
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   (ii)  is available to observe the monitoring equipment or devices 

and make the necessary adjustments at least once  every 24 hours; and  

 

   (iii)  maintains a daily inspection log.  

 

 (b) A Grade 4 stationary engineer licensee may oversee the operation of a 

boiler that:  

 

  (1) (i)  can operate at 30 to 99 horsepower; and  

 

   (ii)  is located in a building open for public use;  

 

  (2) is inspected in accordance with the boiler laws and regulations by 

a special inspector or a deputy boiler inspector;  

 

  (3) if not equipped with a 24 ðhour computerized monitoring system 

and automatic controls, is attended by a Grade 4 licensee as follows:  

 

   (i)  at all times that the boiler is in operation; or  

 

   (ii)  if located in a school:  

 

    1. at all times during regular school hours; and  

 

    2. only when at least 150 students, faculty, or members 

of the public occupy the building wher e the boiler is located during nonregular school 

hours;  

 

  (4) if equipped with a 24 ðhour computerized monitoring system and 

automatic controls, is attended by a Grade 4 licensee as follows:  

 

   (i)  if located in a hospital, hotel, residential facility, or other 

building generally open to the public, is visited at least once every 8 hours that the 

building is open for public use, if the licensee:  

 

    1. is responsible for t he safe operation of such 

equipment at all times;  

 

    2. is available to observe the monitoring equipment or 

devices and make necessary adjustments at least once every 24 hours; and  

 

    3. maint ains a daily inspection log; and  

 

   (ii)  if located in a school, is visited at least once every 8 hours:  
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    1. during regular school hours; and  

 

    2. during nonregul ar school hours when the school 

building in which the boiler is located is occupied by at least 150 students, faculty, or 

members of the public, if the licensee:  

 

    A. is responsible for the safe operation of such 

equipment at all times;  

 

    B. is available to observe the monitoring equipment or 

devices and make necessary adjustments at least once every 24 hours; and  

 

    C. maintains a daily inspection log.  

 

 (c) A Grade 3 stationary engineer licensee may oversee the operation of a 

boiler that:  

 

  (1) can operate at 100 to 299 horsepower;  

 

  (2) is inspected in accordance with the boiler laws and regulati ons by 

a special inspector or a deputy boiler inspector;  

 

  (3) if not equipped with a 24 ðhour computerized monitoring system 

and automatic controls, has a Grade 3 licensee in attendance at all times that the 

boiler is in operat ion; and  

 

  (4) if equipped with a 24 ðhour computerized monitoring system and 

automatic controls, is attended by a Grade 3 licensee as follows:  

 

   (i)  if not located in a building open for public use, does not 

require regular full ðtime attendance or scheduled visitation, if the licensee:  

 

    1. is responsible for the safe operation of such 

equipment at all times;  

 

    2. is available to observe the monitoring equipment or 

devices and make necessary adjustments at least once every 24 hours; and  

 

    3. maintains a daily inspection log; and  

 

   (ii)  if located in a school, hospital, ho tel, residential facility, or 

other building generally open to the public, is visited at least once every 8 hours that 

the building is open for public use, if the licensee:  
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    1. is responsible for the safe operation of such  

equipment at all times;  

 

    2. is available to observe the monitoring equipment or 

devices and make necessary adjustments at least once every 24 hours; and  

 

    3. maintains a daily inspection l og. 

 

 (d) A Grade 2 stationary engineer licensee may oversee the operation of a 

boiler that:  

 

  (1) can operate at 300 to 499 horsepower;  

 

  (2) is inspected in accordance with the boiler laws a nd regulations by 

a special inspector or a deputy boiler inspector;  

 

  (3) if not equipped with a 24 ðhour computerized monitoring system 

and automatic controls, has a Grade 2 licensee in attendance at all times that the 

boiler i s in operation; and  

 

  (4) if equipped with a 24 ðhour computerized monitoring system and 

automatic controls, is attended by a Grade 2 licensee as follows:  

 

   (i)  if not located in a building open for p ublic use, does not 

require regular full ðtime attendance or scheduled visitation, if the licensee:  

 

    1. is responsible for the safe operation of such 

equipment at all times;  

 

    2. is available to observe the monitoring equipment or 

devices and make necessary adjustments at least once every 24 hours; and  

 

    3. maintains a daily inspection log; and  

 

   (ii)  if located in a school, h ospital, hotel, residential facility, or 

other building generally open to the public, is visited at least once every 8 hours that 

the building is open for public use, if the licensee:  

 

    1. is responsible for the safe operat ion of such 

equipment at all times;  

 

    2. is available to observe the monitoring equipment or 

devices and make necessary adjustments at least once every 24 hours; and  
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    3. maintains a daily i nspection log.  

 

 (e) A Grade 1 stationary engineer licensee may oversee the operation of a 

boiler that:  

 

  (1) can operate at 500 or more horsepower;  

 

  (2) is inspected in accordance with the b oiler laws and regulations by 

a special inspector or a deputy boiler inspector;  

 

  (3) if not equipped with a 24 ðhour computerized monitoring system 

and automatic controls, has a Grade 1 licensee in attendance at all times that the 

boiler is in operation; and  

 

  (4) if equipped with a 24 ðhour computerized monitoring system and 

automatic controls and is attended by a Grade 1 licensee as follows:  

 

   (i)  if not located in a buil ding open for public use, does not 

require regular visitation, if the licensee:  

 

    1. is responsible for the safe operation of such 

equipment at all times;  

 

    2. is available to observe the mo nitoring equipment or 

devices and make necessary adjustments at least once every 24 hours; and  

 

    3. maintains a daily inspection log; and  

 

   (ii)  if located in a school, hospital, hotel, residenti al facility, or 

other building generally open to the public, is visited at least once every 8 hours that 

the building is open for public use, if the licensee:  

 

    1. is responsible for the safe operation of such 

equipment at all times;  

 

    2. is available to observe the monitoring equipment or 

devices and make necessary adjustments at least once every 24 hours; and  

 

    3. maintains a daily inspection log.  

 

§6.5ð303. 
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 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this title, to qualify for licensure as a 

stationary engineer, an applicant shall meet the requirements of this section and pass 

an examination administered by the Board.  

 

 (b) In addition to the other qualifications for a license set forth in this 

subtitle, an applicant shall qualify under this section by meeting the educational and 

experience requirements set forth in subsection (c) of this section.  

 

 (c) (1) An applicant for the Grade 1 stationary engineer õs examination 

qualifies under this section if the applicant possesses at least one of the following 

qualifications:  

 

   (i)  5 years of documented experien ce as an active Grade 2 

stationary engineer under the direction and control of a Grade 1 stationary engineer, 

toward which an applicant may receive:  

 

    1. 1 year of credit for 6 credit hours of classes or 

continuing educatio n units in boiler safety or operations; and  

 

    2. 1 year of credit for holding a current active license 

as a: 

 

    A. master plumber;  

 

    B. master heating, ventil ation, air ðconditioning, and 

refrigeration contractor; or  

 

    C. master restricted heating, ventilation, air ð

conditioning, or refrigeration contractor;  

 

   (ii)  a 4ðyear degree in m echanical engineering from an 

accredited university or college;  

 

   (iii)  licensure as a professional engineer including:  

 

    1. 1 year of documented experience as a professional 

engineer; and  

 

    2. 1 year of documented experience as a Grade 2 

stationary engineer under the direction and control of a Grade 1 stationary engineer; 

or 
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   (iv)  a valid marine engineer õs certificate or a chief petty officer õs 

certificate from the United States Navy with documentation of steam boiler engineer 

training.  

 

  (2) An applicant for a Grade 2 stationary engineer õs examination 

qualifies under this section if the applican t possesses at least one of the following 

qualifications:  

 

   (i)  36 months of documented experience as an active Grade 3 

engineer under the direction and control of a licensed Grade 2 or Grade 1 stationary 

engineer, that may incl ude: 

 

    1. 1 year of credit for 6 credit hours of classes or 

continuing education units in boiler safety or operations; and  

 

    2. 1 year of credit for holding a current active license 

as a: 

 

    A. master plumber;  

 

    B. master heating, ventilation, air ðconditioning, and 

refrigeration contractor; or  

 

    C. master restricted heating, ventilation, ai rð

conditioning, or refrigeration contractor;  

 

   (ii)  a 4ðyear degree in mechanical engineering from an 

accredited university or college;  

 

   (iii)  licensure as a professional engineer and 6 m onths of 

documented experience as a Grade 3, Grade 4, or Grade 5 stationary engineer; or  

 

   (iv)  a valid marine engineer õs certificate or chief petty officer õs 

certificate from the United States Navy.  

 

  (3) An applicant for a Grade 3 stationary engineer õs examination 

qualifies under this section if the applicant possesses at least one of the following 

qualifications:  

 

   (i)  2 years of documented experience as an a ctive Grade 4 or 

Grade 5 stationary engineer;  
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   (ii)  1 year of documented experience as an active Grade 4 or 

Grade 5 engineer and 6 credit hours or continuing education units of classes in boiler 

operations or safety; or  

 

   (iii)  a valid marine engineer õs certificate or chief petty officer õs 

certificate from the United States Navy.  

 

  (4) An applicant for a Grade 4 stationary engineer õs examination 

qualifies under  this section if the applicant possesses at least one of the following 

qualifications:  

 

   (i)  6 months of documented experience as an active Grade 5 

stationary engineer; or  

 

   (ii)  3 credit hours or con tinuing education units of classes in 

boiler operations or safety.  

 

  (5) An applicant for a Grade 5 stationary engineer õs examination 

qualifies under this section if the applicant possesses a high school diploma or 

graduate equ ivalence diploma.  

 

§6.5ð303.1. 

 

 (a) The Board may authorize an applicant to take a license examination if 

the Board determines that the work experience of the applicant is substantially 

equivalent to the work experie nce requirements of a licensee for the license level 

requested by the applicant.  

 

 (b) In evaluating the work experience of an applicant, the Board shall 

consider: 

 

  (1) the size of the operation or plant at which t he applicant acquired 

the work experience;  

 

  (2) the type of machinery the applicant used in acquiring the work 

experience; and 

 

  (3) (i)  the job responsibilities or duties of the applicant; and  

 

   (ii)  the time period in which the applicant held each job 

responsibility or duty.  
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 (c) An applicant may receive not more than 2 years of work experience 

credit under this section if the Board determines that the work e xperience is acquired 

through:  

 

  (1) a formal course of study; or  

 

  (2) professional training.  

 

§6.5ð304. 

 

 (a) An applicant for a license shall:  

 

  (1) submit to the Board:  

 

   (i)  an application on the form that the Board provides; and  

 

   (ii)  any relevant document that the Board requires; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board or the Bo ardõs designee: 

 

   (i)  a nonrefundable application fee set by the Board; and  

 

   (ii)  an examination fee set by the Board in an amount not to 

exceed the cost of the required examination.  

 

 (b) An application shall be made under oath.  

 

 (c) If the Board finds that an application form and the accompanying 

documentation do not demonstrate that the applicant meets the requirements for a 

license under this subtitle, th e Board may require the applicant to submit additional 

information or documentation.  

 

§6.5ð305. 

 

 (a) The Board shall examine all engineers who are at least 18 years old and 

who otherwise qualify for examination.  

 

 (b) The Board periodically shall offer the examinations required under this 

subtitle to qualified applicants at the times and places that the Board determines.  

 

 (c) The Board shall give each qualified applicant notice of the time and 

place of examination.  
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 (d) The Board shall determine the subjects, scope, and form of and passing 

scores for examinations given under this subtitle.  

 

§6.5ð306. 

 

 (a) The Board may use a  testing service to administer the examination 

required under this subtitle.  

 

 (b) If the Board uses a testing service, the testing service, subject to the 

requirements set by the Board, shall:  

 

  (1) set the time an d place of the examination;  

 

  (2) give qualified applicants notice of the time and place of the 

examination;  

 

  (3) charge an examination fee not to exceed the cost of administering 

the examination; and  

 

  (4) furnish any information that the Board may require the testing 

service to provide.  

 

§6.5ð306.1. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, the Board may authorize an 

applicant to take an exa mination for:  

 

  (1) a Grade 1 stationary engineer license if the individual lawfully 

provided stationary engineering services in the State in accordance with § 6.5ð302(e) 

of this subtitle for 5 or more consecutive years im mediately prior to the date of 

application;  

 

  (2) a Grade 2 stationary engineer license if the individual lawfully 

provided stationary engineering services in the State in accordance with § 6.5ð302(d) 

of this subtitle for 3 or more consecutive years immediately prior to the date of 

application;  

 

  (3) a Grade 3 stationary engineer license if the individual lawfully 

provided stationary engineering services in the State in accordance with § 6.5ð302(c) 

of this subtitle for 2 or more consecutive years immediately prior to the date of 

application; or  

 

  (4) a Grade 4 stationary engineer license if the individual lawfully 

provided stationary engineering services in the State i n accordance with § 6.5ð302(b) 
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of this subtitle for 6 or more consecutive months immediately prior to the date of 

application.  

 

 (b) The Board may authorize an individual to take an examination under 

this section only if the ap plicant submits to the Board:  

 

  (1) an examination application on the form that the Board provides;  

 

  (2) an application fee set by the Board;  

 

  (3) proof of eligibility for the applicabl e application; and  

 

  (4) an application for the applicable license in accordance with the 

provisions of this title.  

 

§6.5ð307. 

 

 (a) Subject to the limitations in subsections (b) and (c) of this  section, on the 

affirmative vote of a majority of its voting members then serving, the Board may 

waive the examination requirements of this title for an individual who is licensed in 

another state or in a locality in another state to provide stationary en gineer services.  

 

 (b) The Board may grant a waiver under this section only if the applicant:  

 

  (1) pays to the Board the nonrefundable application fee required 

under § 6.5ð304 of this subtitle; and  

 

  (2) provides adequate evidence that the applicant:  

 

   (i)  meets the qualifications otherwise required by this 

subtitle;  

 

   (ii)  holds an active license in good standing in the other state 

or the locality;  

 

   (iii)  holds a license that is equivalent to the State license; and  

 

   (iv)  became licensed in the other state or the locality after 

meeting the state õs or locality õs requirements that are at least equivalent to the 

licensing requirements of the State, including the number of years of work experience 

equivalent to the experience required under § 6.5ð303(c) of this subtitle.  

 

 (c) The Board  may grant a waiver only if the state or the locality in which 

the applicant is licensed waives the examination of licensees of this State to a similar 
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extent as the State waives the examination requirements for individuals licensed in 

that state or locali ty.  

 

 (d) (1) In this subsection, òBRACó means the Base Realignment and 

Closure process as announced by the United States Department of Defense.  

 

  (2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a ), (b), and (c) of 

this section, the Board shall grant a waiver to an applicant who files a request before 

July 1, 2012, if the applicant:  

 

   (i)  pays to the Board the nonrefundable application fee 

required under § 6.5ð304 of this subtitle;  

 

   (ii)  holds an active stationary engineer õs license in good 

standing from Virginia or New Jersey, or from a locality of one of those states, that is 

equivalent to the State license;  

 

   (iii)  has experience in the provision of stationary engineer 

services that meets the time requirements of § 6.5ð303 of this subtitle; and  

 

   (iv)  has relocated to the State as a family member of a BRAC 

employee. 

 

§6.5ð308. 

 

 (a) The use of unauthorized material by an applicant during an 

examination shall cause the immediate rejection of the application and shall bar the 

applicant from reexamination for at least 1 year . 

 

 (b) (1) An applicant who fails an examination or fails to appear for a 

scheduled examination shall file a new application and pay a new application fee.  

 

  (2) An examination fee is nonrefundable.  

 

 (c) An applicant who takes an examination required by this title shall be 

notified of the results of the examination as soon as practicable.  

 

 (d) If an applicant fails an examination given under this subtitle, the 

applicant may retake the examination.  

 

§6.5ð309. 

 

 (a) If an applicant qualifies for a license under this subtitle, the Board shall 

send the applicant a notice that states that:  
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  (1) the applicant has qualif ied for a license; and  

 

  (2) the Board will issue a license to the applicant on receipt of the 

appropriate license fee required under § 6.5-207 of this title.  

 

 (b) On payment of the license fee, the Board shal l issue a license to each 

applicant who meets the requirements of this subtitle.  

 

 (c) The Board shall include on each license that the Board issues:  

 

  (1) the full name of the licensee;  

 

  (2) the license grade level; and  

 

  (3) the registration number assigned by the Board to the licensee.  

 

§6.5ð310. 

 

 While a license is in effect, it authorizes the licensee to provide stationary 

engineer services in accordance with the licensee õs grade level.  

 

§6.5ð311. 

 

 A licensee shall provide the Board written notice of any change of name or 

address from the name or address that appears on the current license,  at least 10 

working days before the change is to take effect.  

 

§6.5ð312. 

 

 (a) Except as provided in subsection (e) of this section and unless a license 

is renewed for a 2 -year term as provided in this section, the l icense expires every 

other year on the anniversary of the date of issuance of the license.  

 

 (b) (1) At least 1 month before a license expires, the Board shall mail or 

electronically transmit to the licensee:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current license expires; and  
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    2. the amount of the renewal fee a s required under § 

6.5ð207 of this title.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

licensee, at the last known addres s of the licensee, the materials required under 

paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

  (3) The failure of a licensee to  receive the notice as provided for in 

this subsection does not prevent the license from expiring as specified under 

subsection (a) of this section.  

 

 (c) Before a license expires, the licensee periodically may renew it for an 

additional 2-year term, if the licensee:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to be licensed;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board the appropriate license renewal fee required 

under § 6.5-207 of this title; and  

 

  (3) submits to the Board a renewal application on the form that the 

Board provides.  

 

 (d) (1) The Board shall renew the license of and issue a renewal 

certificate to each licensee who meets the requirements of this section.  

 

  (2) The Board shall include on each renewal certificate that the 

Board issues the date on which the current license expires.  

 

 (e) The Secretary may determine that licenses issued under this subtitle 

shall expire on a stagger ed basis. 

 

§6.5ð313. 

 

 (a) The Board shall reinstate the license of an individual who, for any 

reason, has failed to renew the license, if the individual:  

 

  (1) applies to the Board for reinstat ement within 2 years after the 

license expires;  

 

  (2) meets the renewal requirements of § 6.5ð312 of this subtitle and 

pays to the Board all past due renewal fees; and  
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  (3) except as otherwise provi ded in subsection (c) of this section, pays 

to the Board a reinstatement fee set by the Board, in addition to all past due renewal 

fees. 

 

 (b) (1) If an individual has failed to renew a license for any reason and 

then applies to the B oard for reinstatement more than 2 years after the license has 

expired, the Board may:  

 

   (i)  require the individual to reapply for a license in the same 

manner as an applicant applies for an original license under this subtitle;  or 

 

   (ii)  subject to paragraph (2) of this subsection, reinstate the 

license. 

 

  (2) The Board may reinstate a license under paragraph (1)(ii) of this 

subsection only if the individual:  

 

   (i)  meets the renewal requirements of § 6.5ð312 of this 

subtitle and pays to the Board all past due renewal fees;  

 

   (ii)  if required by the Board, states reasons why reinstatement 

should be granted; and  

 

   (iii)  except as otherwise provided in subsection (c) of this 

section, pays to the Board a reinstatement fee set by the Board, in addition to all past 

due renewal fees.  

 

 (c) The Board may waive a reinstatement f ee for a licensee who provides 

evidence satisfactory to the Board that the licensee did not provide stationary 

engineer services during the time the license lapsed.  

 

§6.5ð314. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the hearing prov isions of § 6.5-315 of this subtitle, the 

Board, on the affirmative vote of a majority of its members then serving, may deny a 

license to any applicant, reprimand any licensee, or suspend or revoke a license if the 

applicant or licensee:  

 

   (i)  fraudulently or deceptively obtains or attempts to obtain a 

license for the applicant or licensee or for another;  

 

   (ii)  fraudulently or deceptively uses a license;  
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   (iii)  under the laws of the United States or of any state, is 

convicted of: 

 

    1. a felony; or  

 

    2. a misdemeanor that is directly related to the fitness 

and qualification of the applicant or licensee to  provide services as a stationary 

engineer;  

 

   (iv)  fails to control or supervise adequately a person who, while 

under the supervision of a licensee, provides services as a stationary engineer;  

 

   (v) permits a licensee to provide services as a stationary 

engineer outside the scope of that individual õs license grade; 

 

   (vi)  permits an individual to provide services as a stationary 

engineer without the appropriate license  issued by the Board;  

 

   (vii)  is under the influence of drugs or alcohol while operating 

an engine, boiler, or other type of power equipment;  

 

   (viii)  is guilty of negligence, incompetence, or miscond uct while 

providing stationary engineer services;  

 

   (ix)  violates any regulation adopted under this title; or  

 

   (x) violates any provision of this title.  

 

  (2) (i)  Instead o f or in addition to reprimanding a licensee or 

suspending or revoking a license under this subsection, the Board may impose a 

penalty not exceeding $5,000 for each violation.  

 

   (ii)  To determine the amount of the penalty imposed  under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

    1. the seriousness of the violation;  

 

    2. the harm caused by the violation;  

 

    3. the good faith of the li censee; and 

 

    4. any history of previous violations by the licensee.  
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  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

 (b) The Board shall consider the following facts in the granting, denial, 

renewal, suspension, or revocation of a license or the reprimand of a licensee when 

an applicant or licensee is convicted of a felony or misdemeanor described in 

subsection (a)(1)(iii) of  this section:  

 

  (1) the nature of the crime;  

 

  (2) the relationship of the crime to the activities authorized by the 

license; 

 

  (3) with respect to a felony, the relevance of the convict ion to the 

fitness and qualification of the applicant or licensee to provide services as a stationary 

engineer;  

 

  (4) the length of time since the conviction; and  

 

  (5) the behavior and activities of the applic ant or licensee before and 

after the conviction.  

 

§6.5ð315. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 6.5-314 of this sub title, it shall 

give the individual against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a 

hearing before the Board.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Governm ent Article.  

 

 (c) If, after due notice, the individual against whom the action is 

contemplated fails or refuses to appear, the Board may hear and determine the 

matter.  

 

§6.5ð316. 

 

 A person aggrieved by  a final action of the Board may take an appeal as 

specified under §§ 10-222 and 10-223 of the State Government Article.  

 

§6.5ð401. 
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 Except as otherwise provided in this title, a person may not perform, attempt  

to perform, or offer to perform the functions of a stationary engineer in the State 

unless licensed by the Board in the appropriate grade to provide such services.  

 

§6.5ð402. 

 

 A person may not:  

 

   (1) use or attempt to use the license of another individual; or  

 

  (2) impersonate another individual who holds a license.  

 

§6.5ð403. 

 

 (a) A person may not allow an individual to provide servic es as a stationary 

engineer if the individual does not hold an appropriate license issued by the Board.  

 

 (b) A person may not allow an individual to provide services as a stationary 

engineer outside the scope of that individual õs license grade. 

 

§6.5ð404. 

 

 (a) A person who violates § 6.5-401, § 6.5-402, or § 6.5-403 of this subtitle is 

guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to:  

 

  (1) a fine n ot exceeding $1,000 or imprisonment not exceeding 6 

months or both; and  

 

  (2) on a second or subsequent conviction, a fine not exceeding $5,000 

or imprisonment not exceeding 2 years or both.  

 

 (b) (1) Except as otherwise provided by this title, the Board may impose 

on a person who violates any provision of this title a penalty not exceeding $5,000 for 

each violation.  

 

  (2) In setting the amount of the penalty, the Board shall consider:  

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the violation;  

 

   (ii)  the harm caused by the violation;  

 

   (iii)  the good faith of the violator;  

 

   (iv)  any history of previ ous violations by the violator; and  
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   (v) any other relevant factors.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

§6.5ð501. 

 

 This title may be cited as the òMaryland Stationary Engineers Act ó. 

 

§6.5ð502. 

 

 Subject to the evaluation and reestablishment provisions of the Maryland 

Program Evaluation Act, this title a nd all regulations adopted under this title shall 

terminate and be of no effect after July 1, 2024.  

 

§7ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) òBoardó means the State Board of Foresters.  

 

 (c) (1) Notwithstanding § 5ð101 of the Natural Resources Article, 

òforestryó means the application, for compensation, of scientific techniques to the 

planting, conserva tion, protection, and management of trees and related resources 

for their continuing use, whether found in large numbers and areas commonly known 

as forests, woodlands, and woodlots or in small groupings and individual trees in 

suburban and urban settings.  

 

  (2) òForestryó includes:  

 

   (i)  consultation, investigation, evaluation, or planning of any 

forestry activity that is described under paragraph (1) of this subsection; or  

 

   (ii)  having responsibility for any forestry activity that is 

described under paragraph (1) of this subsection.  

 

  (3) òForestryó does not include:  

 

   (i)  the services of a tree expert, as defined under § 5ð415(c) of 

the Natural Resources Article;  

 

   (ii)  practices and services generally provided by:  
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    1. an arboriculturist;  

 

    2. a gardener; 

 

    3. a horticulturist;  

 

    4. a landscape contractor;  

 

    5. a landscape gardener;  

 

    6. a nurseryman; or  

 

    7. an orchardist; or  

 

   (iii)  the cutting, hauling, handling, or processing of forest 

products.  

 

 (d) òLicenseó means, unless the context requires otherwise, a license issued 

by the  Board to practice forestry.  

 

 (e) òLicensed foresteró means, unless the context requires otherwise, an 

individual who is licensed by the Board to practice forestry.  

 

§7ð102. 

 

 The purposes of this title are to benefit and protect the public and to promote 

the public welfare by regulating persons who practice forestry in the State.  

 

§7ð201. 

 

 There is a State Board of Foresters in the Department.  

 

§7ð202. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board consists of 7 members.  

 

  (2) Of the 7 members of the Board:  

 

   (i)  5 shall be licensed foresters; and  

 

   (ii)  2 shall b e consumer members. 

 

  (3) The Governor shall appoint the members with the advice and 

consent of the Senate.  
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  (4) The Governor shall appoint each of the licensed forester members 

from a list of at least 3 names  of licensed foresters submitted to the Governor by the 

Maryland members of the Maryland -Delaware Division of the Allegheny Society of 

American Foresters.  

 

 (b) Each member of the Board shall be:  

 

  (1) a citizen of the United States; and  

 

  (2) a resident of the State for at least 3 years.  

 

 (c) Each licensed forester member of the Board shall have practiced forestry 

for at least 10 years.  

 

 (d) Each consumer member of the Board:  

 

  (1) shall be a member of the general public;  

 

  (2) may not be a licensee or otherwise be subject to regulation by the 

Board;  

 

  (3) may not be required to meet the q ualifications for the professional 

members of the Board; and  

 

  (4) may not, within 1 year before appointment, have had a financial 

interest in or have received compensation from a person regulated by the Board.  

 

 (e) While a member of the Board, a consumer member may not:  

 

  (1) have a financial interest in or receive compensation from a person 

regulated by the Board; or  

 

  (2) grade any examination given by or for the Boar d. 

 

 (f) Before taking office, each appointee to the Board shall take the oath 

required by Article I, § 9 of the Maryland Constitution.  

 

 (g) (1) The term of a member is 5 years and begins on July 1.  

 

  (2) The terms of members are staggered as required by the terms 

provided for members of the Board on October 1, 1989.  
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  (3) At the end of a term, a member continues to serve until a 

successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (4) A member who is appointed after a term has begun serves only 

for the rest of the term and until a successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

 (h) (1) The Governor may remove a member for:  

 

   (i)  incompetence; 

 

   (ii)  misconduct; or  

 

   (iii)  habitual or willful neglect of duty.  

 

  (2) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection and subject 

to paragr aph (4) of this subsection, a member shall be considered to have resigned if 

the member did not attend at least two ðthirds of the Board meetings held during any 

consecutive 12ðmonth period while the member was serving on the Board.  

 

  (3) The Governor may waive a member õs resignation and allow the 

member to continue serving if the member has been unable to attend meetings for 

reasons satisfactory to the Governor and the reasons are made public.  

 

  (4) In accordance with § 8ð501 of the State Government Article, the 

chairman shall provide notice to the Governor and the Governor shall appoint a 

successor. 

 

§7ð203. 

 

 (a) From among its members, the Boa rd annually shall elect a chairman, a 

vice chairman, and a secretary.  

 

 (b) The manner of election of officers shall be as the Board determines.  

 

 (c) The secretary of the Board shall be covered by a surety bond in the f orm 

and amount required by law.  

 

§7ð204. 

 

 (a) A majority of the authorized membership of the Board is a quorum.  

 

 (b) (1) The Board shall meet at least twice a year, at the times and places 

that  the Board determines.  
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  (2) The Board may hold special meetings as provided in its bylaws, 

but the Board may not hold more than 1 meeting in a calendar month.  

 

 (c) A member of the Board:  

 

  (1) may not receive compensation; but  

 

  (2) is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard 

State Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.  

 

 (d) The Board may employ a staff in accordance wit h the State budget.  

 

§7ð205. 

 

 (a) Subject to the State budget, the Board may employ an investigative staff 

to investigate a charge that is made against a licensed forester and alleges facts that 

constitute:  

 

  (1) a ground for disciplinary action under this title; or  

 

  (2) a violation of this title.  

 

 (b) The Board may administer oaths.  

 

 (c) (1) The Board may issue a subpoena for the  attendance of a witness 

to testify or the production of evidence in connection with:  

 

   (i)  a disciplinary action under § 7-309 of this title; or  

 

   (ii)  a proceeding brought for an alleged violat ion of this title.  

 

  (2) A subpoena shall be signed by the chairman of the Board and 

sealed with the seal of the Board.  

 

  (3) If a person fails to comply with a subpoena issued under this 

subsection, on petitio n of the Board, a circuit court may compel compliance with the 

subpoena. 

 

§7ð206. 

 

 (a) In addition to any powers set forth elsewhere, the Board may adopt:  

 

  (1) any bylaw for the conduct of the  proceedings of the Board; and  
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  (2) any regulation to carry out this title.  

 

 (b) In addition to any duties set forth elsewhere, the Board:  

 

  (1) shall administer this title;  

 

  (2) shall adopt a seal; and  

 

  (3) shall keep a record of its proceedings.  

 

 (c) The Board shall keep a record that, for each application for a license, 

shows: 

 

  (1) the applicant õs: 

 

   (i)  name; 

 

   (ii)  age; 

 

   (iii)  residence; 

 

   (iv)  place of business; and 

 

   (v) educational and other qualificat ions; 

 

  (2) the date of the application;  

 

  (3) whether the applicant was required to take an examination;  

 

  (4) the action of the Board on the application;  

 

  (5) th e reason for the action; and  

 

  (6) any other information the Board considers necessary.  

 

 (d) The Board shall:  

 

  (1) keep a list of all licensed foresters that shows the name and place 

of business of each licensee; 

 

  (2) provide a copy of the list:  

 

   (i)  on request, to any member of the public; and  
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   (ii)  every 2 years, on or before March 31, to:  

 

    1. each licensee; and 

 

    2. the Secretary of State.  

 

 (e) (1) With the advice of the established forestry associations, the Board 

shall adopt, by regulation, a code of ethics for practici ng forestry.  

 

  (2) The Board shall distribute a copy of the code of ethics:  

 

   (i)  to each applicant for a license; and  

 

   (ii)  on each renewal of a license, to each licensee.  

 

 (f) The Board shall adopt regulations that implement the continuing 

education requirement set forth in § 7-308(c)(2) of this title.  

 

§7ð207. 

 

 The Board shall pay all money collected under this title  into the General Fund 

of the State.  

 

§7ð208. 

 

 The Board exercises its powers, duties, and functions subject to the authority 

of the Secretary.  

 

§7ð301. 

 

 Except as otherwise provided i n this title, an individual shall be licensed by 

the Board before the individual may practice forestry in the State.  

 

§7ð302. 

 

 An individual who meets the educational requirements but does not meet the 

experience require ments under § 7-304 of this subtitle may practice forestry without 

a license if the individual practices forestry under the responsible charge of a licensed 

forester.  

 

§7ð303. 

 

 An individual who is licensed to pract ice forestry in another state or country 

may practice forestry in this State without a license if:  
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   (1) the state or country in which the individual is licensed waives the 

license requirements for licensees of this State to a simil ar extent as this State waives 

the license requirements for individuals licensed in that state or country;  

 

  (2) the individual submits to the Board evidence that the individual 

is licensed in the other state or country; and  

 

  (3) the individual:  

 

   (i)  is not a resident of this State and does not maintain a place 

of business in this State; or  

 

   (ii)  has become a resident of this State within the preceding 6  

months.  

 

§7ð304. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a license, an applicant shall be an individual who meets 

the requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) An applicant shall have been graduated on completion of a 4 -year 

curriculum in forestry from a college or university that is approved by the Board or 

accredited by the Society of American Foresters.  

 

 (c) The applicant shall have at least 2 years of experience in forestry that 

indicates to the Board that the applicant is competent to practice forestry.  

 

§7ð305. 

 

 (a) An applicant for a license shall:  

 

  (1) submit to the Board an application on the form that the Board 

provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board an application fee of $45.  

 

 (b) (1) In addition to any other information required on an application 

form, the form shall require:  

 

   (i)  a statement about the education of the applicant;  

 

   (ii)  a statement about the experience of the applicant in 

practicing forestry; and  
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   (iii)  a list of at least 5 references, which shall include at least 3 

foresters who have person al or professional knowledge of the applicant õs experience 

in practicing forestry.  

 

  (2) An application shall be made under oath.  

 

§7ð306. 

 

 (a) If an applicant qualifies for a license und er this subtitle, the Board shall 

mail or electronically transmit to the applicant a notice that states that:  

 

  (1) the applicant has qualified for a license;  

 

  (2) on receipt of a $55 license fee, the Board wi ll issue a license to the 

applicant; and  

 

  (3) if the applicant fails to pay the license fee within 30 days after 

receipt of the notice, the applicant forfeits the right to be issued a license and, to 

obtain a license, may be require d to submit a new application and to pay a new 

application fee.  

 

 (b) (1) On payment of the license fee, the Board shall issue a license to 

each applicant who meets the requirements of this subtitle.  

 

  (2) If an  applicant fails to pay the license fee within 30 days after the 

receipt of notice that the applicant has qualified, the Board may:  

 

   (i)  deny the applicant a license under that application; and  

 

   (ii)  require the applicant to submit a new application and 

again to pay the application fee required under § 7-305 of this subtitle.  

 

 (c) The Board shall include on each license that the Board issues:  

 

  (1) the f ull name of the licensee;  

 

  (2) the registration number assigned by the Board to the licensee; 

and 

 

  (3) the signature of the chairman of the Board.  

 

 (d) Subject to any regulation that the Bo ard adopts, it shall replace any lost, 

mutilated, or destroyed license certificate on:  
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  (1) request of the licensee; and  

 

  (2) payment of a replacement fee of $5.  

 

§7ð307. 

 

 While a license is in effect, it authorizes the licensee to practice forestry.  

 

§7ð308. 

 

 (a) Unless a license is renewed for a 2 ðyear term as provided in this section, 

the license expires on the first September  30 that comes:  

 

  (1) after the effective date of the license; and  

 

  (2) in an evenðnumbered year.  

 

 (b) (1) At least 30 days before a license expires, the Board shall mail or 

electr onically transmit to the licensee:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current license expires; and  

 

    2. the amount of the renewal fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

licensee, at the last known  address of the licensee, the materials required under 

paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (c) (1) Before a license expires, the licensee periodically may renew it for 

an additional 2 ðyear term, if the licensee:  

 

   (i)  otherwise is entitled to be licensed;  

 

   (ii)  except as provided in subsection (d) of this sec tion, pays to 

the Board a renewal fee of $100; and  
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   (iii)  submits to the Board a renewal application on the form 

that the Board provides.  

 

  (2) (i)  1. Except as provided in subsubparagraph 2 of th is 

subparagraph, the Board may not renew a license unless the licensee meets the 

continuing education requirements of this section.  

 

    2. The continuing education requirement does not 

apply to:  

 

    A. the first renewal of a license by a licensee; or  

 

    B. a licensee who has inactive status or who has 

applied for inactive status.  

 

   (ii)  To qualify for renewal of a license, for each 2 ðyear license 

term of a license, a licensee shall complete successfully at least 8 hours of instruction 

provided through programs that the Board approves.  

 

 (d) A licensee serving on active duty in the armed forces of the United States 

is exempt from the renewal fee required by this section.  

 

 (e) The Board shall renew the license of each licensee who meets the 

requirements of this section.  

 

 (f) The Secretary may determine that licenses issued under t his subtitle 

shall expire on a staggered basis.  

 

 (g) (1) A licensee may apply to the Board for inactive status.  

 

  (2) The Board shall grant inactive status to a licensee if the licensee:  

 

   (i)  otherwise is entitled to be licensed; and  

 

   (ii)  pays to the Board an inactive license fee of $25.  

 

  (3) An individual may return to active status if the individual meets 

the requirements for re newal of a license under this section.  

 

§7ð309. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 7-311 of this subtitle, the 

Board, on the affirmative vote of a majority of its authorized members, may deny a 
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license to any applicant, reprimand any licensee, or suspend or revoke a license if the 

applicant or licensee:  

 

   (i)  fraudulently or deceptively obtains or attempts to obtain a 

license for the applicant or licensee or for anothe r;  

 

   (ii)  fraudulently or deceptively uses a license;  

 

   (iii)  is guilty of gross negligence, incompetence, or misconduct 

in practicing forestry;  

 

   (iv)  under the laws of th e United States or of any state is 

convicted of: 

 

    1. a felony; or  

 

    2. a misdemeanor that is directly related to the fitness 

and qualification of the applicant or licensee to practice fores try;  

 

   (v) has had a license to practice forestry in another state 

revoked or suspended by the other state for a cause that would justify revocation or 

suspension under this title, except for the failure to pay a license or regi stration 

renewal fee;  

 

   (vi)  knowingly violates any provision of the code of ethics 

adopted by the Board; or  

 

   (vii)  knowingly violates any provision of this title.  

 

  (2) (i)  Instead of or in addition to reprimanding a licensee or 

suspending or revoking a license under this subsection, the Board may impose a 

penalty not exceeding $5,000 for each violation.  

 

   (ii)  To determine the amount of the pena lty imposed under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

    1. the seriousness of the violation;  

 

    2. the harm caused by the violation;  

 

    3. the good fait h of the licensee; and  

 

    4. any history of previous violations by the licensee.  
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  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

 (b) The Board shall consider the following facts in the granting, denial, 

renewal, suspension, or revocation of a license or the reprimand of a licensee when 

an applicant or licensee is convicted of a felony or misdemeanor described in 

subsection (a)(1)(iv) of this section:  

 

  (1) the nature of the crime;  

 

  (2) the relationship of the crime to the activities authorized by the 

license; 

 

  (3) with respect to a felony, the relevance of t he conviction to the 

fitness and qualification of the applicant or licensee to practice forestry;  

 

  (4) the length of time since the conviction; and  

 

  (5) the behavior and activities of the applicant or license e before and 

after the conviction.  

 

§7ð310. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board shall commence 

proceedings under § 7-309 of this subtitle on complaint made to the Board by a 

member of the B oard or any other person.  

 

 (b) (1) A complaint shall be:  

 

   (i)  in writing; and  

 

   (ii)  submitted to the secretary of the Board.  

 

  (2) If the complaint is m ade by any person other than a member of 

the Board, the complaint shall be made under oath by the person who submits the 

complaint.  

 

 (c) If the Board finds that a complaint alleges facts that are adequate 

grounds for action under § 7-309 of this subtitle, the Board shall act on the complaint 

as provided under § 7-311 of this subtitle. If the Board does not make that finding, it 

shall dismiss the complaint.  

 

§7ð311. 
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 (a) (1) Except as otherwise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 7-309 of this subtitle, it shall 

give the individual against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a 

hearing before the Bo ard.  

 

  (2) A hearing shall be held within 3 months after the complaint is 

made. 

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) At least 30 days before the hearing, the hearing notice and a copy of the 

complaint shall be:  

 

  (1) served personally on the individual; or  

 

  (2) sent by certified mail to the last known addres s of the individual.  

 

 (d) The individual may be represented at the hearing by counsel.  

 

 (e) If, after due notice, the person against whom the action is contemplated 

fails or refuses to appear, nevertheless the Board ma y hear and determine the matter.  

 

§7ð312. 

 

 Any person aggrieved by a final decision of the Board in a contested case, as 

defined in § 10-202 of the State Government Article, may take an appeal as allowed 

in §§ 10-222 and 10-223 of the State Government Article.  

 

§7ð313. 

 

 (a) Subject to any regulation that the Board adopts, the Board may 

reinstate a license that has been revoked.  

 

 (b) A license may be  reinstated under this section only on:  

 

  (1) the basis of evidence submitted to the Board after the revocation 

and not available, before the revocation, to the individual seeking reinstatement;  

 

  (2) the affir mative vote of a majority of the authorized members of 

the Board; and  

 

  (3) payment to the Board of a fee of $5.  

 



 

 - 238 - 

§7ð401. 

 

 (a) Each licensed forester shall obtain a seal for use as required und er § 7-

402 of this subtitle.  

 

 (b) The seal shall:  

 

  (1) be of a design determined by the Board; and  

 

  (2) include:  

 

   (i)  the legend òLicensed Foresteró; and 

 

   (ii)  the name of the licensed forester who holds the seal.  

 

§7ð402. 

 

 Before a licensed forester issues to any person any plan, map, specification, or 

report, the licensed forester  who prepared or approved the document shall endorse 

on the document the licensed forester õs: 

 

   (1) name; 

 

  (2) registration number; and  

 

  (3) seal. 

 

§7ð501. 

 

 Except as otherwise provided in this title, a person may not practice, attempt 

to practice, or offer to practice forestry in the State unless licensed by the Board.  

 

§7ð502. 

 

 Unless authorized under this t itle to practice forestry, a person may not 

represent to the public, by use of a title, including òlicensed foresteró, òprofessional 

foresteró, òregistered professional forester ó, or òregistered forester ó, by description of 

services, methods, or procedures, or otherwise, that the person is authorized to 

practice forestry in the State.  

 

§7ð503. 

 

 An individual may not use or attempt to use the license of another.  
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§7ð504. 

 

 (a) Unless a document is prepared by or under the responsible charge of a 

licensed forester, the licensed forester may not endorse the document as provided 

under § 7-402 of this title.  

 

 (b) While  the license of an individual is suspended, revoked, or expired, a 

person may not endorse a document, as provided under § 7-402 of this title, with the 

name, seal, or registration number of the individual.  

 

§7ð505. 

 

 A person may not give false information to the Board in an attempt to obtain 

a license. 

 

§7ð506. 

 

 (a) A person who violates any provision of this title is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fi ne not exceeding $5,000. 

 

 (b) (1) The Board may impose on a person who violates any provision of 

this title a penalty not exceeding $5,000 for each violation.  

 

  (2) In setting the amount of the penalty, the Boa rd shall consider:  

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the violation;  

 

   (ii)  the harm caused by the violation;  

 

   (iii)  the good faith of the violator;  

 

   (iv)  any history of previous violations by the violator; and  

 

   (v) any other relevant factors.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

§7ð601. 

 

 This title may be cited as the òMaryland Foresters Act ó. 

 

§7ð602. 
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 Subject to the evaluation and reestablishment provisions of the Maryland 

Program Evaluation Act, this  title and all regulations adopted under this title shall 

terminate and be of no effect after July 1, 2025.  

 

§8ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) òBoardó means the State Board of Certified Interior Designers.  

 

 (c) òCertificate ó means a certificate issued by the Board to use the title 

òcertified interior designer ó. 

 

 (d) òCertifi cate feeó means, as applicable, the fee paid in connection with 

the issuance and renewal of a certificate and issuance of a reciprocal certificate.  

 

 (e) òCertified interior design services ó means interior design service s 

provided by a certified interior designer.  

 

 (f) òCertified interior designer ó means an interior designer who is certified 

by the Board.  

 

 (g) òDesign coordination ó means the review and coordina tion of services 

provided by individuals licensed or certified under Titles 3, 8, 9, 14, and 15 of this 

article.  

 

 (h) òInterior design services ó means rendering or offering to render services 

for a fee or other valuable consi deration, in the preparation and administration of 

interior design documents (including drawings, schedules and specifications) which 

pertain to the planning and design of interior spaces including furnishings, layouts, 

fixtures, cabinetry, lighting fixtur es, finishes, materials, and interior construction not 

materially related to or materially affecting the building systems, all of which shall 

comply with applicable laws, codes, regulations, and standards. The scope of work 

described herein shall not be co nstrued as authorizing the planning and design of 

engineering and architectural interior construction as related to the building 

systems, including structural, electrical, plumbing, heating, ventilating, air 

conditioning or mechanical systems and shall not  be construed as authorizing the 

practice of architecture or engineering as defined in Title 3 or Title 14 of this article. 

The interior design plans as described above are not to be construed as those 

architectural plans which may be required to be filed with any county or municipality.  

 

 (i)  òPublic useó means the use of a building or other structure for the 

primary purpose of human use or habitation.  
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 (j) òResidential useó means the use of a bu ilding or other structure as a 

dwelling.  

 

§8ð102. 

 

 This title does not apply to:  

 

   (1) a person who does not use the title òcertified interior designer ó on 

any card, device, sign, stat ionery, or other means of identification or communication; 

or 

 

  (2) an architect licensed in this State.  

 

§8ð103. 

 

 (a) A certified interior designer may render or offer to render interior desig n 

services described in § 8-101 of this subtitle provided that services pertain to a 

building or other structure that is intended for public use or residential use.  

 

 (b) A certified interior designer may perform design coordination for a 

project or portion of a project provided that the certified interior designer:  

 

  (1) holds a current certificate issued by the Board; and  

 

  (2) has adequate experience in, and understanding of, achieving the 

purpose of the project or portion of the project being coordinated.  

 

§8ð201. 

 

 There is a State Board of Certified Interior Designers in the Department.  

 

§8ð202. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board consists of 7 members.  

 

  (2) Of the 7 members of the Board:  

 

   (i)  5 shall be certified interior designers;  

 

   (ii)  1 shall be an architect licensed by the State Board of 

Architects who provides interior design services; and  

 

   (iii)  1 shall be a consumer member.  
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  (3) The Governor shall appoint the members of the Board with the 

advice of the Secretary and the advice and con sent of the Senate.  

 

 (b) Each member of the Board shall be a resident and citizen of the State.  

 

 (c) Each interior designer member shall have provided interior design 

services for at least 5 years immediately before ap pointment.  

 

 (d) The architect member shall have practiced in the State for at least 5 

years immediately before appointment.  

 

 (e) The consumer member of the Board:  

 

  (1) shall be a member of the g eneral public;  

 

  (2) may not be a certified interior designer or otherwise be subject to 

regulation by the Board;  

 

  (3) may not be required to meet the qualifications for the professional 

members of the Board; and 

 

  (4) may not, within 1 year before appointment, have had a financial 

interest in or have received compensation from an individual regulated by the Board.  

 

 (f) While a member of the Board, the consumer member m ay not:  

 

  (1) have a financial interest in or receive compensation from an 

individual regulated by the Board; or  

 

  (2) grade any examination given by or for the Board.  

 

 (g) Before taking offi ce, each appointee to the Board shall take the oath 

required by Article I, § 9 of the Maryland Constitution.  

 

 (h) (1) The term of a member is 3 years and begins on July 1.  

 

  (2) The terms of members are st aggered as required by the terms 

provided for members of the Board on July 1, 1991.  

 

  (3) At the end of a term, a member continues to serve until a 

successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (4) A member who is ap pointed after a term has begun serves only 

for the rest of the term and until a successor is appointed and qualifies.  
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 (i)  A member of the Board may not be held personally liable for any actions 

taken or decisions made in good faith as a  member of the Board.  

 

 (j) (1) The Governor may remove a member for incompetence or 

misconduct.  

 

  (2) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection and subject 

to paragraph (4) of this subsection, a me mber shall be considered to have resigned if 

the member did not attend at least two ðthirds of the Board meetings held during any 

consecutive 12ðmonth period while the member was serving on the Board.  

 

  (3) The Governor ma y waive a memberõs resignation and allow the 

member to continue serving if the member has been unable to attend meetings for 

reasons satisfactory to the Governor and the reasons are made public.  

 

  (4) In accordance with § 8ð501 of the State Government Article, the 

chairman shall provide notice to the Governor and the Governor shall appoint a 

successor. 

 

§8ð203. 

 

 (a) From among its members, the Board annually shall elect a chairm an 

and a secretary.  

 

 (b) The manner of election of officers shall be as the Board determines.  

 

 (c) A member may serve no more than three consecutive years as an officer 

of the Board.  

 

§8ð204. 

 

 (a) A majority of the members then serving on the Board is a quorum.  

 

 (b) The Board shall determine the times and places of its meetings and 

hearings.  

 

 (c) A member of the Board:  

 

  (1) may not receive compensation; but  

 

  (2) is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard 

State Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.  
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 (d) The Board may employ a staff in accordance w ith the State budget.  

 

§8ð204.1. 

 

 At least annually, the chairman of the Board, the chairman of the State Board 

of Architects, the chairman of the State Board of Examiners of Landscape Architects, 

the chairman of the Sta te Board for Professional Engineers, and the chairman of the 

State Board for Professional Land Surveyors shall meet to discuss issues of mutual 

importance to the design professions.  

 

§8ð205. 

 

 To enforce this title, the B oard may:  

 

   (1) conduct investigations and hold hearings on any matter covered 

by this title, at any time and place in the State;  

 

  (2) administer oaths;  

 

  (3) examine witnesses; and  

 

  (4) receive evidence. 

 

§8ð206. 

 

 (a) In addition to the powers set forth elsewhere, the Board may adopt 

regulations to carry out this title.  

 

 (b) In addition to any duties set forth elsewhere, the Board shall:  

 

  (1) keep a record of its proceedings; and  

 

  (2) adopt, by regulation, a code of ethics for certified interior 

designers. 

 

§8ð206.1. 

 

 (a) In this section, òcode officialó means a public official responsible for the 

review of building permit documents or the issuance of building permits.  

 

 (b) The Board shall:  

 

  (1) keep a list of the na mes and mailing addresses of all certificate 

holders;  
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  (2) provide each code official with a copy of the list annually; and  

 

  (3) provide any other person who makes a request with a copy of the 

list at a reaso nable fee set by the Board.  

 

 (c) (1) The Board shall provide all certificate holders and code officials 

with a periodic newsletter not less than semiannually on the activities of the Board.  

 

  (2) The Board shal l publish, on the Department website, the 

newsletter jointly with the State Board for Professional Engineers, the State Board 

of Architects, the State Board of Examiners of Landscape Architects, and the State 

Board for Professional Land Surveyors.  

 

 (d) The Board shall distribute:  

 

  (1) to each applicant for a certificate and each code official, a copy of 

the Maryland Certified Interior Designers Act and the Board õs rules and regulations;  

 

  (2) on each renewal of a certificate, to each certificate holder, a copy 

of any amendments to the Maryland Certified Interior Designers Act and the Board õs 

rules and regulations that took effect during the 2 -year period ending on the date of 

renewal; and  

 

  (3) to each code official, a copy of any amendments to the Maryland 

Certified Interior Designers Act and the Board õs rules and regulations.  

 

 (e) A certificate holder shall designate the certificate holderõs mailing 

address at the time of issuance of the certificate and on each renewal of the certificate.  

 

§8ð207. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board may set reasonable fees for its services.  

 

  (2) The fees charged shall be set so as to produce funds to 

approximate the cost of maintaining the Board and shall be based on the calculations 

performed by the Secretary under § 2ð106.2 of the Business Regulation Article.  

 

 (b) The Board shall publish the fee schedule set by the Board by regulation.  

 

 (c) (1) The Board shall pay all fees collected under this title to the 

Comptroller of the State.  
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  (2) The Comptroller shall distribute the fees to the State 

Occupational and Professional Licensing Design Boards õ Fund established in § 2ð

106.1 of the Business Regulation Article.  

 

 (d) The Board shall publish annually a list including the name and address 

of each individual:  

 

  (1) who has been certified; or  

 

  (2) whose certification has been suspended or revoked within 3 years 

before the publication.  

 

§8ð208. 

 

 The Board exercis es its powers, duties, and functions subject to the authority 

of the Secretary.  

 

§8ð301. 

 

 Except as otherwise provided in this title, an individual shall be certified by 

the Board before the individual may use the title òcertified interior designer ó or the 

term òcertified interior design services ó. 

 

§8ð302. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a certificate, an applicant shall be an individual who meets 

the requirements of th is section.  

 

 (b) The applicant shall be of good character and reputation.  

 

 (c) The applicant shall be at least 18 years old.  

 

 (d) The applicant shall:  

 

  (1) file an application  and pay a nonrefundable application fee in 

accordance with § 8ð303 of this subtitle;  

 

  (2) have satisfied education and experience requirements necessary 

to qualify for the National Council of Interior Design Qualificatio n Examination, or 

its equivalent, as determined by the Board; and  

 

  (3) have passed the National Council of Interior Design Qualification 

Examination, or its equivalent.  
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§8ð303. 

 

 An applicant for a certificate shall:  

 

  (1) submit an application to the Board on the form that the Board 

provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board or the Board õs designee a nonrefundable 

application fee set by the Board.  

 

§8ð304. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board may waive any 

examination requirement of this subtitle for an individual who is licensed or certified 

as an interior designer in another state.  

 

 (b) The Board may grant a waiver under this section only if the applicant:  

 

  (1) pays to the Board:  

 

   (i)  the nonrefundable application fee set by the Board; and  

 

   (ii)  the certificate fee set by the Board; and  

 

  (2) provides adequate evidence that the applicant:  

 

   (i)  meets the qualifications otherwise required by this 

subtitle; and  

 

   (ii)  became licensed or certified in the other state after meeting 

qualifications that are substantially equivalent to those required for a certificate in 

this State.  

 

 (c) The Board may grant a waiver under this section only if the state in 

which the applicant is licensed or certified waives the examination of certified interior 

designers of this State to a similar extent as this State waives the examination 

requirements for individuals licensed or certified in that state.  

 

§8ð305. 

 

 On payment of the certificate fee set by the Board, the Board shall issue a 

certificate to each applicant who meets the requirements of this subtitle for a 

certificate.  
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§8ð306. 

 

 While a certifi cate is in effect, it authorizes the certificate holder to use the 

title òcertified interior designer ó or the term òcertified interior design services ó. 

 

§8ð307. 

 

 (a) Unless a certificate is r enewed for a 2ðyear term as provided in this 

section, a certificate expires on the first June 30 that comes:  

 

  (1) after the effective date of the certificate; and  

 

  (2) in an evenðnumbered year.  

 

 (b) (1) At least 30 days before the certificate expires, the Board shall 

mail or electronically transmit to the certificate holder:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form;  

 

   (ii)  a not ice that states the date on which the current 

certificate expires; and  

 

   (iii)  the amount of the certificate fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to t he Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

certificate holder, at the last known address of the certificate holder, the materials 

required under paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date 

the Board received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (c) Before the certificate expires, the certificate holder periodically may 

renew it for an additional 2 ðyear term, if the certificate holder:  

 

  (1) otherw ise is entitled to be certified;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a certificate fee set by the Board;  

 

  (3) submits to the Board a renewal application on the form that the 

Board provides; and  

 

  (4) submits to the Board any documentation required by the Board 

to verify that the certificate holder has complied with the continuing education 

requirements under § 8ð308 of this subtitle.  
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 (d) The Board shall renew the certif icate of each certificate holder who 

meets the requirements of this section.  

 

 (e) The Secretary may determine that certificates issued under this subtitle 

shall expire on a staggered basis.  

 

§8ð308. 

 

 (a) (1) To qualify for renewal of a certificate under this subtitle, a 

certificate holder shall earn during each 2 -year certificate term at least one 

continuing education unit in two or more courses that the Board approves.  

 

  (2) A continuing education unit consists of 10 hours of study.  

 

 (b) A certificate holder who is granted a certificate during the second year 

of a certificate term may renew the certificate for the next full term if the certificate 

holder  earns at least one -half of a continuing education unit in one or more courses 

that the Board approves.  

 

§8ð309. 

 

 The Board shall reinstate the certificate of an interior designer who has failed 

to renew the certificate for any reason if the interior designer:  

 

  (1) meets the renewal requirements under § 8ð307 of this subtitle;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board the reinstatement fee as set by the Board;  

 

  (3) submits to the Board a reinstatement application on the form that 

the Board provides; and  

 

  (4) earns two continuing education units in courses approved by the 

Board in a 2ðyear period immediately preceding the request f or reinstatement.  

 

§8ð310. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 8-312 of this subtitle, the 

Board may deny a certificate to any applicant, reprimand any certificate holder, or 

suspend or revoke a certificate if the applicant or certificate holder:  

 

   (i)  fraudulently or deceptively obtains or renews or attempts 

to obtain or renew a certificate for the applicant or certificate holder or for another;  
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   (ii)  fraudulently or deceptively uses the title òcertified interior 

designeró or the term òcertified interior design services ó; 

 

   (iii)  under the laws of the United States or of any state, is 

convicted of: 

 

    1. a felony; or  

 

    2. a misdemeanor that is directly related to the fitness 

and qualification of the applicant or certificate holder to perform certified interior 

design services; 

 

   (iv)  is guilty of any fraud, gross negligence, incompetence, or 

misconduct in the use of the title òcertified interior designer ó or the term òcertified 

interior design services ó; 

 

   (v) signs or seals any interior design documents after a 

certificate holder õs certificate expires or has been suspended or revoked by the Board;  

 

   (vi)  violates any regulation that the Board adopts; or  

 

   (vii)  violates any provision of this title.  

 

  (2) (i)  Instead of or in addition to reprimanding a certificate 

holder or suspending or revoking a certificate under this subsection, the Board may 

impose a penalty n ot exceeding $5,000 for each violation.  

 

   (ii)  To determine the amount of the penalty imposed under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

    1. the seriousness of the violation;  

 

    2. the harm caused by the violation;  

 

    3. the good faith of the certificate holder; and  

 

    4. any history of previous violations by the certificate 

holder.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

 (b) The Board shall consider the following facts in the granting, denial, 

renewal, suspension, or revocation of a certif icate or the reprimand of a certificate 
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holder when an applicant or certificate holder is convicted of a felony or misdemeanor 

described in subsection (a)(1)(iii) of this section:  

 

  (1) the nature of the crime;  

 

  (2) the relationship of the crime to the activities authorized by the 

certificate;  

 

  (3) with respect to a felony, the relevance of the conviction to the 

fitness and qualification of the applicant or licensee to perform interior d esign 

services; 

 

  (4) the length of time since the conviction; and  

 

  (5) the behavior and activities of the applicant or certificate holder 

before and after the conviction.  

 

§8ð311. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board shall bring 

proceedings under § 8-310 of this subtitle on the complaint made to the Board by a 

member of the Board or any other individual.  

 

 (b) (1) A complai nt shall:  

 

   (i)  be in writing; and  

 

   (ii)  state specifically the facts on which the complaint is based.  

 

  (2) If the complaint is made by any individual other than a member 

of the Board, the complaint shall be made under oath by the individual who submits 

the complaint.  

 

 (c) If the Board finds that the complaint alleges facts that are adequate 

grounds for action under § 8-310 of this subtitle, the Board sh all act on the complaint 

as provided under § 8-312 of this subtitle. If the Board does not make that finding, it 

shall dismiss the complaint.  

 

§8ð312. 

 

 (a) (1) Except as otherwise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 8-310 of this subtitle, it shall 

give the individual against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a 

hearing before the Board.  
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  (2) A hearing shall be held:  

 

   (i)  in accordance with regulations adopted by the Board; and  

 

   (ii)  within a reasonable time not to exceed 6 months after the 

complaint is made.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) The Board may administer oaths in connection with any proceeding 

under this section.  

 

 (d) At leas t 30 days before the hearing, the hearing notice and a copy of the 

complaint shall be:  

 

  (1) served personally on the individual; or  

 

  (2) sent by mail to the last known address of the individual.  

 

 (e) The individual may be represented at the hearing by counsel.  

 

 (f) If, after due notice, the individual against whom the action is 

contemplated fails or refuses to appear, nevertheless the Board may hear and 

determine the matte r.  

 

§8ð313. 

 

 Any person aggrieved by a final decision of the Board in a contested case, as 

defined in § 10-202 of the State Government Article, may take an appeal as allowed 

in §§ 10-222 and 10-223 of the State Government Article.  

 

§8ð401. 

 

 A certified interior designer shall state in each of the designer õs interior design 

documents that the document is not an architectural or engineering drawing, 

specification, or design and is not to be used for construction of any load -bearing 

column, load -bearing framing, or load -bearing wall or structure.  

 

§8ð402. 
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 A certified interior designer shall disclose to a client or a prospective clien t the 

way that compensation, including commission, is to be paid for certified interior 

design services. 

 

§8ð403. 

 

 (a) Before a certified interior designer issues to a client or submits to a 

public authority any inte rior design document, including drawings, plans, schedules, 

reports, or specifications, the certified interior designer who prepared or approved the 

document shall sign, seal, and date the document.  

 

 (b) Any interior design document issu ed or submitted as described in 

subsection (a) of this section shall be identified as the interior design document.  

 

§8ð404. 

 

 (a) Each certified interior designer shall obtain a seal for use as required 

under § 8-403 of this subtitle.  

 

 (b) The seal shall:  

 

  (1) be of a design determined by the Board; and  

 

  (2) include:  

 

   (i)  the legend òcertified interior designer ó; and 

 

   (ii)  the name of the certified interior designer who holds the 

seal. 

 

§8ð501. 

 

 Except as otherwise provided in this title, a person may not use the title 

òcertified interior  designeró or the term òcertified interior design services ó unless 

certified by the Board.  

 

§8ð502. 

 

 (a) A person who violates § 8-501 of this subtitle is guilty of a misdemeanor 

and on convict ion is subject to a fine not exceeding $1,000.  

 

 (b) (1) The Board may impose on a person who violates § 8-501 of this 

subtitle a penalty not exceeding $5,000 for each violation.  

 



 

 - 254 - 

  (2) In setting the amount  of the penalty, the Board shall consider:  

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the violation;  

 

   (ii)  the harm caused by the violation;  

 

   (iii)  the good faith of the violator;  

 

   (iv)  any history of previous violations by the violator; and  

 

   (v) any other relevant factors.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General F und of the State.  

 

§8ð601. 

 

 This title may be cited as the òMaryland Certified Interior Designers Act ó. 

 

§8ð602. 

 

 Subject to the evaluation and reestablishment provisions o f the Maryland 

Program Evaluation Act, this title and all regulations adopted under this title shall 

terminate and be of no effect after July 1, 2024.  

 

§9ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings  indicated.  

 

 (b) òBoardó means the State Board of Examiners of Landscape Architects.  

 

 (c) òDesign coordination ó means the review and coordination of services 

provided by individuals licensed or certified under Titles 3, 8, 9, 14, and 15 of this 

article.  

 

 (d) òLandscape architect ó means an individual who practices landscape 

architecture.  

 

 (e) òLicenseó means, unless the context requires  otherwise, a license issued 

by the Board to practice landscape architecture.  

 

 (f) òLicense feeó means, as applicable, the fee paid in connection with the 

issuance and renewal of a license or the issuance of a reciprocal lice nse. 
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 (g) òLicensed landscape architect ó means a landscape architect who is 

licensed by the Board to practice landscape architecture.  

 

 (h) òPermit ó means a permit issued by the Board to allow a partnership or 

corporation to operate a business through which an individual may practice 

landscape architecture.  

 

 (i)  òPermit feeó means, as applicable, the fee paid in connection with the 

issuance and renewal of a permit.  

 

 (j) (1) òPractice landscape architecture ó means: 

 

   (i)  to provide any service or creative work in the analysis or 

design of land and natural resources that requires training and experience in t he 

application of the biological, physical, mathematical, and social sciences; and  

 

   (ii)  to perform design coordination of a project or portion of a 

project provided that the licensed landscape architect holds a current license  issued 

by the Board and has adequate education and experience in, and understanding of, 

the project or portion of the project being coordinated.  

 

  (2) òPractice landscape architecture ó includes:  

 

   (i)  consultation, research, analysis, assessment, selection, and 

allocation of land and natural resources;  

 

   (ii)  development of graphic, written, digital, and other 

appropriate criteria to govern the planning and design of  land development and 

construction programs, including:  

 

    1. preparation, review, and analysis of master plans, 

site plans, and land development plans;  

 

    2. reconnaissance, planning, design,  and preparation 

of construction documents;  

 

    3. construction, observation, administration, and 

project management;  

 

    4. preservation, restoration, conservation, 

reclamation, rehabilitation,  and management of land and natural resources;  

 

    5. preparation of feasibility and site selection studies, 

environmental studies, and cost estimate reports; and  
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    6. design and analysis of g rading and drainage, 

irrigation, erosion and sediment control systems, and pedestrian and vehicular 

circulation systems; and  

 

   (iii)  in conjunction with site plan preparation, the performance 

of the following:  

 

    1. determining a grade;  

 

    2. determining drainage; and  

 

    3. preparing and designing stormwater drainage 

systems provided that the preparation and design:  

 

    A. are in accordance with design manuals, details, and 

standards accepted by the State or local authorities; and  

 

    B. do not require a hydraulic or structural design of 

system components.  

 

 (k)  òResponsible chargeó means direct control and personal supervision of 

landscape architecture services that requires initiative, professional skill, and 

independent judgment.  

 

§9ð102. 

 

 The purposes of thi s title are to safeguard public welfare, health, and property 

and to promote the public good by regulating persons who practice landscape 

architecture in the State.  

 

§9ð103. 

 

 This title does not limit the right of a nurs eryman, general contractor, or 

landscape contractor to design, plan, locate, plant, or arrange plantings or other 

ornamental features.  

 

§9ð201. 

 

 There is a State Board of Examiners of Landscape Architects in the 

Departme nt.  

 

§9ð202. 
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 (a) (1) The Board consists of 5 members.  

 

  (2) Of the 5 members of the Board:  

 

   (i)  3 shall be licensed landscape architects; and  

 

   (ii)  2 shall be consumer members.  

 

  (3) The Governor shall appoint the members with the advice of the 

Secretary and the advice and consent of the Senate.  

 

 (b) Each landscape architect member shall be a  licensed landscape architect 

who has practiced landscape architecture in the State for at least 5 years.  

 

 (c) Each consumer member of the Board:  

 

  (1) shall be a member of the general public;  

 

  (2) may not be a licensee or otherwise be subject to regulation by the 

Board;  

 

  (3) may not be required to meet the qualifications for the professional 

members of the Board; and  

 

  (4) may not, within 1 year  before appointment, have had a financial 

interest in or have received compensation from a person regulated by the Board.  

 

 (d) While a member of the Board, a consumer member may not:  

 

  (1) have a financial interest  in or receive compensation from a person 

regulated by the Board; or  

 

  (2) grade any examination given by or for the Board.  

 

 (e) Before taking office, each appointee to the Board shall take the oath 

required by Art icle I, § 9 of the Maryland Constitution.  

 

 (f) (1) The term of a member is 3 years and begins on July 1.  

 

  (2) The terms of members are staggered as required by the terms 

provided for members of the Board on October 1, 1989. 

 

  (3) At the end of a term, a member continues to serve until a 

successor is appointed and qualifies.  
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  (4) A member who is appointed after a term has begun serves only 

for the rest of the t erm and until a successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

 (g) (1) The Governor may remove a member for incompetence or 

misconduct.  

 

  (2) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of this subsection and subject 

to paragr aph (4) of this subsection, a member shall be considered to have resigned if 

the member did not attend at least two ðthirds of the Board meetings held during any 

consecutive 12ðmonth period while the member was serving on the Board.  

 

  (3) The Governor may waive a member õs resignation and allow the 

member to continue serving if the member has been unable to attend meetings for 

reasons satisfactory to the Governor and the reasons are made public.  

 

  (4) In accordance with § 8ð501 of the State Government Article, the 

chairman shall provide notice to the Governor and the Governor shall appoint a 

successor. 

 

§9ð203. 

 

 (a) From among its members, the Boa rd annually shall elect a chairman 

and a secretary.  

 

 (b) The manner of election of officers shall be as the Board determines.  

 

§9ð204. 

 

 (a) A majority of the authorized membership of the Board is a  quorum.  

 

 (b) The Board shall meet at least twice a year, at the times and places that 

the Board determines.  

 

 (c) A member of the Board:  

 

  (1) may not receive compensation; but  

 

  (2) is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard 

State Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.  

 

 (d) The Board may employ a staff in accordance with the State budget.  

 

§9ð204.1. 
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 At least annually, the chairman of the Board, the chairman of the State Board 

of Architects, the chairman of the State Board of Certified Interior Designers, the 

chairman of the State Board for Professional Engineers, and the chairman of the 

State Board for Professional Land Surveyors shall meet to discuss issues of mutual 

importance to the design professions.  

 

§9ð205. 

 

 (a) To enforce this title, the Board may:  

 

  (1) conduct investi gations and hold hearings on any matter covered 

by this title, at any time and place in the State;  

 

  (2) administer oaths;  

 

  (3) examine witnesses; and  

 

  (4) receive evidence. 

 

 (b) Subject to the State budget, the Board may employ an investigative staff 

to: 

 

  (1) investigate a complaint; and  

 

  (2) perform any other related duty, as assigned by the Board.  

 

 (c) (1) The Board may issue a subpoena for the attendance of a witness 

to testify or the production of evidence in connection with:  

 

   (i)  any disciplinary action under § 9ð310 of this title; or  

 

   (ii)  any proceeding brought for an alleged violation of this title.  

 

  (2) A subpoena shall be signed by the Chairman of the Board and 

sealed with the seal of the Board.  

 

  (3) If a person fails to comp ly with a subpoena issued under this 

subsection, on petition of the Board, a circuit court may compel compliance with the 

subpoena. 

 

 (d) (1) The Board may sue in the name of the State to enforce any 

provision of this title by injunct ion. 

 



 

 - 260 - 

  (2) In seeking an injunction under this subsection, the Board is not 

required to:  

 

   (i)  post bond; or  

 

   (ii)  allege or prove either that:  

 

    1. an adequate remedy at law does not exist; or  

 

    2. substantial or irreparable damage would result from 

the continued violation of the provision.  

 

  (3) A member of the Board may not be held person ally liable for any 

action taken under this subsection in good faith and with reasonable grounds.  

 

§9ð206. 

 

 (a) In addition to any powers set forth elsewhere, the Board may adopt:  

 

  (1) any regulation to carry out this title; and  

 

  (2) a seal. 

 

 (b) In addition to any duties set forth elsewhere, the Board shall keep a 

record of its proceedings.  

 

 (c) (1) With the advice of the establ ished landscape architect 

associations, the Board shall adopt, by regulation, a code of ethics for practicing 

landscape architecture.  

 

  (2) The Board shall distribute a copy of the code of ethics:  

 

   (i)  to each applicant for a license; and  

 

   (ii)  on each renewal of a license, to each licensee.  

 

  (3) In addition to complying with the publication requirements of 

Title 10, Subtitle 1 of the State Government Ar ticle, the Board shall distribute a copy 

of any amendment to the code of ethics to each licensee.  

 

§9ð206.1. 

 

 (a) In this section, òcode officialó means a public official responsible for the 

review of bui lding permit documents or the issuance of building permits.  
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 (b) The Board shall:  

 

  (1) keep a list of the names and mailing addresses of all licensees;  

 

  (2) provide each code official with a copy of the list annually; and  

 

  (3) provide any other person who makes a request with a copy of the 

list at a reasonable fee set by the Board.  

 

 (c) (1) The Board shall provide all licensees and code official s with a 

periodic newsletter not less than semiannually on the activities of the Board.  

 

  (2) The Board shall publish, on the Department website, the 

newsletter jointly with the State Board for Professional Engineers, the State Board  

of Architects, the State Board of Certified Interior Designers, and the State Board for 

Professional Land Surveyors.  

 

 (d) The Board shall distribute:  

 

  (1) to each applicant for a license and each code official, a  copy of the 

Maryland Landscape Architects Act and the Board õs rules and regulations;  

 

  (2) on each renewal of a license, to each licensee, a copy of any 

amendments to the Maryland Landscape Architects Act and the Board õs rules and 

regulations that took effect during the 2 -year period ending on the date of renewal; 

and 

 

  (3) to each code official, a copy of any amendments to the Maryland 

Landscape Architects Act and the Board õs rules and regula tions.  

 

 (e) A licensee shall designate the licensee õs mailing address at the time of 

issuance of the license and on each renewal of the license.  

 

§9ð207. 

 

 (a) The Board may set reasonable fee s for its services.  

 

 (b) The fees charged shall be set so as to produce funds to approximate the 

cost of maintaining the Board and shall be based on the calculation performed by the 

Secretary under § 2ð106.2 of the Business Re gulation Article.  

 

 (c) The Board shall publish the fee schedule set by the Board by regulation.  
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 (d) (1) The Board shall pay all fees collected under this title to the 

Comptroller of the State.  

 

  (2) The Comptroller shall distribute the fees to the State 

Occupational and Professional Licensing Design Boards õ Fund established in § 2ð

106.1 of the Business Regulation Article.  

 

§9ð207.1. 

 

 Any person aggrieved by any final action of the Board may take an appeal as 

allowed in §§ 10-222 and 10-223 of the State Government Article.  

 

§9ð208. 

 

 The Board exercises its powers, duties, and functions subject to the authority 

of the Secretary.  

 

§9ð301. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this title, an individual shall be licensed 

by the Board before the individual may practice landscape architecture in the State.  

 

 (b) This section does not apply to:  

 

  (1) an individual who practices landscape architecture while 

performing official duties as an employee of the federal government;  

 

  (2) an individual while pract icing landscape architecture under the 

supervision of a licensed landscape architect, if the individual does not assume 

responsible charge of design or supervision; or  

 

  (3) an individual while practicing landscape architecture as an  

employee of a person who is authorized to practice landscape architecture, if the 

employee does not assume responsible charge of design or supervision.  

 

§9ð302. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a license, an applicant shall be a n individual who meets 

the requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) An applicant shall be at least 18 years old.  

 

 (c) An applicant shall meet the educational and experience requirements 

under § 9-303 of this subtitle.  
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 (d) Except as otherwise provided in this subtitle, the applicant shall pass 

the examination given by the Board under this subtitle.  

 

§9ð303. 

 

 (a) Before an applicant takes the examination given by the Board, the 

applicant shall qualify under this section by meeting the educational and experience 

requirements set forth in subsection (b), (c), (d), or (e) of this section.  

 

 (b) An applicant qualifies under this section if the applica nt:  

 

  (1) has been graduated from a college or school of landscape 

architecture that holds accredited status from the national Landscape Architectural 

Accreditation Board; and  

 

  (2) has at least 2 years of work  experience in landscape architecture 

that is:  

 

   (i)  under the responsible charge of a licensed landscape 

architect or other authorized individual; and  

 

   (ii)  otherwise satisfactory to the Board.  

 

 (c) An applicant qualifies under this section if the applicant:  

 

  (1) has been graduated on completion of at least a 4 ðyear curriculum 

in a designðrelated discipline from a college or university that is ac credited by, or is 

a constituent unit of an institution accredited by, the Middle States Association of 

Colleges and Schools or the equivalent regional accrediting association of other 

regional areas; and  

 

  (2) has at least 4 years o f work experience in landscape architecture 

that is:  

 

   (i)  under the responsible charge of a licensed landscape 

architect or other authorized individual; and  

 

   (ii)  otherwise satisfactory to the Board . 

 

 (d) An applicant qualifies under this section if the applicant:  

 

  (1) has been graduated on completion of at least a 4 ðyear curriculum 

in a nondesignðrelated discipline from a college or university t hat is accredited by, or 
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is a constituent unit of an institution accredited by, the Middle States Association of 

Colleges and Schools or the equivalent regional accrediting association of other 

regional areas; and  

 

  (2) has at least 6 years of practical work experience in landscape 

architecture that is:  

 

   (i)  under the responsible charge of a licensed landscape 

architect or other authorized individual; and  

 

   (ii)  otherwise satisf actory to the Board.  

 

 (e) (1) An applicant qualifies under this section if the applicant:  

 

   (i)  is a high school graduate or the equivalent; and  

 

   (ii)  has at least 8 years of p ractical work experience in 

landscape architecture that is:  

 

    1. under the responsible charge of a licensed landscape 

architect or other authorized individual; and  

 

    2. otherwise satisfactor y to the Board.  

 

  (2) The Board may count each full year of study at a college or school 

of landscape architecture that meets the criteria set forth in subsection (b) of this 

section as one of the years of the work experience require d under this subsection.  

 

§9ð304. 

 

 An applicant for a license shall:  

 

  (1) submit to the Board an application on the form that the Board 

provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board or the Boardõs designee: 

 

   (i)  a nonrefundable application fee set by the Board; and  

 

   (ii)  an examination fee set by the Board in an amount not to 

exceed the cost of the required examination.  

 

§9ð305. 
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 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 9-305.1 of this subtitle, an applicant 

who otherwise qualifies for a license is entitled to be examined as provided in this 

section. 

 

 (b) The Board shall give written examinations to qualified applicants at 

least once a year at the time and place that the Board determines.  

 

 (c) The Board shall give each qualified applicant notice of the time and 

place of examination.  

 

 (d) (1) The Board shall determine, by regulation, the subjects, scope, and 

form of and the passing score for examinations given under this title.  

 

  (2) The Board shall structure the examination to test the competency 

of an applicant to plan, design, and supervise the installation of landscape projects.  

 

  (3) The Board may supplement a written examination given under 

this section with an oral examination.  

 

§9ð305.1. 

 

 (a) The Board may use a testing service to administer the examinations 

given under this title.  

 

 (b) If the Board uses a testing service under this subsection, the testing 

service, subject to the requirements set by the Board, may:  

 

  (1) set the time and place of examinations;  

 

  (2) give qualified applicants notice of the time and place of 

examinations; and  

 

  (3) furnish any other information that the Board may requ ire the 

testing service to provide.  

 

§9ð306. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board may waive any 

requirement of this subtitle for an applicant who is licensed to practice landscape 

architecture in  another state.  

 

 (b) The Board may grant a waiver under this section only if the applicant:  

 

  (1) pays to the Board:  
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   (i)  the nonrefundable application fee set by the Board; and  

 

   (ii)  the license fee set by the Board; and  

 

  (2) provides adequate evidence that, at the time the applicant was 

licensed in the other state, the applicant was required to pass an examination and 

meet qualificat ions that were substantially equivalent to the examination and 

qualifications in this State.  

 

 (c) The Board may grant a waiver under this section only if the state in 

which the applicant is licensed waives the examination and qualificati ons of licensees 

of this State to a similar extent as this State waives the examination and qualification 

requirements for individuals licensed in that state.  

 

§9ð307. 

 

 (a) If an applicant qualifies for a license und er this subtitle, the Board shall 

send the applicant a notice that states that:  

 

  (1) the applicant has qualified for a license; and  

 

  (2) on receipt of the license fee set by the Board, the Board will issue 

a license to the applicant.  

 

 (b) On payment of the license fee, the Board shall issue a license to each 

applicant who meets the requirements of this subtitle.  

 

§9ð308. 

 

 (a) While a license is in effe ct, it authorizes the licensee to practice 

landscape architecture.  

 

 (b) A licensed landscape architect is not authorized to practice architecture, 

engineering, or land surveying.  

 

§9ð309. 

 

 (a) Unle ss a license is renewed for a 2ðyear term as provided in this section, 

the license expires on the first June 30 that comes:  

 

  (1) after the effective date of the license; and  

 

  (2) in an evenðnumber ed year. 
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 (b) (1) At least 1 month before a license expires, the Board shall mail or 

electronically transmit to the licensee:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a noti ce that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current license expires; and  

 

    2. the amount of the license fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

licensee, at the last known address of the licensee, the materials required under 

paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (c) Before a license expires, the licensee periodically may renew it for an 

additional 2 ðyear term, if the licensee:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitle d to be licensed; 

 

  (2) pays to the Board the license fee set by the Board; and  

 

  (3) submits to the Board a renewal application on the form that the 

Board provides.  

 

 (d) The Board shall rene w the license of each licensee who meets the 

requirements of this section.  

 

 (e) The Secretary may determine that licenses issued under this subtitle 

shall expire on a staggered basis.  

 

 (f) The Board shall adopt regulat ions: 

 

  (1) to require a licensee to demonstrate continuing professional 

competency by completing at least 24 hours of professional development activities as 

a condition of renewal of a license under this section; and  

 

  (2) in accordance with the following:  

 

   (i)  the continuing professional competency requirement does 

not apply to the first renewal of a license;  
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   (ii)  if a license expires on or before Sept ember 30, 2015, a 

licensee is not required to fulfill the continuing professional competency requirement;  

 

   (iii)  if a license expires between October 1, 2015, and 

September 30, 2016, a licensee is required to fulfill 50 % of the continuing professional 

competency requirement as provided in regulations adopted by the Board under this 

subsection; and  

 

   (iv)  if a license expires on or after October 1, 2016, a licensee is 

required to fulfill the ful l continuing professional competency requirement as 

provided in regulations adopted by the Board under this subsection.  

 

§9ð310. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 9ð312 of this subtitle, the 

Board, on the affirmative vote of a majority of its members then serving, may deny a 

license to any applicant, reprimand any licensee, or suspend or revoke a license if:  

 

   (i)  the applicant or licensee fraudulently or decept ively 

obtains or attempts to obtain a license for the applicant or licensee or for another;  

 

   (ii)  the applicant or licensee fraudulently or deceptively uses a 

license; 

 

   (iii)  under the laws of the U nited States or of any state, the 

applicant or licensee is convicted of:  

 

    1. a felony; or  

 

    2. a misdemeanor that is directly related to the fitness 

and qualification of the applicant or li censee to practice landscape architecture;  

 

   (iv)  the applicant or licensee is guilty of gross negligence, 

incompetence, or misconduct while practicing landscape architecture;  

 

   (v) the applicant or l icensee has had a license to practice 

landscape architecture in another state revoked or suspended by the other state for 

a cause that would justify revocation or suspension under this title, except for the 

failure to pay a license fee;  

 

   (vi)  the applicant or licensee violates any regulation adopted by 

the Board; or  
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   (vii)  the applicant or licensee violates any provision of this title.  

 

  (2) (i)  Instead of or in addition to  reprimanding a licensee or 

suspending or revoking a license under this subsection, the Board may impose a 

penalty not exceeding $5,000 for each violation.  

 

   (ii)  To determine the amount of the penalty imposed under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

    1. the seriousness of the violation;  

 

    2. the harm caused by the violation;  

 

    3. the good faith of the licensee; and  

 

    4. any history of previous violations by the licensee.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

 (b) The Board shall cons ider the following facts in the granting, denial, 

renewal, suspension, or revocation of a license or the reprimand of a licensee when 

an applicant or licensee is convicted of a felony or misdemeanor described in 

subsection (a)(1)(iii) of this section:  

 

  (1) the nature of the crime;  

 

  (2) the relationship of the crime to the activities authorized by the 

license; 

 

  (3) with respect to a felony, the relevance of the conviction to the 

fitness and qualification of the applicant or licensee to practice landscape 

architecture;  

 

  (4) the length of time since the conviction; and  

 

  (5) the behavior and activities of the applicant or licensee before and 

after the conviction.  

 

§9ð311. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board shall commence 

proceedings under § 9-310 of this subtitle on a complaint made to the Board by a 

member or any other person.  
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 (b) (1) A complaint shall:  

 

   (i)  be in writing;  

 

   (ii)  state specifically the facts on which the complaint is based; 

and 

 

   (iii)  be submitted to the  Secretary of the Board.  

 

  (2) If the complaint is made by any person other than a member of 

the Board, the complaint shall be made under oath by the person who submits the 

complaint.  

 

 (c) If the Board finds that a  complaint alleges facts that are adequate 

grounds for action under § 9-310 of this subtitle, the Board shall act on the complaint 

as provided under § 9-312 of this subtitle. If the Board does not make that finding, it 

shall dismiss the complaint . 

 

§9ð312. 

 

 (a) (1) Except as otherwise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 9-310 of this subtitle, it shall 

give the individual against  whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a 

hearing before the Board.  

 

  (2) A hearing shall be set within a reasonable time, not exceeding 6 

months, after the Board brings charges against a licensee.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) The Board may administer oaths in connection with any proceeding 

under this section.  

 

 (d) At least 30 days before the hearing, the hearing notice and a copy of the 

complaint shall be:  

 

  (1) served personally on the individual; or  

 

  (2) mailed to the last known address of the individual.  

 

 (e) The individual may be represented at the hearing by counsel.  
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 (f) If, after due notice, the individual against whom the action is 

contemplated fails or refuses to appear, nevertheless the Board may hear and 

determine the matt er. 

 

§9ð313. 

 

 (a) Subject to any regulation that the Board adopts, the Board may 

reinstate a license that has been revoked.  

 

 (b) A license may be reinstated under this section only on:  

 

  (1) the affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the Board 

then serving; and  

 

  (2) payment to the Board of a reinstatement fee set by the Board.  

 

§9ð314. 

 

 (a) The Board sha ll reinstate the license of an individual who, for any 

reason, has failed to renew the license, if the individual:  

 

  (1) applies to the Board for reinstatement within 2 years after the 

license expires;  

 

  (2) meets the renewal requirements of § 9ð309 of this subtitle; and  

 

  (3) pays to the Board a reinstatement fee set by the Board.  

 

 (b) (1) If an individual has failed to renew a license for any reason and 

then applies to the Board for reinstatement more than 2 years after the license has 

expired, the Board may:  

 

   (i)  require the individual to reapply for a license in the same 

manner that an applicant applies for an original licen se under this subtitle; or  

 

   (ii)  subject to paragraph (2) of this subsection, reinstate the 

license. 

 

  (2) The Board may reinstate a license under paragraph (1)(ii) of this 

subsection, if the individual:  

 

   (i)  meets the renewal requirements of § 9ð309 of this subtitle;  
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   (ii)  if required by the Board, states reasons why reinstatement 

should be granted; and  

 

   (iii)  pays to the Board a reinstatement fee set by the Board.  

 

 (c) The Board may waive a reinstatement fee for a licensee who provides 

evidence satisfactory to the Board that the licensee did not practice landscape 

architecture during the ti me the license lapsed.  

 

§9ð401. 

 

 In this subtitle, òperson in responsible charge ó means a licensee who is 

appointed under § 9ð404(b) of this subtitle.  

 

§9ð402. 

 

 (a) (1) Subject to the provisions of this subtitle, a licensed landscape 

architect may practice landscape architecture for others through:  

 

   (i)  a corporation as an officer, employee, or agent of the 

corporation;  

 

   (ii)  a partnership as a partner, an employee, or an agent of the 

partnership; or  

 

   (iii)  a limited liability company as a member, an employee, or 

an agent of the limited liability company.  

 

  (2) Subject to the provisions of this subtitle, a corporation, 

partnership, or limited liability company may provide landscape architectural 

services through a licensed landscape architect.  

 

 (b) A licensed landscape architect wh o practices landscape architecture 

through a corporation, partnership, or limited liability company under this subtitle 

is subject to all of the provisions of this title that relate to practicing landscape 

architecture.  

 

 (c) (1) A corporation, partnership, or limited liability company that 

provides landscape architectural services to others under this subtitle is not, by its 

compliance with this subtitle, relieved of any responsibility that the corporation, 

partnership, or limited lia bility company may have for an act or omission of its officer, 

partner, member, employee, or agent.  
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  (2) An individual who practices landscape architecture through a 

corporation, partnership, or limited liability company is not, by reason of the 

individual õs employment or other relationship with the corporation, partnership, or 

limited liability company, relieved of any individual responsibility that the individual 

may have regarding that practice.  

 

§9ð403. 

 

 (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a corporation, 

partnership, or limited liability company shall hold a permit issued by the Board 

before the corporation, partnership, or limited liability company may operate a 

business through which landscape architecture is practiced.  

 

 (b) A corporation, partnership, or limited liability company may provide 

landscape architectural services for itself or for an affiliated corporation, partnership, 

or limited l iability company without a permit issued by the Board.  

 

§9ð404. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a permit, a corporation, partnership, or limited liability 

company shall meet the requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) (1) A corporation, partnership, or limited liability company shall 

appoint at least one person in responsible charge of the landscape architectural 

services performed or offered to be performed through the corporation, partnership, 

or limited liabi lity company.  

 

  (2) A person in responsible charge shall be:  

 

   (i)  in direct control of landscape architectural services 

performed or offered to be performed through the corporation, partnership, or limite d 

liability company;  

 

   (ii)  in a position to act on behalf of, and be responsible for, the 

corporation, partnership, or limited liability company in matters related to the 

practice of landscape architecture; and  

 

   (iii)  a licensed landscape architect in good standing.  

 

  (3) A licensee may not be designated as a person in responsible 

charge for more than one corporation, partnership, or limited liability company that 

provides or o ffers to provide landscape architectural services without the prior 

approval of the Board.  
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§9ð405. 

 

 (a) An applicant for a permit shall:  

 

  (1) submit to the Board an application on the form th at the Board 

provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board the nonrefundable application fee set by the 

Board.  

 

 (b) In addition to any other information required on an application form, 

the form shall require the following:  

 

  (1) the name and address of at least one person in responsible charge 

of the landscape architectural services performed or offered to be performed through 

the corporation, partnership, or limited liability company; and  

 

  (2) evidence acceptable to the Board that a person in responsible 

charge is an employee, an owner, a director, an officer, a member, or a partner, as 

applicable, of the entity seeking a permit.  

 

§9ð406. 

 

 The Board shall issue a permit to each applicant who meets the requirements 

of this subtitle and pays to the Board a permit fee set by the Board.  

 

§9ð407. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section and while a perm it is in effect, it 

authorizes the holder to:  

 

  (1) operate a business through which a licensed landscape architect 

practices landscape architecture; and  

 

  (2) represent to the public that the business provides  the services of 

a licensed landscape architect.  

 

 (b) A permit authorizes the holder to provide a service that constitutes 

practicing landscape architecture only if the service is performed by an individual 

who is licensed or otherwise a uthorized to practice landscape architecture under this 

title.  

 

§9ð408. 
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 (a) Unless a permit is renewed for a 2 ðyear term as provided in this section, 

the permit expires on the first June 30 that comes:  

 

  (1) after the effective date of the permit; and  

 

  (2) in an evenðnumbered year.  

 

 (b) (1) At least 1 month before a permit expires, the Board shall mail or 

electronically transmit to the permit holder:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current permit expires; and  

 

    2. the amount of the permit fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic transmission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

permit holder, at the last known address of the p ermit holder, the materials required 

under paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business days of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (c) Before a permit expires, the permit ho lder periodically may renew it for 

an additional 2 ðyear term, if the holder:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to a permit;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board the permit fee set by the Board; and  

 

  (3) submits to the Board a renewal application on the form that the 

Board provides.  

 

 (d) The renewal application form shall require the same information 

required on the original application form under § 9ð405(b) of this subtit le. 

 

 (e) The Board shall renew the permit of each permit holder that meets the 

requirements of this section.  

 

§9ð409. 

 

 Within 1 month after the effective date of the change or occurrence, a permit 

holder shall notify the Board in writing if there has been a change in:  
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  (1) the identity of the person in responsible charge of landscape 

architectural services performed or offered to be performed through the corporation, 

partnership , or limited liability company; or  

 

  (2) the name of the corporation, partnership, or limited liability 

company. 

 

§9ð410. 

 

 (a) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 9ð411 of this su btitle, the Board, 

on the affirmative vote of a majority of its members then serving, may deny a permit 

to any applicant, reprimand a permit holder, or suspend or revoke a permit if:  

 

  (1) the applicant or permit holder fraudulently or deceptively obtains 

or attempts to obtain a permit; or  

 

  (2) the permit holder fraudulently or deceptively uses a permit.  

 

 (b) (1) In addition to a sanction imposed under subsection (a) of this 

section, the Board may impose a penalty not exceeding $5,000 for:  

 

   (i)  each violation for which a denial, reprimand, suspension, 

or revocation was imposed under subsection (a) of this section; and  

 

   (ii)  each fai lure to meet or continue to meet the qualifications 

or requirements set forth in this subtitle.  

 

  (2) To determine the amount of the penalty imposed under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the violation;  

 

   (ii)  the harm caused by the violation;  

 

   (iii)  the good faith of the permit holder or the applicant; and  

 

   (iv)  any history of previous v iolations by the permit holder or 

the applicant.  

 

 (c) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under subsection (b) of this 

section into the General Fund of the State.  

 

§9ð411. 
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 (a) Except as othe rwise provided in § 10ð226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 9ð410 of this subtitle, it shall 

give the person against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a hearing 

before the Board.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) At least 30 days before the hearing, the hearing notice and a copy of the 

complaint shall be:  

 

  (1) served personally on the applicant or on a person in responsible 

charge of landscape architecture practiced through the entity holding the permit or a 

person designated as a resident agent to receive process o n behalf of the entity; or  

 

  (2) mailed to the last known business address of the applicant or the 

entity holding the permit.  

 

 (d) If, after due notice, the person against whom the action is contemplated 

fails or r efuses to appear, the Board may hear and determine the matter.  

 

§9ð412.  

 

 (a) (1) For the limited purpose set forth in paragraph (2) of this 

subsection, a permit shall remain in effect and does not expire by oper ation of law 

while the permit holder is under investigation by the Board or awaiting a hearing or 

disposition on charges subject to disciplinary action under this subtitle.  

 

  (2) An extension of a permit term under this subsection is  effective 

only for the purpose of retaining the jurisdiction of the Board over the permit holder 

during the course of disciplinary proceedings and does not prevent the permit from 

expiring for any other purpose.  

 

 (b) Unless the Board ag rees to accept the surrender, a permit holder may 

not surrender a permit while the holder is under investigation or awaiting a hearing 

or disposition on charges subject to disciplinary action under this subtitle.  

 

§9ð413.  

 

 A corporation, partnership, or limited liability company whose permit has been 

suspended or revoked under § 9ð410 of this subtitle may not offer or provide 

landscape architectural services until the suspension is lifted or the permit is 

rein stated.  
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§9ð414. 

 

 (a) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Board may reinstate:  

 

  (1) a permit that has been revoked; or  

 

  (2) before fulfillment of the condit ions of the suspension, a permit 

that has been suspended.  

 

 (b) A permit may be reinstated under this section only if:  

 

  (1) the corporation, partnership, or limited liability company whose 

permit has been revoked o r suspended submits a written request to the Board; and  

 

  (2) the corporation, partnership, or limited liability company pays to 

the Board a reinstatement fee set by the Board.  

 

 (c) The Board, by an affirmative vot e of a majority of its members then 

serving, shall vote on the request for reinstatement or lifting of the suspension within 

60 days of receipt of the written request.  

 

§9ð415. 

 

 The Board may reinstate the permit of a co rporation, partnership, or limited 

liability company that has failed to renew the permit for any reason if the corporation, 

partnership, or limited liability company:  

 

  (1) otherwise is entitled to a permit; and  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a reinstatement fee set by the Board.  

 

§9ð416. 

 

 After the Board reinstates a permit, the permit holder shall continue to comply 

with all applicable requirements set forth in this subtitle.  

 

§9ð501. 

 

 Before a licensed landscape architect issues to a client or submits to a public 

authority any final drawing, plan, specification, report, or other document, the 

licensed landscape architect who prepared or approved the document shall sign, seal, 

and date the document.  
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§9ð601. 

 

 Except as otherwise provided in this title, a person may not practice, attempt 

to practice, or offer to practice landscape architecture in the State unless licensed by 

the Board.  

 

§9ð602. 

 

 Except for a licensed landscape architect who operates a business as a sole 

practitioner, a person may not operate a business through which landscape 

architecture is practiced unless:  

 

  (1) the business is a corporation, partnership, or limited liability 

company; and  

 

  (2) the corporation, partnership, or limited liability company holds a 

permit issued by the Board.  

 

§9ð603. 

 

 Unless authorized under this title to practice landscape architecture, a person 

may not represent to the public, by use of a title, including òlandscape architect ó or 

òlicensed landscape architect ó, by description of services, methods, or procedures, or 

otherwise, that the person is authorized to practice landscape architecture in the 

State.  

 

§9ð604. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section and unless a person holds a 

permit issued by the Board, the person may not represent to the public, by the use of 

a title, including òlandscape architects ó, òlicensed landscape architects ó, or 

òregistered landscape architects ó, by the use of the term  òlandscape architecture ó, by 

description of services, methods, or procedures, or otherwise, that the person holds a 

permit or otherwise is authorized to operate a business through which landscape 

architecture is practiced in the State.  

 

 (b) Subsection (a) of this section does not apply to a licensed landscape 

architect who operates the business as a sole practitioner.  

 

§9ð604.1. 

 

 A person may not give false information to the Board in an at tempt to obtain 

a license. 

 



 

 - 280 - 

§9ð605. 

 

 (a) A person who violates any provision of this title is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $3,000 or 

imprisonment not exceeding 1 year o r both.  

 

 (b) (1) The Board may impose on a person who violates any provision of 

this title a penalty not exceeding $5,000 for each violation.  

 

  (2) In setting the amount of the penalty, the Board shall consider : 

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the violation;  

 

   (ii)  the harm caused by the violation;  

 

   (iii)  the good faith of the violator;  

 

   (iv)  any history of  previous violations by the violator; and  

 

   (v) any other relevant factors.  

 

  (3) The Board shall pay any penalty collected under this subsection 

into the General Fund of the State.  

 

§9ð701. 

 

 This title may be cited as the òMaryland Landscape Architects Act ó. 

 

§9ð702. 

 

 Subject to the evaluation and reestablishment provisions of the Maryland 

Program Evaluation Act, this title  and all regulations adopted under this title shall 

terminate and be of no effect after July 1, 2024.  

 

§9.5ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) òCert ificate of Competenceó means certification obtained by a person 

through any organization accredited by the American National Standards Institute 

(ANSI), or the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA) that states the 

holder of the certifica te demonstrates knowledge of and training in safe crane 

operating procedures.  
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 (c) òCommissioneró means the Commissioner of Labor and Industry in the 

Division of Labor and Industry in the Department.  

 

 (d) (1) òCraneó means a machine for lifting, lowering, and horizontally 

moving a load, that has a hoisting mechanism that is an integral part of the machine.  

 

  (2) òCraneó includes tower cranes.  

 

  (3) òCraneó does not include:  

 

   (i)  aircraft;  

 

   (ii)  a bucket truck;  

 

   (iii)  a digger derrick truck;  

 

   (iv)  a fork lift;  

 

   (v) a knuckle boom;  

 

   (vi)  a trolley boom;  

 

   (vii)  a hydraulic crane;  

 

   (viii)  a powerðoperated derrick; or  

 

   (ix ) a public utility company line truck used by a public utility 

company in the construction or maintenance of its transmission and distribution 

lines.  

 

 (e) òCrane operatoró means a person who operates a crane.  

 

 (f) (1) òOperate a craneó means to use mechanisms inside a crane to 

guide the machine in:  

 

   (i)  the lifting, moving, positioning, and placing of large and 

heavy objects, earth, or other materials; or  

 

   (ii)  the driving of large objects or materials into the ground.  

 

  (2) òOperate a craneó includes:  

 

   (i)  the inspection of a crane;  
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   (ii)  assisting in the erection, adding to, or dismantling of a 

crane; and  

 

   (iii)  the performance of routine maintenance on a crane.  

 

  (3) òOperate a craneó does not include the movement of a crane o n a 

State highway from one location to another location.  

 

§9.5ð102. 

 

 Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person may not:  

 

  (1) operate a crane in the State for the purpose of construction  work 

or demolition work unless the person holds a Certificate of Competence; or  

 

  (2) authorize a person to operate a crane in the State for the purpose 

of construction work or demolition work unless the operator holds a Certificate  of 

Competence. 

 

§9.5ð103. 

 

 (a) A crane operator who holds a Certificate of Competence shall:  

 

  (1) carry the Certificate of Competence while operating a crane in the 

State; and  

 

  (2) make the Certificate of Competence available for inspection on 

request by the Commissioner, an agent of the Commissioner, or by a law enforcement 

officer.  

 

 (b) The failure of a crane operator to make the Certificate of Comp etence 

available for inspection on request as required under paragraph (a)(2) of this 

subsection shall be presumptive evidence that the crane operator does not hold a 

Certificate of Competence.  

 

§9.5ð104. 

 

 (a) In add ition to the powers conferred under this title, the Commissioner 

may use all powers conferred by law to the Commissioner to implement and enforce 

the provisions of this title.  

 

 (b) (1) The Commissioner or an agent of the Commissioner  who has 

reason to believe that a person is or has been operating a crane in the State without 



 

 - 283 - 

a valid Certificate of Competence shall require the crane operator to provide proof 

that the crane operator holds a Certificate of Competence.  

 

  (2) If a crane operator fails to provide proof of a valid Certificate of 

Competence under paragraph (1) of this subsection, the Commissioner or the agent 

of the Commissioner shall issue a written notice to the person that:  

 

   (i)  states that there has been a violation of this title, or 

regulations adopted under it, if any; and  

 

   (ii)  requires the operation of the crane to cease unless operated 

by a person holding a valid Certificate of Competence . 

 

  (3) If a person fails to comply with a written notice issued under 

paragraph (2) of this subsection, the Commissioner may bring an action to enforce 

the written notice in the county where the crane being operated is located or in  the 

Circuit Court of Baltimore City.  

 

 (c) (1) A person aggrieved by a decision of the Commissioner under this 

section may appeal to a court of competent jurisdiction in accordance with the 

Maryland Rules.  

 

  (2) A decision of the Commissioner may not be stayed by the filing of 

an appeal under this subsection.  

 

§9.5ð105. 

 

 A person who violates this title or regulations adopted under this title is guilty 

of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $1,000.  

 

§9.5ð106. 

 

 The Commissioner shall adopt regulations to implement, administer, and 

enforce this title.  

 

§9.5ð107. 

 

 This title shal l be known as the òMaryland Safe Crane Operators Act ó. 

 

§10ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.  
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 (b) òAdmission to the Bar ó means, unless the context requires otherwise, 

authorization by the Court of Appeals to practice law in the State.  

 

 (c) òAttorney at law ó means a lawyer who, while practicing law, represents 

another person.  

 

 (d) òBaró means, unless the context requires otherwise, the Bar of the Court 

of Appeals of Maryland.  

 

 (e) òBoardó means the State Board of Law Examiners.  

 

 (f) (1) òCourtó means, unless the context requires otherwise:  

 

   (i)  the Court of Appeals;  

 

   (ii)  the Court of Special Appeals;  

 

   (iii)  a circuit court; or  

 

   (iv)  the District Cou rt of Maryland.  

 

  (2) òCourtó does not include:  

 

   (i)  an orphansõ court; or  

 

   (ii)  the Maryland Tax Court.  

 

 (g) òLawyeró means an individual who is admitted to the Bar.  

 

 (h) (1) òPractice lawó means to engage in any of the following activities:  

 

   (i)  giving legal advice;  

 

   (ii)  representing a nother person before a unit of the State 

government or of a political subdivision; or  

 

   (iii)  performing any other service that the Court of Appeals 

defines as practicing law.  

 

  (2) òPractice lawó includes:  

 

   (i)  advising in the administration of probate of estates of 

decedents in an orphansõ court of the State;  

 



 

 - 285 - 

   (ii)  preparing an instrument that affects title to real estate;  

 

   (iii)  preparing or helping in the preparation of any form or 

document that is filed in a court or affects a case that is or may be filed in a court; 

and 

 

   (iv)  giving advice about a case that is or may be filed in a court.  

 

§10ð102. 

 

 This title does not limit the right of:  

 

   (1) an individual to appear on the individual õs own behalf before a 

court or other unit of the State government;  

 

  (2) a title insurance company to examine and to insure titles to real 

property;  

 

  (3) a collection company to engage in the business of collecting or 

adjusting commercial claims; or  

 

  (4) a lawyer who is employed on a regular salaried basis by a 

corporation to represent the corporation before a court or other unit of the State 

government.  

 

§10ð103. 

 

 (a) Subject to this title, the Court of Appeals shall a dopt rules that govern 

the standards and procedures for admission to the Bar.  

 

 (b) The rules under this section shall include provisions for:  

 

  (1) a uniform system of Bar examination in the State;  

 

  (2) the registration of each applicant for admission to the Bar;  

 

  (3) the qualifications of each applicant for admission to the Bar;  

 

  (4) the examination of the character of each applicant for admiss ion 

to the Bar; and  

 

  (5) the fees to be paid by an applicant.  

 

§10ð201. 
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 There is a State Board of Law Examiners.  

 

§10ð202. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board consists of 7 members. 

 

  (2) Each member shall be a lawyer.  

 

  (3) The Court of Appeals shall appoint the members of the Board.  

 

 (b) Each member of the Board shall have been a lawyer for at least 5 yea rs. 

 

 (c) (1) The term of a member is 5 years and begins on January 1.  

 

  (2) The terms of members are staggered as required by the terms 

provided for members of the Board on October 1, 1989.  

 

  (3) At the end of a term, a member continues to serve until a 

successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (4) A member who is appointed after a term has begun serves only 

for the rest of the term and until a successor is appointed a nd qualifies.  

 

  (5) The Court of Appeals may reappoint a member.  

 

 (d) A majority of the authorized membership of the Board is a quorum.  

 

§10ð203. 

 

 The Board shall pay all money c ollected under this title into the General Fund 

of the State.  

 

§10ð206. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided by law, before an individual may practice 

law in the State, the individual shall:  

 

  (1) be admitted to the Bar; and  

 

  (2) meet any requirement that the Court of Appeals may set by rule.  

 

 (b) This section does not apply to:  
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  (1) a person while representing a landlord in a summa ry ejectment 

or a rent escrow proceeding in the District Court of Maryland;  

 

  (2) a person while representing a tenant in a summary ejectment or 

a rent escrow proceeding in the District Court of Maryland if the person is:  

 

   (i)  a law student practicing in a clinical law program at a law 

school accredited by the American Bar Association with the in ðcourt supervision of a 

faculty member; or  

 

   (ii)  employed by a nonprofit orga nization receiving grants from 

the Maryland Legal Services Corporation and:  

 

    1. the person has training and experience;  

 

    2. the person is supervised by a lawyer; and  

 

    3. the supervising lawyer õs appearance is entered in 

the proceeding;  

 

  (3) an insurance company while defending an insured through staff 

counsel; 

 

  (4) an officer of a corporation, an employe e designated by an officer 

of a corporation, a partner in a business operated as a partnership or an employee 

designated by a partner, a member of a limited liability company or an employee 

designated by a member of a limited liability company, or an emplo yee designated by 

the owner of a business operated as a sole proprietorship while the officer, partner, 

member, or employee is appearing on behalf of the corporation, partnership, limited 

liability company, or business in a civil action in the District Cou rt of Maryland or an 

appeal from the District Court of Maryland if:  

 

   (i)  the action or appeal:  

 

    1. is based on a claim that does not exceed the amount 

set under § 4ð405 of the Courts  Article for a small claim action; and  

 

    2. is not based on an assignment, to the corporation, 

partnership, or business, of the claim of another;  

 

   (ii)  in the case of a designated employee, the employee: 

 

    1. is not assigned on a full ðtime basis to appear in the 

District Court on behalf of the corporation, partnership, or business;  
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    2. provides the court a power of attorney sworn to by 

the employer that certifies that the designated employee is an authorized agent of 

the corporation, partnership, limited liability company, or sole proprietorship and 

may bind the corporation, partnership, limited liability company, or sole 

proprietorship on matters pending before the court; and  

 

    3. is not an individual who is disbarred or suspended 

as a lawyer in any state; and  

 

   (iii)  the corporation, partnership, limited liability company, or 

business does not contract, hire, or employ another business entity to provide 

appearance services; 

 

  (5) an individual who is authorized by a county employee to represent 

the employee at any step of the county õs grievance procedure; or  

 

  (6) a director or an officer of a common ownership community while 

representing the common ownership community in a dispute, hearing, or other 

matter before a board or commission established to oversee one or more of the 

following common ownership communities:  

 

   (i)  a development subject to a declaration enforced by a 

homeowners association as defined in § 11Bð101 of the Real Property Article;  

 

   (ii ) a residential condominium as defined in § 11ð101 of the 

Real Property Article; or  

 

   (iii)  a cooperative housing corporation as defined in § 5ð6Bð01 

of the Corporations and Associations Article.  

 

 (c) (1) In this subsection, òpractice patent law ó: 

 

   (i)  means to perform professional services that the Patent and 

Trademark Office requires to be performed by an individual registered to pra ctice 

before that Office; and  

 

   (ii)  includes preparing a copyright application or assignment 

and submitting it to the Copyright Office of the Library of Congress.  

 

  (2) While there is a Patent and Tradema rk Office in the State, an 

individual may practice patent law in the State if the individual is:  

 

   (i)  authorized to practice law in any other state; and  
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   (ii)  registered to practice patent law befor e the Patent and 

Trademark Office.  

 

  (3) Unless otherwise authorized under this title, an individual who 

practices patent law under this subsection may not:  

 

   (i)  appear as an attorney at law in a court; o r 

 

   (ii)  practice law generally in the State.  

 

 (d) (1) (i)  In this subsection the following words have the meanings 

indicated.  

 

   (ii)  òAffiliate ó means a person that, directly or indirectly 

through one or more intermediaries, controls, is controlled by, or is under common 

control with an employer.  

 

   (iii)  òControló means the possession, directly or indirectly, of 

the power t o direct or cause the direction of, whether through the ownership of voting 

securities, by contract, or by some other means, the management and policies of a 

person. 

 

  (2) Subject to paragraph (3) of this subsection, this section doe s not 

apply to an individual who is admitted to the bar of any other state, while giving legal 

advice to the individual õs employer or the employer õs organizational affiliates.  

 

  (3) An individual who gives legal advice un der this subsection:  

 

   (i)  is subject to disciplinary proceedings as the Maryland 

Rules provide; and  

 

   (ii)  may not appear before a unit of the State government or of 

a political subdivision unless a court grants the individual a special admission in 

accordance with § 10ð215 of this subtitle.  

 

§10ð207. 

 

 (a) To qualify for admission to the Bar, an applicant shall be an individual 

who meets the requireme nts of this section.  

 

 (b) An applicant shall be of good character and reputation.  

 

 (c) An applicant shall be at least 18 years old as of the date of admission.  
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 (d) An applicant shall:  

 

  (1) have completed the academic work necessary to meet the 

minimum requirements for admission to an American Bar Association approved law 

school; and 

 

  (2) have a degree of juris doctor or its equivalent from a law school 

that the Board recognizes.  

 

 (e) An applicant shall pass a written examination given by the Board under 

this subtitle.  

 

 (f) An applicant shall meet any other qualification or requirement that the 

Court of Appeals establ ishes by rule.  

 

§10ð208. 

 

 (a) An applicant for admission to the Bar shall submit to the Board a 

petition to the Court of Appeals on the form that the Board provides.  

 

 (b) An applicant shall pay to the Board:  

 

  (1) an examination fee, as set by the Court of Appeals, not exceeding:  

 

   (i)  $250 for fiscal year 2009; and  

 

   (ii)  $400 for fiscal year 2010 and thereafter; and  

 

  (2) any other fee set by the Court of Appeals.  

 

§10ð209. 

 

 (a) (1) An applicant who otherwise qualifies for admission to the Bar is 

entitled to be examined as provided under this section.  

 

  (2) Notwithstanding § 10-207(c) of this subtitle, an individual under 

the age of 18 years may take the examination.  

 

 (b) Subject to the rules adopted by the Court of Appeals, the Board 

periodically shall give e xaminations to applicants at the times and places that the 

Board determines.  
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 (c) The Board shall give each applicant notice of the time and place of 

examination.  

 

 (d) Subject to the rules adopted by the Court of Appea ls, the Board shall 

determine the subjects, scope, and form of and the passing score for examinations.  

 

 (e) The Board shall report to the Court of Appeals:  

 

  (1) the results of each examination that the Board gives ; and 

 

  (2) recommendations about the character and reputation of each 

applicant who passes the examination.  

 

§10ð210. 

 

 (a) An applicant who is a member of the bar of another state may become a  

member of the Bar of this State if the applicant:  

 

  (1) is of good character and reputation;  

 

  (2) provides adequate evidence that, for at least 5 of the 7 years 

immediately before applying for admission to th e Bar, the applicant was practicing 

law or teaching law or was a judge;  

 

  (3) pays the application fee set by the Court of Appeals; and  

 

  (4) passes an examination given by the Board.  

 

 (b) The Court of Appeals may adopt rules to govern:  

 

  (1) the content and administration of an examination given under 

this section;  

 

  (2) the determination of the character and reputation of applicants; 

and 

 

  (3) any other matter necessary to provide for the admission to the 

Bar of applicants under this section.  

 

§10ð211. 

 

 If an applicant meets the requirements of this Part II of this subtitle, the Court 

of Appeals shall pass an order of admission of the applicant to the Bar.  
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§10ð212. 

 

 On admission to the Bar, a lawyer shall take the following oath or affirmation 

in open court:  

 

 òI do solemnly (swear) ( affirm) that I will at all times demean myself fairly and 

honorably as an attorney and practitioner at law; that I will bear true allegiance to 

the State of Maryland, and support the laws and Constitution thereof, and that I will 

bear true allegiance to th e United States, and that I will support, protect and defend 

the Constitution, laws and government thereof as the supreme law of the land; any 

law, or ordinance of this or any state to the contrary notwithstanding. ó 

 

§10ð213. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section and while an admission to the 

Bar is in effect, the admission authorizes a lawyer to practice law in any court.  

 

 (b) Before a lawyer may practice law, the lawyer shall satisf y any additional 

requirement set by rule of the Court of Appeals.  

 

§10ð214. 

 

 The Court of Appeals may revoke an order of admission to the Bar that is 

obtained fraudulently or deceptively.  

 

§10ð215. 

 

 (a) Subject to subsections (b) and (c) of this section, on a motion filed as 

required by rules adopted by the Court of Appeals, a court may grant special 

admission to practice law in a particular case to an individual who is:  

 

  (1) admitted to the bar of another state; and  

 

  (2) employed by a party in the case before:  

 

   (i)  a court or other unit of the State government; or  

 

   (ii)  a unit o f a political subdivision of the State.  

 

 (b) A special admission to practice law may be granted only:  

 

  (1) by the court hearing the case for which an individual requests the 

special admission; or  
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  (2) if the case is before a unit other than a court, by:  

 

   (i)  the circuit court for the county where the unit has its 

principal office; or  

 

   (ii)  any circuit court to which the case may be ap pealed. 

 

 (c) An individual may practice law under this section only in connection 

with the case for which the special admission is granted.  

 

 (d) An individual who practices law under this section is subject to 

discipli nary proceedings as the Maryland Rules provide.  

 

§10ð218. 

 

 Subject to the evaluation and reestablishment provisions of the Maryland 

Program Evaluation Act, this subtitle shall terminate and be of no effect after July 1, 

2030. 

 

§10ð301. 

 

 (a) In this Part I of this subtitle the following words have the meanings 

indicated.  

 

 (b) (1) òAttorney trust account ó means an account that a lawyer or law 

firm ma intains at a financial institution for the deposit of trust money.  

 

  (2) òAttorney trust account ó includes an escrow account.  

 

 (c) òBeneficial owner ó means a person, other than the client of  a lawyer, for 

whose benefit a lawyer is entrusted to hold trust money.  

 

 (d) òTrust money ó means a deposit, payment, or other money that a person 

entrusts to a lawyer to hold for the benefit of a client or a beneficial owner.  

 

§10ð302. 

 

 (a) Unless a lawyer or the firm of the lawyer maintains an attorney trust 

account in accordance with this subtitle and the Maryland Rules, the lawyer may not 

accept trust money.  

 

 (b) Each attorney trust account shall be maintained at an approved 

financial institution, as provided in the Maryland Rules.  
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 (c) (1) An attorney trust account may be an interest bearing or 

noninterest bearing account.  

 

  (2) An attorney trust account may be:  

 

   (i)  a savings account;  

 

   (ii)  a checking account;  

 

   (iii)  an account that is subject to negotiable orders of 

withdrawal; or  

 

   (iv)  any combination of these accounts.  

 

  (3) A lawyer who deposits trust money in a noninterest bearing 

account is not liable for damages that relate to the loss of interest on the trust money 

if the depos it is made in compliance with:  

 

   (i)  the provisions of this Part I of this subtitle; and  

 

   (ii)  the applicable provisions of the Maryland Rules of 

Professional Conduct.  

 

§10ð303. 

 

 (a) Subject to this section a lawyer shall deposit trust money in an attorney 

trust account, all interest on which is payable to the Maryland Legal Services 

Corporation Fund established under § 11ð402 of the Human Services Ar ticle.  

 

 (b) A lawyer shall deposit trust money in an interest bearing account under 

this section whenever the lawyer reasonably expects that, for the period that the 

lawyer expects to hold the trust money, the interest that it would earn : 

 

  (1) would not exceed $50; or  

 

  (2) (i)  would exceed $50; but  

 

   (ii)  would not cover the cost of administering an interest 

bearing account on which interest is payable to the client or beneficial owner.  

 

 (c) The Administrative Office of the Courts, in consultation with the 

Maryland Legal Services Corporation, may waive the provisions of subsection (b) of 

this section with respect to a lawyer or law firm that demonstrates that it will cost 

the Maryland Legal Services Corporation Fund more in service charges to open and 
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maintain an attorney trust account with the interest payable to the Maryland Legal 

Services Corporation Fund than will be generated in interest by the attorney trust 

account. 

 

 (d) (1) At least quarterly, each financial institution that has an account 

described under this section shall:  

 

   (i)  deduct from the total interest accumulated in the accoun t 

any service charge due on the account; and  

 

   (ii)  pay the net interest to the Maryland Legal Services 

Corporation Fund.  

 

  (2) A financial institution:  

 

   (i)  may not charge aga inst the individual accounts of a lawyer 

any service charges for trust money in an account under this section; and  

 

   (ii)  may charge the Maryland Legal Services Corporation 

Fund.  

 

§10ð304. 

 

 (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a lawyer 

expeditiously shall deposit trust money into an attorney trust account.  

 

 (b) Subsection (a) of this section does not apply if there is a court order to 

the contrary.  

 

 (c) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section or any other law, a lawyer 

may disburse, at settlement in a real estate transaction, trust money that the lawyer 

receives in the transaction.  

 

§10ð305. 

 

 Except for trust money that a lawyer is required to deposit in an attorney trust 

account that earns interest payable to the Maryland Legal Services Corporation, a 

lawyer may withdraw trust money from an attorney trust account and invest it:  

 

   (1) as the client or beneficial owner of the trust money instructs; or  

 

  (2) as the lawyer and the client or beneficial owner of the trust money 

agree. 

 



 

 - 296 - 

§10ð306. 

 

 A lawyer may not use trust money for any purpose other than the purpose for 

which the trust money is entrusted to the lawyer.  

 

§10ð307. 

 

 A lawyer who willfully violates any provision of this Part I of this subtitle, 

except for the requiremen t that a lawyer deposit trust money in an attorney trust 

account for charitable purposes under § 10ð303 of this subtitle, is subject to 

disciplinary proceedings as the Maryland Rules provide.  

 

§10ð310. 

 

 In thi s Part II of this subtitle, òFundó means the Client Protection Fund of the 

Bar of Maryland.  

 

§10ð311. 

 

 (a) The Court of Appeals may adopt rules that:  

 

  (1) establish a Client Protec tion Fund of the Bar of Maryland;  

 

  (2) provide for the appointment of trustees to administer the Fund; 

and 

 

  (3) provide for the operation of the Fund.  

 

 (b) The purpose of the Fund is to mai ntain the integrity of the legal 

profession by paying money to reimburse losses caused by defalcations of lawyers.  

 

 (c) By rule, the Court of Appeals may:  

 

  (1) require a lawyer to pay an annual fee, not exceeding $20, to the 

Fund; and  

 

  (2) specify the penalties, including suspension and disbarment, for 

practicing law without having paid the annual fee.  

 

 (d) The Fund may raise and collect money through voluntary contributio ns 

or other means.  

 

§10ð312. 
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 (a) The trustees appointed under § 10-311 of this subtitle shall:  

 

  (1) receive contributions to the Fund; and  

 

  (2) manage the assets of the Fund.  

 

 (b) To the extent the trustees consider reimbursement proper and 

reasonable, the trustees may use the Fund to reimburse a person for a loss that was 

caused by a defalcation of a lawyer if:  

 

  (1) the l awyer caused the loss while acting for the person as an 

attorney at law or a fiduciary; and  

 

  (2) the person cannot recover the money under a bond.  

 

 (c) The trustees may enforce a claim for restitution arising by s ubrogation, 

assignment, or otherwise against any person whose actions gave rise to a claim that 

the Fund pays.  

 

§10ð313. 

 

 (a) By August 31 of each year, the Fund shall provide a list of lawyers who 

have paid an annua l fee to the Fund during the previous fiscal year to:  

 

  (1) the Department of Assessments and Taxation, to assist the 

Department in identifying new businesses within the State; and  

 

  (2) the Comptroller, to ass ist the Comptroller in determining 

whether each lawyer on the list has paid all undisputed taxes and unemployment 

insurance contributions payable to the Comptroller or the Secretary of Labor.  

 

 (b) The list provided under this section sha ll:  

 

  (1) be provided free of charge; and  

 

  (2) include, for each person on the list:  

 

   (i)  the name and mailing address of the person; and  

 

   (ii)  the federal tax identification number of the person or, if the 

person does not have a federal tax identification number, the Social Security number 

of the person.  
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 (c) If the Comptroller determines that a lawyer has not paid all undisputed 

taxes and unemployment insurance contributions payable to the Comptroller or the 

Secretary of Labor and the lawyer does not make payment or provide for payment in 

a manner satisfactory to the unit responsible for collection within 60 days after 

receiving notic e of the delinquency from the Comptroller, or within any longer period 

authorized for good cause by the unit responsible for collection, the Comptroller may 

refer the matter to Bar Counsel under Maryland Rule 16 ð731. 

 

§10ð401. 

 

 The Attorney General may investigate, as provided in this subtitle, a complaint 

of an unauthorized practice of law.  

 

§10ð402. 

 

 (a) (1) Each investigation conducted under this subtitle is confidentia l. 

 

  (2) Except as otherwise provided in this section, a person who 

participates in an investigation may not disclose the name of a person under 

investigation, the name of a witness, or any other information obtained in the 

investiga tion.  

 

 (b) A person who participates in an investigation may disclose information 

to: 

 

  (1) the person under investigation; and  

 

  (2) a person to whom disclosure is required in the discharge of an 

official duty.  

 

§10ð403. 

 

 Whenever the Attorney General conducts an investigation under this subtitle, 

the Attorney General shall provide to the person under investigation:  

 

   (1) a written s tatement that specifies the conduct under 

investigation; and  

 

  (2) an opportunity to be heard and to present evidence on the conduct 

under investigation.  

 

§10ð404. 
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 (a) In an investigation unde r this subtitle, the Attorney General, a deputy 

attorney general, or any assistant attorney general whom the Attorney General 

designates may:  

 

  (1) issue a subpoena for the attendance of a witness to testify or the 

production of evid ence; 

 

  (2) administer oaths; and  

 

  (3) examine witnesses.  

 

 (b) The laws that relate to civil actions govern the attendance and 

compensation of witnesses in an investigation under this subtit le. 

 

 (c) If a person fails to comply with a subpoena or refuses to testify about a 

material matter, on petition of the Attorney General, a circuit court may compel 

compliance with the subpoena.  

 

§10ð405. 

 

 In an investigation under this subtitle, an officer of the State or of a political 

subdivision of the State or a deputy, clerk, or employee of the officer shall provide the 

information and help requested by the Attorney General, a deputy attorney gener al, 

or any assistant attorney general whom the Attorney General designates.  

 

§10ð406. 

 

 (a) The Attorney General or Bar Counsel appointed under Maryland Rule 

16-712 may sue to enjoin an unauthorized person from practi cing, attempting to 

practice, or offering to practice law.  

 

 (b) (1) If the Attorney General brings an action under this section, Bar 

Counsel may intervene for good cause at any stage of the proceeding.  

 

  (2) If  Bar Counsel brings an action under this section, the Attorney 

General may intervene for good cause at any stage of the proceeding.  

 

§10ð407. 

 

 The remedies and procedures set forth in this subtitle are in addition to and  

not in substitution for other remedies and procedures that address the unauthorized 

practice of law.  

 

§10ð501. 
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 (a) Subject to subsection (b) of this section, an attorney at law has a lien on:  

 

  (1) a cause of action or proceeding of a client of the attorney at law 

from the time the cause of action arises or the proceeding begins; and  

 

  (2) a settlement, judgment, or award that a client receives as a result 

of legal servi ces that the attorney at law performs.  

 

 (b) A lien under this section attaches only if, and to the extent that, under 

a specific agreement between an attorney at law and a client, the client owes the 

attorney at law a fee or other compen sation for legal services that produced the 

settlement, judgment, or award.  

 

 (c) A lien under this section is subordinate only to:  

 

  (1) a prior lien for wages due to an employee of the client for work 

related to t he settlement, judgment, or award; or  

 

  (2) a lien for taxes that the client owes the State.  

 

 (d) An attorney at law may retain property subject to a lien under this 

section and bring an action for execution under the lien only in accordance with rules 

that the Court of Appeals adopts.  

 

§10ð502. 

 

 (a) (1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

  (2) òLawyer counseling c ommitteeó means a group of individuals 

that:  

 

   (i)  is recognized by the Court of Appeals;  

 

   (ii)  is a standing committee of the Maryland State Bar 

Association or of a local bar association;  

 

   (iii)  consists of lawyers and other individuals necessary to carry 

out the functions of the committee; and  

 

   (iv)  evaluates and helps a lawyer in need of treatment and 

rehabilitation for:  

 

    1. substance abuse; or 
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    2. any other physical, emotional, or mental condition 

that adversely affects the ability of the lawyer to practice law in accordance with the 

rules adopted by the Court of Appea ls. 

 

  (3) òLocal bar association ó means: 

 

   (i)  in Baltimore City, the Bar Association of Baltimore City; 

or 

 

   (ii)  in each county, the bar association with the great est 

number of members who are residents of the county and who maintain their principal 

office for the practice of law in that county.  

 

 (b) (1) This subsection does not apply to a proceeding before the Attorney 

Grievance Commission or  a disciplinary proceeding against a lawyer before a circuit 

court or the Court of Appeals.  

 

  (2) The proceedings, records, and files of a lawyer counseling 

committee are not admissible into evidence or discoverable in an action that  arises 

out of a matter that the lawyer counseling committee is or has been reviewing.  

 

 (c) Notwithstanding any other law, a member of a lawyer counseling 

committee shall have the immunity from liability and may not be subject to any 

disciplinary proceeding as described in § 5-416 of the Courts and Judicial Proceedings 

Article.  

 

§10ð601. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided by law, a person may not practice, attempt 

to practice, or offer to practi ce law in the State unless admitted to the Bar.  

 

 (b) While an individual is on inactive status or disbarred or while the 

individual õs right to practice law is suspended or revoked, the individual may:  

 

  (1) discharge existing obligations;  

 

  (2) collect and distribute accounts receivable; or  

 

  (3) perform any other act that is necessary to conclude the affairs of 

a law practice but that does not constitute practicin g law.  
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 (c) It is not a defense to a charge of a violation of this section that the 

defendant acted through an officer, director, partner, trustee, agent, or employee who 

is a lawyer.  

 

§10ð602. 

 

 Unless authorized by law to practice law in the State, a person may not 

represent to the public, by use of a title, including òlawyeró, òattorney at law ó, or 

òcounselor at law ó, by description of services, methods, or procedur es, or otherwise, 

that the person is authorized to practice law in the State.  

 

§10ð603. 

 

 (a) This section does not apply to:  

 

  (1) a lawyer while employed as a part ðtime magistrate for ju venile 

cases; or 

 

  (2) an individual while:  

 

   (i)  performing an affirmative duty required by law; or  

 

   (ii)  engaging in an activity related to a case in which the 

individual is a party or has a property interest.  

 

 (b) Even if an individual has been admitted to the Bar, the individual may 

not practice law while employed:  

 

  (1) except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, as a sher iff or 

deputy sheriff;  

 

  (2) in a jail or penitentiary, as:  

 

   (i)  a warden or deputy warden; or  

 

   (ii)  a superintendent or deputy superintendent;  

 

  (3) as a bailiff;  

 

  (4) as a clerk or deputy clerk of any court or an employee of a clerk;  

 

  (5) as a register or deputy register of wills or an employee of a 

register of wills; or  
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  (6) as an officer or employee in a juvenile court.  

 

 (c) An individual employed as a sheriff or deputy sheriff in Washington 

County who has been admitted to the Bar may practice law in a county other than 

Washington County.  

 

 (d) (1) This subsection does not apply to the settlement of small estates 

as set forth in Title 5, Subtitle 6 of the Estates and Trusts Article.  

 

  (2) In Prince Georgeõs County, a sheriff, deputy sheriff, warden, 

deputy warden,  clerk, or employee of any court may not prepare or help in the 

preparation of any form or document that is filed in a court in that county or that 

affects a case that is or may be filed in a court in that county.  

 

§10ð604. 

 

 (a) (1) In this section the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

  (2) òLaw enforcement agency ó means an agency that is listed in § 3ð

101(e) of the Public Safety Article.  

 

  (3) òMotor vehicle accident ó has the meaning stated in § 27ð401 of 

the Insurance Article.  

 

  (4) òReportó means a report completed by a police officer of a law 

enforcement agency that:  

 

   (i)  indicates that a motor vehicle accident occurred; and  

 

   (ii)  includes information about a person involved in the motor 

vehicle accident, including the person õs name, telephone number, and address . 

 

 (b) Without an existing relationship or interest in an issue:  

 

  (1) a person may not, for personal gain, solicit another person to sue 

or to retain a lawyer to represent the other person in a lawsuit;  

 

  (2) a person who is not a lawyer may not, for personal gain, access a 

report for the purpose of soliciting another person to sue or to retain a lawyer to 

represent the other person; and  

 

  (3) a lawyer, except as provid ed in the Rules of Professional Conduct, 

may not:  
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   (i)  for personal gain, solicit another person to sue or to retain 

the lawyer to represent the person in a lawsuit;  

 

   (ii)  directly or indirectly emp loy or in any way compensate or 

agree to employ or compensate any person as an expert witness or otherwise for the 

purpose of having that person solicit or attempt to solicit clients for the lawyer;  

 

   (iii)  knowingly represent a  person who retained the lawyer as 

a result of solicitation prohibited under this section; or  

 

   (iv)  cause a case to be instituted without the authority of a 

client.  

 

 (c) Any solicitation involving acts descri bed in this section is prima facie 

evidence that the person soliciting is acting for gain.  

 

§10ð605. 

 

 A sheriff, deputy sheriff, constable, police officer, or other law enforcement 

official may not solicit clients for a lawyer in a place where individuals are held while 

awaiting trial for criminal offenses.  

 

§10ð605.1. 

 

 (a) This section applies only to the following forms of communication:  

 

  (1) an audio recor ding;  

 

  (2) a computer on -line transmission;  

 

  (3) a facsimile transmission;  

 

  (4) a letter or other form of written communication;  

 

  (5) a telegraphic transmission ; 

 

  (6) a telephonic transmission; and  

 

  (7) a video recording.  

 

 (b) A lawyer may not send a communication, directly or through an agent, 

to a prospective client for the purpose of obtaining professional employment if the 

communication concerns an action for personal injury or wrongful death, or otherwise 

relates to an accident or disaster involving the person to whom the communication is 
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sent or the personõs relative, unless the acciden t or disaster occurred more than 30 

days before the date the communication is sent.  

 

 (c) This section does not apply to a communication sent by a lawyer to a 

prospective client at the request of the prospective client.  

 

§10ð605.2. 

 

 (a) (1) This section applies only to a communication:  

 

   (i)  in a form described under subsection (c) of this section;  

 

   (ii)  sent by a lawyer, directly or throug h an agent or employee, 

to a prospective client for the purpose of obtaining professional employment; and  

 

   (iii)  if the communication concerns:  

 

    1. an action for personal injury or wrongful dea th, or 

otherwise relates to an accident or disaster involving the person to whom the 

communication is sent or the person õs relative; or  

 

    2. a criminal prosecution, or a prosecution of a traffic 

offense that is punish able by a period of incarceration, involving the person to whom 

the communication is sent or the person õs relative.  

 

  (2) This section does not apply to a direct marketing communication 

that is not related to:  

 

   (i)  a specific accident or disaster described under paragraph 

(1)(iii)1 of this subsection; or  

 

   (ii)  a specific criminal prosecution or traffic offense described 

under paragraph (1)(iii)2 of this subsection.  

 

 (b) This section does not apply to a communication sent to a prospective 

client at the request of the prospective client.  

 

 (c) This section applies only to the following forms of communication:  

 

  (1) an audio recording;  

 

  (2) a computer onðline transmission;  

 

  (3) a facsimile transmission;  
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  (4) a letter or other form of written communication;  

 

  (5) a telegraphic transmission;  

 

  (6) a telephonic transmission; and  

 

  (7) a video recording.  

 

 (d) (1) Each communication shall include the words òthis is an 

advertisement ó in a promine nt place at the beginning and end of each communication 

as required in this subsection.  

 

  (2) In a communication sent by computer on ðline transmission, 

facsimile, mail, or telegraph, the required wording shall appear in conspic uous print 

size and in a freestanding form:  

 

   (i)  on the outside of the envelope, if any; and  

 

   (ii)  at the beginning and end of the contents of the 

communication.  

 

  (3) If the form of the communication is a self ðmailing brochure or 

pamphlet, the required wording shall appear on the address panel of the brochure or 

pamphlet.  

 

  (4) In a video recording communication, the required wording:  

 

   (i)  shall appear conspicuously in the communication for at 

least five seconds at the beginning and for at least five seconds at the end of the 

communication; and  

 

   (ii)  of the audio recording portion, if any, of  the communication 

shall meet the requirements of paragraph (5) of this subsection.  

 

  (5) In an audio recording communication, the required wording shall 

appear, at the beginning and end of the communication, in a tone, volume, clari ty, 

and speed of delivery at least substantially equivalent to the quality of the tone, 

volume, clarity, and speed of the audio elsewhere in the communication.  

 

 (e) A written communication may not be in the form of, or include, legal 

pleadings or legal documents.  
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 (f) A communication may not reveal on the envelope, or on the outside of a 

selfðmailing brochure or pamphlet, the nature of the prospective client õs legal matter.  

 

 (g) In additio n to meeting the requirements of this section, a 

communication shall comply with Rules 19 ð307.1 through 19 ð307.4 of the Maryland 

Rules. 

 

 (h) (1) In this subsection, òBar Counseló means the principal executive 

officer of the disciplinary system for lawyers under the Maryland Rules.  

 

  (2) Subject to the provisions of this subsection, a person who sends a 

communication shall, within 3 days after the date that the communication is sent, 

file the following with the Bar Counsel:  

 

   (i)  a copy of the communication, together with a sample copy 

of the envelope, if any, used in conjunction with the communication; and  

 

   (ii)  the name of the perso n to whom the communication was 

sent and the personõs mailing address, telephone number, or telecommunication 

address to which the communication was sent.  

 

  (3) If communications identical in content are sent to two or more 

persons, a person may comply with the provisions of paragraph (2) of this subsection 

by filing with the Bar Counsel within 3 days after the date that the communication 

was sent a single copy of the communication together with a list of the names and the 

appli cable mailing addresses, telephone numbers, or telecommunication addresses of 

the persons to whom the communication was sent.  

 

  (4) If the person periodically sends an identical communication to 

additional persons, the person may com ply with the provisions of paragraph (2) of 

this subsection by filing with Bar Counsel lists of additional names and the applicable 

mailing addresses, telephone numbers, or telecommunication addresses not less than 

monthly.  

 

  (5) A communication may not state or imply that a communication is 

approved by the Bar Counsel, the State, or any unit of the State.  

 

 (i)  A lawyer, or a person acting as an agent or employee of the lawyer, may 

not send, or knowingly permit to b e sent, on a lawyerõs behalf, on the behalf of a 

lawyerõs firm, partner, or associate, or on behalf of any other lawyer affiliated with 

the lawyer, a communication that does not meet the requirements of this section.  

 

§10ð606. 
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 (a) (1) A corporation, partnership, or any other association that violates 

§ 10ð601 or § 10ð602 of this subtitle is subject to a fine not exceeding $5,000.  

 

  (2) An officer, director,  partner, trustee, agent, or employee who acts 

to enable a corporation, partnership, or association to violate § 10ð601 or § 10ð602 of 

this subtitle is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not 

exceeding $5,000 or imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or both.  

 

  (3) Except as provided in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection, a 

person who violates § 10ð601 of this subtitle is guilty of a misdemeanor and on 

conviction is subject  to a fine not exceeding $5,000 or imprisonment not exceeding 1 

year or both.  

 

 (b) A person who willfully violates any provision of Subtitle 3, Part I of this 

title, except for the requirement that a lawyer deposit trust money in an atto rney 

trust account for charitable purposes under § 10ð303 of this title, is guilty of a 

misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $5,000 or 

imprisonment not exceeding 5 years or both.  

 

 (c) Except as prov ided in subsections (a) and (b) of this section, a person 

who violates any provision of this title is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction 

is subject to a fine not exceeding $1,000 or imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or both.  

 

§10ð701. 

 

 This title may be cited as the òMaryland Lawyers Act ó. 

 

§10.5ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) (1) òLand pr ofessionaló means a person that, acting on the person õs 

own behalf or on behalf of a prospective lessee or buyer, negotiates with a property 

owner for the acquisition of mineral rights in oil or gas in the State.  

 

  (2) òLand professional ó does not include a person that negotiates for 

the acquisition or divestiture of a lessee õs interest in an existing lease for mineral 

rights in oil or gas.  

 

 (c) (1) òMineral rights in oil or g asó means property rights that allow the 

holder of the rights to enter onto or under the property of another person for the 

extraction of crude oil, natural gas, or the constituents of crude oil or natural gas.  

 

  (2) òMin eral rights in oil or gas ó includes an oil or gas lease.  
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§10.5ð102. 

 

 A person may not operate as a land professional in the State unless the person 

registers with the Department and is issued a registration certif icate under this title.  

 

§10.5ð103. 

 

 (a) A person shall register as a land professional by submitting to the 

Department:  

 

  (1) an initial registration application on the form required by the 

Department; and  

 

  (2) an initial registration fee set by the Department.  

 

 (b) The Department shall assign a registration number and issue a 

registration certificate to each person that meets the requirements of subse ction (a) 

of this section.  

 

 (c) A registration under this title is valid for 2 years from the effective date 

of the registration and may be renewed by submitting to the Department:  

 

  (1) a registration renewal appl ication on the form required by the 

Department; and  

 

  (2) a registration renewal fee set by the Department.  

 

§10.5ð104. 

 

 Before obtaining any mineral rights in oil or gas from a property owner, a l and 

professional shall provide to the property owner proof that the land professional is 

registered under this title.  

 

§10.5ð105. 

 

 The Department shall adopt regulations that:  

 

  (1) establish a reg istration form for the initial and renewal 

registration of a land professional;  

 

  (2) set fees for the issuance of an initial registration and for a 

registration renewal;  
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  (3) provide for the assignment of a r egistration number and the 

issuance of a registration certificate to each registered land professional; and  

 

  (4) establish any other requirements and procedures necessary to 

implement this title.  

 

§10.5ð106. 

 

 The Department shall develop a means for providing public access to relevant 

information relating to each person registered under this title.  

 

§10.5ð107. 

 

 (a) A person that violates any provision of this  title or any regulation 

adopted under this title is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to:  

 

  (1) for a first violation, a fine of not less than $500 but not exceeding 

$1,000; and 

 

  (2) for a second or subsequent violation, a fine of not less than $1,000 

but not exceeding $2,000.  

 

 (b) Any fines collected under this section shall be paid into the General 

Fund of the State.  

 

§11ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) òAssociationó means the Association of Maryland Pilots.  

 

 (c) òBoardó means the State Board of Pilots.  

 

 (d) (1) òLicenseó means, unless the context requires otherwise, a license 

issued by the Board to provide pilotage.  

 

  (2) òLicenseó includes, unless the context requires otherwise, a 

limited license.  

 

 (e) (1) òLicensed pilot ó means a pilot who is licensed by the Board to 

provide pilotage.  

 

  (2) òLicensed pilot ó includes the holder of a limited license.  
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 (f) (1) òLimited license ó means a license issued by the Board to provide 

pilotage as limited by § 11ð407 of this title.  

 

  (2) òLimited license ó includes a 40ðfootðdraft limited license, a 36 ð

footðdraft limited license, and a 32 ðfootðdraft  limited license.  

 

 (g) òPilotó means an individual who provides pilotage.  

 

 (h) òPilot -in -training ó means an individual who is engaged  in training, 

under the supervision of a licensed pilot, to provide pilotage.  

 

 (i)  (1) òProvide pilotage ó means to pilot a vessel under the provisions of 

this title when the vessel is underway on the navigable waters of t he State, including 

when the vessel is towing or being towed by another vessel.  

 

  (2) òProvide pilotage ó includes:  

 

   (i)  maneuvering a vessel during berthing or unberthing 

operations; and  

 

   (ii)  shifting a vessel within a port with tug assistance.  

 

§11ð201. 

 

 There is a State Board of Pilots in the Department.  

 

§11ð202. 

 

 (a) (1) The Board consists of 9 members.  

 

  (2) Of the 9 members of the Board:  

 

   (i)  1 shall be the Secretary, as an ex officio member, or a 

designee of the Secretary;  

 

   (ii)  1 shall be the Preside nt of the Association;  

 

   (iii)  3 shall be retired or licensed pilots who have at least 5 

yearsõ experience providing pilotage;  

 

   (iv)  2 shall be members of the steamship industry who actively 

employ pilots;  
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   (v) 1 shall be a representative of the ship docking tugboat 

industry in the Port of Baltimore; and  

 

   (vi)  1 shall be a consumer member.  

 

  (3) The Governor shall a ppoint each member under paragraph 

(2)(iii), (iv), (v), and (vi) of this subsection with the advice of the Secretary.  

 

 (b) A designee of the Secretary:  

 

  (1) may not be or ever have been employed in the shipping or  

maritime industry; and  

 

  (2) may not have or ever have had a financial interest in the shipping 

or maritime industry.  

 

 (c) The consumer member of the Board:  

 

  (1) shall be a member of the ge neral public;  

 

  (2) may not be or ever have been employed or have or ever have had 

a financial interest in the shipping or maritime industry;  

 

  (3) may not be a licensee or otherwise be subject to regulation by  the 

Board;  

 

  (4) may not, within 1 year before appointment, have had a financial 

interest in or have received compensation from a person regulated by the Board; and  

 

  (5) may not be required to meet the qualif ications for the professional 

members of the Board.  

 

 (d) While a member of the Board, the consumer member may not:  

 

  (1) have a financial interest in or receive compensation from a person 

regulated by the Board; or  

 

  (2) grade any examination given by or for the Board.  

 

 (e) Before taking office, each appointee to the Board shall take the oath 

required by Article I, § 9 of the Maryland Constitution.  

 

 (f) (1) The term of an appointed member is 2 years and begins on June 

1. 
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  (2) The terms of appointed members are staggered as required by the 

terms provided for members of the Board on October 1, 1989.  

 

  (3) At the end of a term, a member continues to serve until a 

successor is appointed and qualifies.  

 

  (4) A member who is appointed after a term has begun serves only 

for the rest of the term and until a successor is appointed and qual ifies.  

 

  (5) An appointed member may not serve more than 2 terms 

consecutively.  

 

 (g) (1) The Governor may remove a member for incompetence or 

misconduct.  

 

  (2) Except as provided in parag raph (3) of this subsection and subject 

to paragraph (4) of this subsection, a member shall be considered to have resigned 

who has been appointed to the Board by the Governor if the member did not attend 

at least two ðthirds of the Board meetings held  during any consecutive 12 ðmonth 

period while the member was serving on the Board.  

 

  (3) The Governor may waive a member õs resignation and allow the 

member to continue serving if the member has been unable to attend meeti ngs for 

reasons satisfactory to the Governor and the reasons are made public.  

 

  (4) In accordance with § 8ð501 of the State Government Article, the 

chairperson shall provide notice to the Governor and the Governor shall ap point a 

successor. 

 

§11ð203. 

 

 From among the members of the Board, the Governor shall appoint a 

chairperson.  

 

§11ð204. 

 

 (a) A majority of the authorized membership of the Board is a quorum.  

 

 (b) The Board shall determine the times and places of its meetings.  

 

 (c) (1) Subject to paragraph (2) of this subsection and to the State 

budget, each member of the Board is entitled to:  
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   (i)  compensation of $500 per year, to be paid out of money that 

the Board collects; and  

 

   (ii)  reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State 

Travel Regulations.  

 

  (2) The Secretary or d esignee of the Secretary is not entitled to 

compensation under this subsection.  

 

 (d) The Board may employ a staff in accordance with the State budget.  

 

§11ð205. 

 

 (a) In addition to any powers set f orth elsewhere, the Board may adopt 

regulations and pass orders to govern and regulate licensed pilots.  

 

 (b) In addition to any duties set forth elsewhere, the Board shall:  

 

  (1) adopt a seal; and  

 

  (2) be responsible for safety in providing pilotage.  

 

§11ð206. 

 

 (a) The Board shall receive all fees and other charges collectible under §§ 

11ð406 and 11ð408 of this title.  

 

 (b) Except as otherwise provided by law, the Board shall pay all money 

collected under this title into the General Fund of the State.  

 

 (c) The compensation of the Board and reimbursement for expenses under 

the Standard State Trave l Regulations shall be as provided in the State budget.  

 

§11ð207. 

 

 The Board exercises its powers, duties, and functions subject to the authority 

of the Secretary.  

 

§11ð208. 

 

 (a) There is an incident committee within the Board.  

 

 (b) The chairperson of the Board shall appoint one pilot member of the 

Board and one steamship industry member of the Board to the incident committee.  
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 (c) The incident committee shall:  

 

  (1) review all complaints filed with the Board and all reports of 

incidents filed by a licensed pilot; and  

 

  (2) make a recommendation to the full Board on the disposition of 

each matter.  

 

 (d) Before making a recommendation, the incident committee may request 

the Department to appoint an individual with experience in the investigation of 

maritime casualties to prepare a report on the underlying facts of a complaint or 

incide nt arising under § 11-409(a)(5) of this title.  

 

§11ð301. 

 

 An individual shall be appointed by the Board before the individual may serve 

as a pilot -in -training.  

 

§11ð302. 

 

 The Boar d shall keep a list of all applicants who qualify to be pilots -in -training.  

 

§11ð303. 

 

 To be included on the list of applicants who qualify to be pilots -in -training, an 

applicant shall:  

 

   (1) be at least 21 years old;  

 

  (2) provide the Board with proof of recent satisfactory completion of 

the physical requirements for a first -class pilot license, as determined by the U.S. 

Coast Guard;  

 

  (3) agree to par ticipate in a U.S. Coast Guard approved random drug 

testing program;  

 

  (4) have one or more of the following maritime credentials:  

 

   (i)  a degree from a 4-year course of study at an accredited 

maritime ins titution acceptable to the Board, and a current license as third mate, or 

greater grade, of steam and motor vessels, any gross tons upon oceans;  
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   (ii)  a current license as a master of steam and motor vessels, 

any gross tons upo n oceans, that is issued by the U.S. Coast Guard and that contains 

an appropriate radar endorsement; or  

 

   (iii)  a minimum of 5 years õ experience in the maritime industry 

working on vessels in the deck department as a licen sed master or mate on tugs or 

inspected vessels, of which at least 2 years õ experience shall be as the master of a 

ship -assist harbor tug; and  

 

  (5) pass any mental or physical examination that the Board requires 

to verify that  the applicant is mentally and physically capable of providing pilotage.  

 

§11ð304. 

 

 An applicant for appointment as a pilot -in -training shall:  

 

   (1) submit to the Board an application on the form that the Board 

provides; and  

 

  (2) pay to the Board an application fee set by the Board.  

 

§11ð305. 

 

 (a) The Board shall place the name of each applicant who meets the 

requirements of this subti tle on the list of qualified applicants.  

 

 (b) From the list of qualified applicants, the Board may choose and appoint 

the number of pilots -in -training that the Board considers necessary to protect the 

commercial interests of the State.  

 

§11ð306. 

 

 Appointment as a pilot -in -training authorizes the individual to engage in 

training, under the supervision of a licensed pilot, to provide pilotage.  

 

§11ð401. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this subtitle, an individual shall be 

licensed by the Board before the individual may provide pilotage in the State.  

 

 (b) An individual may provide pilotage to a vessel in distress until a licensed 

pilot comes on board and offers to provide pilotage.  
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 (c) A person who provides pilotage without a license is liable for any 

damages that result.  

 

§11ð402. 

 

 Subject to the provisions of this subtitle, the Board may issue: 

 

  (1) a license; 

 

  (2) a 40ðfootðdraft  limited license;  

 

  (3) a 36ðfootðdraft  limited license; and  

 

  (4) a 32ðfootðdraf t  limited license.  

 

§11ð403. 

 

 (a) To qualify for a limited license, an applicant shall be an individual who 

meets the requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) An applicant shall have trained as a pilot ðinðtraining for at least 2 

years. 

 

 (c) An applicant shall possess sufficient ability, skill, and experience for a 

32ðfootðdraft limited license, a 36 ðfootðdraft limited license, or a 40 ðfootðdraft 

limited license as determined by the Board through observation of the applicant õs 

performance providing pilotage.  

 

 (d) An applicant shall meet any other requirements that the Board 

establishes.  

 

§11ð404. 

 

 (a) To qualify for an unlimited license, an applicant shall be an individual 

who meets the requirements of this section.  

 

 (b) An applicant who did not hold a limited license prior to October 1, 2004, 

shall have held  a limited license and have provided pilotage for at least 3 years.  

 

 (c) An applicant shall possess sufficient ability, skill, and experience for the 

unlimited license as determined by the Board through observation of the applicant õs 

performance providing pilotage.  
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 (d) An applicant shall meet any other requirements that the Board 

establishes.  

 

§11ð405. 

 

 To apply for a license, an applicant shall submit to the Board an applicati on on 

the form that the Board provides.  

 

§11ð406. 

 

 (a) If an applicant qualifies for a license under this subtitle, the Board shall 

send the applicant a notice that states that:  

 

  (1) the appli cant has qualified for a license; and  

 

  (2) the Board will issue the appropriate license to an applicant on 

receipt of a license fee of:  

 

   (i)  $600 for an unlimited license;  

 

   (ii)  $300 for a 40ðfootðdraft limited license;  

 

   (iii)  $300 for a 36ðfootðdraft limited license; or  

 

   (iv)  $200 for a 32ðfootðdraft limited license.  

 

 (b) On payment of the license fee, the Board shall issue an appropriate 

license to each applicant who meets the requirements of this subtitle.  

 

 (c) The Board shall seal each license that the Board issues with its official 

seal. 

 

§11ð406.1. 

 

 (a) An individual who holds an unlimited docking master license as of 

September 30, 2004, shall be issued an unlimited license upon completion of an 

application on the form that the Board provides.  

 

 (b) The Board shall set by regulation the training and experience 

requirements that must be met before a pilot who previously held a docking master 

license may be assigned work in addition to the berthing and unberthing of vessels 

with tug assist ance and the shifting of a vessel within a port with tug assistance.  
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 (c) The Board shall set by regulation the training and experience 

requirements that must be met before a pilot who previously provided pilotage service 

as defined in § 11-101(i)(1) of this title may be assigned work that includes the 

berthing and unberthing of vessels with tug assistance or the shifting of a vessel 

within a port with tug assistance.  

 

§11ð407. 

 

 (a) While an un limited license is in effect, it authorizes the licensee to 

provide pilotage for vessels of any draft.  

 

 (b) (1) While a 40ðfootðdraft limited license is in effect, it authorizes the 

licensee to provide pilotage for vessel s not exceeding 40ðfootðdraft.  

 

  (2) While a 36ðfootðdraft limited license is in effect, it authorizes the 

licensee to provide pilotage for vessels not exceeding 36 ðfootðdraft.  

 

  (3) While a 32ðfootðdraft limited license is in effect, it authorizes the 

licensee to provide pilotage for vessels not exceeding 32 ðfootðdraft.  

 

§11ð408. 

 

 (a) A license shall be effective  for 2 years from the date it is issued.  

 

 (b) (1) At least 1 month before a license expires, the Board shall mail or 

electronically transmit to the licensee:  

 

   (i)  a renewal application form; and  

 

   (ii)  a notice that states:  

 

    1. the date on which the current license expires; and  

 

    2. the amount of the renewal fee.  

 

  (2) If an electronic tran smission under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection is returned to the Board as undeliverable, the Board shall mail to the 

licensee, at the last known address of the licensee, the materials required under 

paragraph (1) of this subsection within 10 business day s of the date the Board 

received the notice that the electronic transmission was undeliverable.  

 

 (c) Before a license expires, the licensee periodically may renew it for an 

additional 2 ðyear term, if the licensee:  
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  (1) otherwise is entitled to be licensed;  

 

  (2) pays to the Board a renewal fee of:  

 

   (i)  $600 for an unlimited license;  

 

   (ii)  $300 for a 40ðfootðdraft limi ted license;  

 

   (iii)  $300 for a 36ðfootðdraft limited license; or  

 

   (iv)  $200 for a 32ðfootðdraft limited license; and  

 

  (3) submits to the Board a renew al application on the form that the 

Board provides.  

 

 (d) The Board shall renew the license of a licensee who meets the 

requirements of this section.  

 

§11ð409. 

 

 (a) Subject to the hearing provisions  of § 11-410 of this subtitle, the Board 

may deny a license to any applicant, reprimand any licensee, or suspend or revoke a 

license if the applicant or licensee:  

 

  (1) fraudulently or deceptively obtains or attempts to obtain a  license 

for the applicant or licensee or for another;  

 

  (2) fraudulently or deceptively uses a license;  

 

  (3) under the laws of the United States or of any state, is convicted 

of: 

 

   (i)  a felony; or  

 

   (ii)  a misdemeanor that is directly related to the fitness and 

qualification of the applicant or licensee to provide pilotage;  

 

  (4) pilots or attempts to pilot a vessel while under the  influence of:  

 

   (i)  alcohol; 

 

   (ii)  narcotics; or  
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   (iii)  any other substance that impairs the physical or mental 

ability of the pilot to perform in a safe manner;  

 

  (5) pilots a vessel in a negligent or reckless manner;  

 

  (6) anchors a vessel during a pilotage transit unless:  

 

   (i)  the anchorage was ordered by the master of the vessel; or  

 

   (ii)  the anchorage was necessary for reasons of safety or 

prudent navigation;  

 

  (7) violates the conflict -of-interest provisions of § 11-603 of this title;  

 

  (8) violates any regulation adopted by the Board; or  

 

  (9) violates any order passed by the Board.  

 

 (b) (1) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 11-410 of this subtitle, the 

Board shall revoke the license of any pilot who does not provide pilotage for 1 year.  

 

  (2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of this subsection, the Board may 

not revoke a license under this subsection if the failure of the pilot to provide pilotage 

was due to: 

 

   (i)  sickness of the pilot; or  

 

   (ii)  assignment to administrative duties.  

 

 (c) Subject to the hearing provisions of § 11-410 of this subtitle, the Board 

shall revoke the license of a pilot who, after recei ving notice, refuses to aid a vessel 

in distress:  

 

  (1) within 18 nautical miles south of Cape Henry;  

 

  (2) within 18 nautical miles east of Cape Henry;  

 

  (3) in the Chesapeake Bay; or  

 

  (4) in the ports of Maryland.  

 

 (d) (1) Instead of or in addition to suspending or revoking a license under 

subsection (a) of this section, the Board may impose a penalty not to exceed $2,000 

for each violation.  
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  (2) To determine the amount of the penalty imposed under this 

subsection, the Board shall consider:  

 

   (i)  the seriousness of the violation;  

 

   (ii)  the harm caused by the viol ation;  

 

   (iii)  the good faith of the licensee; and  

 

   (iv)  any history of previous violations by the licensee.  

 

 (e) The Board shall consider the following facts in the granting, deni al, 

renewal, suspension, or revocation of a license or the reprimand of a licensee when 

an applicant or licensee is convicted of a felony or misdemeanor described in 

subsection (a)(3) of this section:  

 

  (1) the nature of the crime;  

 

  (2) the relationship of the crime to the activities authorized by the 

license; 

 

  (3) with respect to a felony, the relevance of the conviction to the 

fitness and qualification of the applicant or licensee to p rovide pilotage;  

 

  (4) the length of time since the conviction; and  

 

  (5) the behavior and activities of the applicant or licensee before and 

after the conviction.  

 

§11ð410. 

 

 (a) Except as otherwise provided in § 10-226 of the State Government 

Article, before the Board takes any final action under § 11-409 of this subtitle, it shall 

give the individual against whom the action is contemplated an opportunity for a 

hearing before the Board.  

 

 (b) The Board shall give notice and hold the hearing in accordance with 

Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Government Article.  

 

 (c) The Board may administer oaths in connection with any procee ding 

under this section.  
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 (d) If, after due notice, the individual against whom the action is 

contemplated fails or refuses to appear, nevertheless the Board may hear and 

determine the matter.  

 

§11ð411. 

 

 Any person aggrieved by a final decision of the Board in a contested case, as 

defined in § 10-202 of the State Government Article, may take an appeal as allowed 

in §§ 10-222 and 10-223 of the State Government Article.  

 

§11ð501. 

 

 (a) Each American vessel engaged in foreign trade and each foreign vessel 

shall employ a licensed pilot to pilot the vessel when it is underway on the navigable 

waters of the State, including when the vessel is towing or bein g towed by another 

vessel. 

 

 (b) (1) In this subsection, òrecreational vessel ó means a vessel 

manufactured or operated for the pleasure of the user or that is leased, rented, or 

chartered to another for the pleasure of the  lessor, renter, or charterer, as set forth 

in 46 U.S.C. § 2101. 

 

  (2) A recreational vessel may not be required to employ a licensed 

pilot to pilot the vessel when underway on the navigable waters of the State if the 

vessel: 

 

   (i)  is both less than 200 feet in overall length and has less than 

a 12ðfoot draft;  

 

   (ii)  except for pleasure use charters, is not engaged in a 

commercial service, as defined in 46 U.S.C. § 2101; 

 

   (iii)  is not carrying a passenger for hire, as defined in 46 U.S.C. 

§ 2101; and 

 

   (iv)  possesses a cruising license issued in accordance with 19 

C.F.R. § 4.94. 

 

 (c) A vessel that is not required to employ a licensed pilot under subsection 

(a) of this section may voluntarily employ a licensed pilot when the vessel is underway 

on the navigable waters of the State.  

 

§11ð502. 
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 (a) The Public Service Commission shall establish pilotage fees in 

accordance with § 4ð303 of the Public Utilities Article.  

 

 (b) (1) Regardless of whether the employment is required under § 11ð

501(a) of this subt itle or voluntary under § 11ð501(c) of this subtitle, a vessel that 

employs a licensed pilot to provide pilotage shall pay the licensed pilot the full 

pilotage fee.  

 

  (2) Regardless of whether the vessel uses the services of the pilot for 

the entire pilotage, a vessel that employs a licensed pilot to provide pilotage shall pay 

the licensed pilot the full pilotage fee.  

 

 (c) Notwithstanding any contract between a licensed pilot who has provided 

pilotage for  a vessel and the master, owner, charterer, or agent of the vessel or any 

other party, the vessel, its tackle, apparel, and furniture, and the master, owner, 

charterer, and agent of the vessel shall be jointly and severally liable for payment of 

the pilota ge fee to the licensed pilot.  

 

 (d) A licensed pilot who has provided pilotage for a vessel shall have a lien 

for the amount of the pilotage fee due, enforceable in a court of competent jurisdiction, 

on the vessel and its tackle, apparel,  and furniture.  

 

 (e) If a vessel fails to employ a licensed pilot to provide pilotage as required 

under § 11ð501(a) of this subtitle, the vessel and its master, owner, charterer, and 

agent shall be jointly and severally liable  for payment of the full pilotage fee as if a 

licensed pilot had been employed.  

 

§11ð503. 

 

 Pilotage fees due shall be paid to the Association as collection agent for its 

members. 

 

§11ð504. 

 

 (a) A pilot is eligible for payments as an inactive pilot under § 11-505 of this 

subtitle if the pilot:  

 

  (1) (i)  chooses to be placed on the list of inactive pilots maintained 

by the Association; and  

 

   (ii)  has been, for at least 25 years:  

 

    1. a member in good standing of the Association; and  
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    2. licensed by the Board to provide pilotage for vessels 

of unlimited draft; o r 

 

  (2) (i)  1. has been certified by two physicians chosen by the 

Board to be permanently incapable of providing pilotage; or  

 

    2. has had a federal or State pilot õs license revoked for 

physical disability; and  

 

   (ii)  before becoming permanently disabled, the pilot was:  

 

    1. a member in good standing of the Association; and  

 

    2. licensed by the B oard to provide pilotage for vessels 

of any draft.  

 

 (b) A pilot is eligible for reduced payments as an inactive pilot under § 11-

505 of this subtitle if the pilot:  

 

  (1) chooses to be placed on the list of ina ctive pilots maintained by 

the Association; and  

 

  (2) has been, for at least 20 years:  

 

   (i)  a member in good standing of the Association; and  

 

   (ii)  licensed by the Board to pr ovide pilotage for vessels of 

unlimited draft.  

 

 (c) Eligibility for payments as an inactive pilot shall cease if:  

 

  (1) a pilot who was declared permanently incapable of providing 

pilotage becomes capable of provid ing pilotage; or  

 

  (2) a pilot who had a federal or State pilot õs license revoked for 

physical disability has the license reissued.  

 

 (d) Time of service as a licensed docking master on or before September 30,  

2004, shall be included in determining a pilot õs eligibility for payment as an inactive 

pilot.  

 

 (e) A pilot who held an unlimited docking master license on October 1, 2000, 

is eligible for reduced payments as an inactive pilot und er § 11-505 of this subtitle if 

the pilot:  
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  (1) chooses to be placed on the list of inactive pilots maintained by 

the Association; and  

 

  (2) has been, for at least 5 years:  

 

   (i)  a member in good standing of the Association or of the 

Association of Maryland Docking Pilots; and  

 

   (ii)  licensed by the Board to provide pilotage for vessels of 

unlimited draft.  

 

§11ð505. 

 

 (a) Each month, the Association shall distribute the pilotage fees that the 

Association collects in the following order:  

 

  (1) within 10 days after the close of each month, the Association 

shall:  

 

   (i)  account to the Board for that month for the amount 

determined under subsections (b) and (c) of this section for distribution to the pilots 

who, at the beginning of that month, were eligible for payments as inactive pilots; 

and 

 

   (ii)  distribute that money on behalf of the Board; and  

 

  (2) the balance of the pilotage fees collected shall be:  

 

   (i)  first, used by the Association to pay its expenses;  

 

   (ii ) second, paid to the Maintenance and Replacement Fund 

under § 11ð506 of this subtitle; and  

 

   (iii)  finally, in accordance with the bylaws of the Association, 

paid to the regularly working licensed pilots who are members in good standing of 

the Association.  

 

 (b) The amount to be distributed by the Association on behalf of the Board 

to eligible inactive pilots described under § 11ð504(a) of this subtitle shall be 

computed by:  

 

  (1) determining the greater of:  
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   (i)  $200; or 

 

   (ii)  40% of the share payable under this subtitle for the month 

for which the payment is to be made to a regularly working licens ed pilot; and  

 

  (2) multiplying the figure determined under item (1) of this 

subsection by the number of pilots in the Association who, at the beginning of the 

month for which the payment is to be made, were eligible for payments as inactive 

pilots under this subsection.  

 

 (c) The amount to be distributed by the Association on behalf of the Board 

to eligible inactive pilots described under § 11ð504(b) of this subtitle shall be 

computed as follows:  

 

  (1) for each pilot determining the greater of:  

 

   (i)  $200; or 

 

   (ii)  1. 32% of the share payable under this subtitle for the 

month for which the payment is to be made to a regularly working licensed pilot; and  

 

    2. 1.6% of the share payable under this subtitle for the 

month for which the payment is to be made to a regularly working licensed pilot in 

addition for each year of service in  excess of 20 years and up to 25 years; and  

 

  (2) totaling the sums determined under item (1) of this subsection for 

each pilot in the Association who, at the beginning of the month for which the 

payment is to be made, was eligible f or payment as an inactive pilot under this 

subsection. 

 

 (d) The amount to be distributed by the Association on behalf of the Board 

to eligible inactive pilots described under § 11ð504(e) of this subtitle shall be 1.6 % of 

the share payable under this subtitle for the month for which the payment is to be 

made to a regularly working licensed pilot for each full year of service following 

October 1, 2000. 

 

§11ð506. 

 

 (a) The Board of Sup ervisors of the Association shall maintain a 

Maintenance and Replacement Fund for the replacement and repair of the major 

equipment of the Association.  

 

 (b) The State Board of Pilots shall determine a percentage of the pilotage 

fees collected by the Association to be set aside in the Fund.  
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 (c) The Board of Supervisors of the Association shall obtain written 

approval from the State Board of Pilots for any expenditures from the Fund.  

 

 (d) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, the 

balance in the Fund shall remain at or above $500,000.  

 

  (2) (i)  The balance of the Fund may fall below $500,000 for 

expenditures authorized by the Board.  

 

   (ii)  The balance of the Fund may not remain below $500,000 

for more than 10 consecutive years.  

 

   (iii)  At no time shall the balance of the Fund fall below 

$100,000. 

 

 (e) The Board of Supervisors of the Association shall deposit the money 

authorized under subsection (b) of this section into the Maintenance and 

Replacement Fund.  

 

 (f) (1) The Board of Supervisors of the Association shall hold the 

Maintenance and Replacement Fund i n trust.  

 

  (2) The Association:  

 

   (i)  may invest or hold the Fund in any manner that the 

Association finds desirable, in light of the nature and purpose of the Fund;  

 

   (ii)  may place control and management of the Fund, or a part 

of the Fund, with a bank or trust company that is subject to State or federal 

regulation; and  

 

   (iii)  is not limited to investments in property that has been 

designated, under any law of the State, as strictly suitable for investment of a trust 

fund.  

 

 (g) Assets held in trust under this section are not subject to attachment or 

execution.  

 

§11ð507. 

 

 If an individual who is no t a licensed pilot assists a vessel in distress and then 

turns the vessel over to a licensed pilot as provided in § 11-401(b) of this title, the 
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Association shall pay the individual 50 % of any pilotage fee received for the pilotage 

of the vessel. 

 

§11ð508. 

 

 (a) The Association shall submit to the Board:  

 

  (1) an annual financial audit of payments to pilots under § 11-505 of 

this subtitle; and  

 

  (2) an annu al financial audit of the Maintenance and Replacement 

Fund under § 11-506 of this subtitle.  

 

 (b) The Board shall keep copies of the financial audits received under 

subsection (a) of this section.  

 

§11ð601. 

 

 (a) For purposes of subsection (b) of this section, the Department of the 

Environment shall prepare copies of the State regulations that govern the disposal of 

waste from vessels in the Chesapeake Bay.  

 

 (b) Whenever a lice nsed pilot boards a vessel to provide pilotage, the 

licensed pilot shall present to the master of the vessel a copy of the State regulations 

that govern the disposal of waste from vessels in the Chesapeake Bay.  

 

§11ð602. 

 

 (a) If a licensed pilot is detained for any reason on a vessel that has 

employed the pilot to provide pilotage, the master of the vessel shall pay the cost of 

the pilot õs maintenance and the daily rate of pay for an unlimited license pilot as 

determined by the bylaws of the Association for each day the pilot is detained.  

 

 (b) If a licensed pilot is quarantined by order of a health officer because of 

conditions on a vessel that has employed the pilot to provide pilotage, the ma ster of 

the vessel shall pay the pilot the cost of the pilot õs maintenance and the daily rate of 

pay for an unlimited license pilot as determined by the bylaws of the Association for 

each day that the pilot is quarantined.  

 

 (c) If a master of a vessel carries a licensed pilot to sea under circumstances 

that are beyond the control of the pilot, the master shall:  

 

  (1) pay the pilot the daily rate of pay for an unlimited license pilot as 

determined by the bylaws  of the Association until the return of the pilot;  
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  (2) provide first class accommodations and maintenance for the pilot; 

and 

 

  (3) at the first opportunity, return the pilot by first class passage to 

the home port of the pilot.  

 

 (d) The master, owner, charterer, and agent of a vessel shall be jointly and 

severally liable for any payments due under this section.  

 

§11ð603. 

 

 (a) A licensed pilot may not e ngage in conduct that constitutes a conflict of 

interest.  

 

 (b) A conflict of interest exists in situations in which:  

 

  (1) except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, a licensed pilot 

solicits or accepts financial or other consideration of value from a tugboat, towing, 

vessel-assist, vessel-owning, or vessel -chartering company, or an agent or officer of 

that company, or from any other entity providing services in the port community;  

 

  (2) a licensed pilot takes any action with the intent to benefit or harm 

the economic interests of a tugboat, towing, vessel -assist, vessel-owning, or vessel -

chartering company, or any other entity providing services in the port community;  

 

  (3) a licensed pilot allows personal financial interests to conflict with 

professional responsibilities;  

 

  (4) a licensed pilot solicits business for a tugboat, towing, vessel -

assist, vessel-owning, or vessel -chartering co mpany, or any other entity providing 

services in the port community; or  

 

  (5) a licensed pilot discourages a person from engaging the services 

of a tugboat, towing, vessel -assist, vessel-owning, or vessel -chartering company, or 

any other entity providing services in the port community.  

 

 (c) A conflict of interest does not exist in situations in which:  

 

  (1) remuneration is paid to the pilot through the Association in 

return for the provision o f pilotage services; or  

 

  (2) there is an exchange of nominal social pleasantries between the 

licensed pilot and any entity providing services to the port community.  
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§11ð701. 

 

 Except as otherwise provided in this title, a person may not provide, attempt 

to provide, or offer to provide pilotage in the State unless licensed by the Board.  

 

§11ð702. 

 

 Unless authorized under this title to provide pilotage, a person ma y not 

represent to the public, by use of a title, including òpilotó, òbay pilotó, òlicensed pilot ó, 

òState licensed pilot ó, or òMaryland pilot ó, by description of services, methods, or 

procedures, or otherwise, that the person is authorized by the State to provide 

pilotage.  

 

§11ð703. 

 

 After receiving notice, a licensed pilot may not refuse to aid a vessel that is in 

distress:  

 

   (1) within 18 nautical miles south of Cape Henry;  

 

  (2) within 18 nautical miles east of Cape Henry;  

 

  (3) in the Chesapeake Bay; or  

 

  (4) in ports of Maryland.  

 

§11ð703.1. 

 

 A licensed pilot may not take part in a port -wide job action or strike.   

 

§11ð704. 

 

 Unless a person is a licensed pilot, the person may not use a boat as a pilot 

boat. 

 

§11ð705. 

 

 The master of a vessel may not fail to employ a pilot as required under § 11-

501 of this title.  

 

§11ð706. 
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 (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, a person who violates 

any provis ion of this title is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a 

fine not exceeding $1,000 or imprisonment not exceeding 6 months or both.  

 

 (b) A licensed pilot who violates any provision of § 11-601(b) of this title i s 

guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to a fine not exceeding $100.  

 

§11ð801. 

 

 This title may be cited as the òMaryland Pilots Act ó. 

 

§11ð802. 

 

 Subject to the evaluation and reestablishment provisions of the Maryland 

Program Evaluation Act, this title and all regulations adopted under this title shall 

terminate and be of no effect after July 1, 2032.  

 

§12ð101. 

 

 (a) In this title the following words have the meanings indicated.  

 

 (b) òApprentice natural gas fitter ó means, unless the context requires 

otherwise, an individual who is licensed by the Board to assist a master natural gas 

fitter i n providing natural gas services while:  

 

  (1) under the direction and control of the master natural gas fitter; 

and 

 

  (2) in training to become a journeyman natural gas fitter.  

 

 (c) òApprentice plumber ó means, unless the context requires otherwise, an 

individual who is licensed by the Board to assist a master plumber or a holder of a 

limited master plumber license in providing plumbing services while:  

 

  (1) under the direction and control of the master plumber or holder 

of the limited master plumber license; and  

 

  (2) in training to become a journey plumber.  

 

 (d) òBoardó means the State Board of Plumbing.  

 

 (e) òCertified propane gas fitter ó means an individual who has been 

certified by the Board to provide propane gas services.  
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 (f) òGasó means natural gas, propane gas, or any other gas used for a ny 

purpose, including residential, medical, commercial, or industrial purposes.  

 

 (g) òJourney plumber ó means, unless the context requires otherwise, an 

individual who is licensed by the Board to provide plumbing services whil e under the 

direction and control of a master plumber or holder of a limited master plumber 

license. 

 

 (h) òJourneyman natural gas fitter ó means, unless the context requires 

otherwise, an individual who is licensed by the Boar d to provide natural gas services 

while under the direction and control of a master natural gas fitter.  

 

 (hð1) òLeadðfreeó means: 

 

  (1) containing not more than 0.2 % lead for solder a nd flux;  

 

  (2) except as provided in item (3) of this subsection, containing not 

more than:  

 

   (i)  4% lead by dry weight for individual plumbing fittings and 

fixtures; or  

 

   (i i)  8% lead by dry weight for individual pipes and pipe fittings;  

 

  (3) containing a percentage of lead for plumbing fittings and fixtures 

that is in compliance with standards established under 42 U.S.C.A. § 300gð6(e) of the 

federal Safe Drinking Water Act; and  

 

  (4) containing not more than a weighted average lead content of 

0.25% for the wetted surfaces of a pipe, pipe fitting, plumbing fitting, or fixture 

intended to dispense water  for human consumption through drinking or cooking.  

 

 (i)  (1) òLicenseó means, unless the context requires otherwise, a license 

issued by the Board to:  

 

   (i)  provide plumbing services;  

 

   (ii)  assist in providing plumbing services;  

 

   (iii)  provide propane gas services; or  

 

   (iv)  provide natural gas services.  

 




